
 

G u j a r a t  F i l e s -  A  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  A u t o p s y  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  

A lot of books tend to change our outlook on politics, science or life as a whole. One such 

phenomenal book called 'Gujarat Files' by Rana Ayyub is a must-read for anyone who's 

interested in politics and journalism.  

Gujarat Files- Anatomy Of A Cover-Up, is the account of an 8-month long investigation where 

the author/journalist, Rana Ayyub disguised herself as an American Film Maker named 

Maithili and interviewed high-class officers and politicians with cameras and recorders 

attached to her outfit while being undercover. This book exposes the fake encounters and riot 

controversies that took place between 2001-2010. The book is filled with transcripts which 

reveal crimes committed against humanity. 

Although the video and audio recordings aren't published yet, Ayyub claims to have sent them 

to various publishing houses; The tapes yet remain untested by forensic labs. That being said, 

after the release of the book, it was met with silence from the political side. Those who were 

featured in the operation remained tight-lipped, which included, Ashok Narayan, K. 

Chakravarthi, P.C Pande and many more officers and politicians.  

"If these transcripts are validated, they could present serious legal and ethical repercussions 

about Shah's use of the State police force as his personal assassination squad and the 

bureaucracy as his fief," says Suchitra Vijayan for The Hindu. 

The book also talks about Mufti Sufiyan and the murder of Haren Pandya. Haren Pandya was 

a famous persona then and was most likely to become the next Chief Minister; he was the only 

hurdle for Narendra Modi to acquire the seat of P.M. 



In one chapter, Y.A. Shaikh talks about this murder, "You know this Haren Pandya case is like 

a volcano. Once the truth is out, Modi will go home. He will be jailed, not go home. He will be 

in prison." 

The book ends abruptly with a hint towards the dark side of the political world, which may 

look messed up from outside but is very deep within.  

Talking about the reactions after the book was released, only 3 hours of the book being active 

on Amazon, it had more than 200 negative comments. Even after the hate comments, the book 

became a bestseller and has been translated into many languages. Rana also received a lot of 

hate comments, threats and criticism. In its contrast, as an extraordinary move, five United 

Nations special rapporteurs had signed a statement to the Indian Government for her safety. 

To sum up, this book is a great exposure to anyone who’s blinded by the glorified government. 

Fear, a sense of insecurity and also disappointment develops after reading such a strong work. 

It may have been criticised by many but journalists have a massive respect towards Rana for 

risking so much of her life in exposing such criminals.  

 


