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by Ashlee Fairey
Courant News Writer

About one-third of the trees in
Copley Square are diseased and
will be removed beginning this
fall, the Boston Parks Department
said. 

Fourteen trees are suffering
from Canker stain, according to
Jacque Goddard, spokesperson
for the Parks Department. It is a
deadly disease that typically
attacks sycamore and london
plane trees, which are planted in
Copley Square, and infiltrates the
vascular system, ultimately cut-
ting off water and nutrients. 

The city’s arborist noticed the
problem, which manifests in wilt-
ed leaves, dead branches, and
sunken cankers that stain the tree
blue, while making a recent rou-
tine inspection of Copley Square,
Goddard said. 

norm helie, a plant and soil
scientist working with the city,

tested the trees last month.
however, since the ideal testing
season is in the spring, he was
unable to get clean, definitive
samples, he said. 

“I would still suspect that
(Canker stain) is there, just by the
symptoms and streaking in the
wood alone,” helie said. “But it
could be a culmination of (multi-
ple) diseases, too, not just one.” 

helie found traces of two other
canker diseases that are both
caused by heat. 

“Part of the problem is a steam
vent on the St. James Avenue side
of the property,” Goddard said.
The steam’s heat, in addition to
potentially causing disease, could
also burn the trees’ root systems. 

helie is in conversation with
the Parks Department about a
course of action. 

“I reported 14 trees that would
probably not make it through
treatment,” helie said. P
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Copley Square Will
Lose Diseased Trees

Caring for Homeless
Begins on the Street

by Mich Cardin
Courant News Writer

The first step to improving Boston’s
chronic homeless problem is building
relationships through on-site care,

according to a physician with 25 years of
experience in the field. 

“I don’t have any illusions about solv-
ing big societal issues,” said Dr. Jim
O’Connell, president and founding

Continued on page 13

Boston’s Economy Is
Among Nation’s Best

by Alex Walsh

The greater Boston metro area saw its
gross domestic product (GDP) increase
by 4.8 percent in 2010, the highest rate of
any of the nation’s 10 largest metro areas.

The Bureau of Economic Analysis
(BEA) estimates the Boston area’s 2010
GDP at $313.7 billion, the ninth-largest
total for a U.S. metro area last year.
Boston’s output accounted for roughly

Continued on page 13
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Dr. Jim O’Connell aids homeless individuals living on the streets


