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Barkha Shah 
writes about 

a unique 
online project 

by Rohini 
Kejriwal that 

fishes out the 
best of art, 
poetry and 

music from 
the hidden 

corners of the 
internet

A space for 
beautiful things

oetry is when an emotion has found its 
thought and the thought has found words.

These words by Robert Frost beautifully 
state how ‘finding’ is the key to the process 
of poetry writing. Traditionally, the go-to 
places for those who appreciate poetry and 
art, have been libraries, book shops, muse-
ums, galleries and curated offline sessions. 
In the virtual world though, it is different. 
With a plethora of websites, platforms, 
blogs and social media to choose from, it 
is not easy to swim through the spam and 
find poetic or artistic inspiration.

That perhaps has been the 
purpose of The Alipore Post, 
a project that was started by 
Rohini Kejriwal in Alipore, a 
neighbourhood in South Kol-
kata. Rohini has been sending 
newsletters, week after week, 
for about six years now. A cu-
rator of art, poetry and music, 
Rohini shares them from the 
hidden corners of the internet 

via The Alipore Post, now from her home in 
Bengaluru.

A lot has changed since Rohini’s first 
newsletter went out on February 2, 2015. It 
was just a personal email sent to about 30 
people — mostly family and friends. Today, 
over 4,000 people from India and across 
the globe have subscribed to it. What’s also 
got added on to The Alipore Post’s palette 
are a website, an Instagram Page (with over 
40,000 followers) and a Facebook page. 
“Everyone’s relationship with social media 
has changed. Sharing the curation on these 
platforms seemed like the next organic 
thing to do,” says Rohini.

An escape route
For Rohini, the urge to start this kind of 
curation perhaps began in school when 
she got a chance to do her own take on a 
newsletter run by a senior. “The Internet 
opened up the world of art and poetry to 
me. It was an escape route. Poetry, until 
then, was more academic to me. Even if I 
wrote, it was for self-indulgence. Plus, the 
poets or authors we read about weren’t new 
or recent or alive. I wanted to create a plat-
form that showcased the work of inspiring 
artists, irrespective of their historical lega-

cy,” she adds.
Rohini spends hours going through 

archives of online magazines for beautiful 
poetry, art, illustrations and music to share 
with her subscribers/followers. As per her 
words, “it’s a labour of love”. Annually, you 
will also find special ‘months’ like one for 
poetry or another for art, where artists are 
invited to create written or visual art based 
on prompts. Until Covid-19 hit the world, 
offline events/workshops were also organ-
ised. In fact, Rohini’s fondest memories of 
The Alipore Post are around her first of-
fline event where 200-250 people came in 
to enjoy like-minded camaraderie, music 
and poetry reading. “It felt like a massive 
picnic,” she grins.

The event was a pay-what-you-want one 
and it barely covered the costs. But that 
doesn’t bother Rohini as she has realised 
she cannot live off The Alipore Post. “My 
heart doesn’t allow me to convert it into a 
paid, promotional website. There is an op-
tion for subscribers to donate, but content 
is free for people to consume. It is purely 
intentional; the platform is a place for peo-
ple to consume democratic and not elitist 
art,” she says.

Chitthi exchange
On the business front, there are workshops 
that are offered now via brand collabora-
tions. These range from zine making to 
poetry writing. There is also a plan to re-
design the website into a magazine format, 
besides introducing an online shop where 
merchandise based on art from various 
artists can be sold.

“I don’t know what I run on,” laughs 
Rohini when you ask her how she handles 
all this single-handedly. “I cannot delegate 
work,” she adds, knowing well that she can-
not part with the platform that has been 
her baby. Another offshoot of her creative 
flows has been Chitthi Exchange, a pen-pal 
programme started via The Alipore Post, 
during the lockdown. “It was a vulnerable 
time for everyone, with the loneliness and 
the uncertainties. 

Chitthi Exchange helps me bring people 
together via handwritten letter/postcard 
swaps,” she explains. Today, the pro-
gramme has about 2,200 people writing 
letters to each other. Rohini collects basic 
details from those interested via Google 
docs and pairs them, based on city, person-
al interests and more.

Not surprisingly, The Alipore Post has 
helped Rohini discover new interests and 
tap into her own creative urges. “I have fall-
en in love with visual art, all because of my 
work around The Alipore Post,” she says. 
Doodling has become more than a hobby 
for her with her foray into product and logo 
designing. She also freelances in writing 
and social media and is working on her own 
poetry manuscript.

“The Alipore Post has helped me find 
myself. I have realised that this is what 
makes me happy. I have become richer in 
every sense,” she says.

P

W hen I saw her photo on Facebook, I 
could not resist getting her home,” 
professed Pari, showing me her 30-
day old labrador retriever puppy. 
It was a dream come true for her, 
who had watched the movie Marley 
and Me numerous times and had 
daydreamed about her very own 
fawn-coloured Marley. Thanks to 
the pandemic, she gathered her 
courage to be a first time dog mom 
and ‘booked’ her Marley through a 
Facebook ad. “Isn’t she cute?” she 
asked. “Of course, she is,” I nodded. 
But the same can’t be said of how she 
was brought into this world. 

As a teeny-weeny pup, Marley 
came home as a ‘delivery package’. 
When she bought Marley, Pari did 
not meet Marley’s mom or dad, 
nor the seller who sold her the 
pup. She just knew that the seller 
had an assorted ‘stock’ of pups of 
many breeds and that he was in 
this business. However, Pari had 
diligently researched Marley’s 
needs and set up everything for 
the puppy — a cozy bed, lots of toys 
and yummy treats. But she had no 
idea how horrific the story of dog 
breeding is. 

Breeding is a science
Remember the high school biology 
lessons on genetics that detailed 
Gregor Mendel’s experiments on 
pea plants? His work showed how 
parents’ traits influenced those 
of the offspring. Breeding of both 
plants and animals draws from 
these experiments in producing 
the most desirable offspring. A dog 
breeder needs to keep track of the 
health of the dogs, their genetic 
ancestry, and their temperament 
before breeding them. He should 
also understand the specifications 
— height, weight, appearance and 
character — of the breed and must 
ensure that the pups correspond to 
these specifications. 

Most ‘ethical’ or ‘responsible’ 
breeders specialise in breeding 
only a couple of dog breeds and 
have generations of dogs descend-
ing from a known lineage. (Dis-
cussing the ‘ethics’ of dog breeding 
in a country like India, where 
thousands of street dogs that can 
make excellent pets roam about 
freely, is like opening a Pandora’s 
box. So, I’ll skip that for now!) They 
also screen prospective buyers, en-
sure the pups get the best of homes 
and put out specific clauses for the 
buyer. Most importantly, they have 
a licence for breeding and thus, do 
so legally. Since they would have 
spent a fortune on the care and 
nourishment of the mother and 
puppies, the asking price for the 
puppies is also prohibitively high. 

Backyard cruelty
In recent years, dog breeds show-
cased in movies and shows have 
received unprecedented attention. 
Examples include Dalmatians 
in 101 Dalmatians, the pug in the 
Vodafone ad, Siberian huskies 
in the Game of Thrones and the 
labrador in Marley and me. Fas-
cinated by these breeds, people 
queue up to buy them without 

understanding the suitability of 
these breeds to the Indian climate 
or their requirements of exercise 
and grooming. This demand has 
fuelled illegal backyard breeding, 
where the pups are mass-produced 
in the ugliest of  kennels. The 
mother dogs are starved, unkempt 
and impregnated every mating 
season. There is an ingenious 
invention called a ‘rape stand’ for 
this purpose. 

Once the pups are born, the 
breeder is on his toes to get rid of 
them — posting numerous ads on 
e-commerce sites and selling them 
to the first customer who asks — so 
that he can save on the food and 
vaccination costs of the pup. The 
puppies, some only a few days old, 
are sold for a lower price than what 
a responsible breeder would quote. 
Buyers who go weak in their knees 
looking at the photos of these 
puppies are often unaware of the 
cruel practices that brought them 
into this world or the burden of dis-
eases these heavily inbred puppies 
carry. When the vet bills skyrocket 
over time, they are often in despair, 
and some even choose to abandon 
their pet. 

A few pet parents take anthro-
pomorphising to a different level 
and believe that their dogs should 
experience ‘parenthood’ at least 
once. Dogs don’t think so! Much of 
their drive to mate is driven by hor-
mones produced during the mat-
ing season. Soon, there is a home 
litter of six or more puppies, which 
need responsible homes — a hard 
find. Without spaying or neutering 
the pet, such parents often risk 
their dogs being stolen (again, for 
breeding) and expose their much-
loved pet to diseases like pyometra 
or testicular cancer. 

Here’s the bottom line — pup-
pies are indeed cute, and so are 
kittens. But the horrific practices 
while breeding them are prevalent 
everywhere. If you are looking for 
a ‘purebred’ puppy or kitten, do 
your research, know your options 
and think twice before clicking the 
‘Buy’ button. Even better, adopt, 
don’t shop!

Tailspin is your monthly column 
on everything that’s heartwarming 
and annoying about pet parenting.

The writer is a science com-
municator and mom to Pippi, 
a four-year-old rescued Indie, 
who is behind her drive to under-
stand dogs better. She tweets @
RamanSpoorthy

The rising demand for exotic dogs has fuelled illegal 
backyard breeding where pups are mass-produced in 
the most torturous of kennels, writes Spoorthy Raman

TAILSPIN

The ugly cost  
of a cute puppy

Buyers who go weak in their knees 
looking at puppy pictures are often 
unaware of the cruel practices that 

go on in the name of breeding.
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LEO: JULY 24-AUG 21  

You are what you think. All 
that you are, arises from your 

thoughts. With your thoughts you make 
your world. You will be at the highest peak 
of your innovative and creative thoughts 
this week and you should use this high-oc-
tane imagination to fuel your future plans. 
You will be highly appreciated at the work-
place and will get recognition too, owing to 
this small phase of Sun-Moon proximity.
Advice: Use your imagination to fuel fu-
ture plans.

VIRGO: AUG 22-SEP 21  

Blessed are those who can 
laugh at themselves, for 
they shall never cease to be 

amused. This week, you will have am-
ple moments wherein you will show 
great character and take on whatever 
life has to offer with a smile on your 
face. Proximity of Mercury with Venus 
will ensure that you will find your hap-
piness, regardless of the difficult cir-
cumstances you are in. Just ensure that 
you confide in only people you trust.
Advice: Get off the daily grind.

SCORPIO: OCT 24-NOV 21  

Just because you’ve always 
done it that way; doesn’t 
mean it’s the right way. 

This is the time to shed your old skin 
and wear the skin of your newer self. 
There is something you have been do-
ing since a long time, which is making 
things stagnated for you. It’s time to 
let go of old jobs, people and friends, 
or for that matter, relationships, for 
something new to happen. A week to 
introspect and move on in life.
Advice: Time to introspect.

LIBRA: SEP 22-OCT 23  

Libra: Confide in people you 
trust. As a Libran, this might 
appear to be a difficult task, 

impossible even, but every now and 
then, life throws a curveball at you, 
which makes you reconsider your long-
held notions of what is right and what 
is wrong. Don’t be surprised if you start 
seeing your relationships in a new light. 
Give both yourself and your loved ones 
that much-needed breathing space. 
Advice: Avoid flareups in love life.

SAGITTARIUS: NOV 22-DEC 21 

 Satisfaction comes at the cost 
of desire. You have been walk-
ing on a thin line between 

contentment and ambition for quite 
some time and this is the right time for 
you to choose satisfaction and content-
ment over exorbitant goals. A great time 
to realise what makes you happy and 
what you are doing for the sake of it. A 
great time to socialise with friends and 
let go of any inhibitions that you have.
Advice: Make time for friends.

CAPRICORN: DEC 22-JAN 20  

The meaning of life is anything 
you want it to be, because if 
something hasn’t got an answer, 

how can your answer be wrong? If only 
you can understand the complexity and 
the simplicity of the aforementioned 
statement, this week can change your 
perspective towards life. Family and fi-
nance will continue to occupy your mind 
and you should ensure that you tie up 
some pending things in your life, special-
ly related to financial matters.
Advice: Be careful in financial matters.

PISCES: FEB 20-MAR 21  
 
 Success is walking from fail-

ure to failure with no loss of enthusiasm. 
While there is no dearth of enthusiasm, 
this week will indeed test your patience 
as the hustle that you are going through 
might make you oblivious of your life and 
goals. The current phase is a defining one 
and if you can control your emotional side, 
things will turnaround fast for you. Just 
concentrate on perseverance and persis-
tence and do not bother about final results.
Advice: Persistence is the name of the 
game.

AQUARIUS: JAN 21-FEB 19  

 Humans are like xylophones 
— there can be all kinds of 

notes and personalities. This week will 
ensure that you meet the human form of 
such xylophones in abundance. A lot of 
patience and tolerance will be needed at 
your end, especially at the workplace. Do 
not try and correct people or try to find 
their faults, concentrate more on your 
own goals and the rest will fall into place. 
Avoid animosity this week.
Advice: Avoid clashes at the workplace.

ARIES: MAR 22-APR 20  

Marriages are made in 
heaven. But so again, are 
thunder and lightning. This 

week, you should be at your practical 
best and avoid confrontations in your 
love or married life. Do not give in to 
your natural trigger-happy reactions, 
instead, try and keep a calm demean-
our. It’s always better to talk and re-
move any misunderstandings, rather 
than letting them brew over time.
Advice: Focus on relationships.

TAURUS: APR 21-MAY 21  

The first step to getting 
anywhere is deciding 
you’re no longer willing 

to stay where you are. The patience 
level that you have shown has been 
exemplary and this is the right 
time to let go of things, which are 
stopping you from moving on in 
life. This week you will have a closer 
look at your job, relationships and 
financial life and you would want to 
re- engineer things a little.
Advice: Do not get bogged down.

GEMINI: MAY 22-JUNE 21  

Everybody wants happiness, 
nobody wants pain, but you 
can’t have a rainbow without 

a little rain. The time right now has 
been nothing short of a bad dream 
and you are feeling a little dejected, 
and rightly so. The good thing is 
that this period is short, and you 
will have better things to look for-
ward to, in the future. Do not gossip 
as it might lead to sticky situations.
Advice: Avoid gossips.

CANCER: JUNE 22-JULY 23  

Someone once described 
the definition of Hell: 
The last day you have on 

earth, the person you became will 
meet the person you could have be-
come. There is no emotion stronger 
than regret, so make the most of 
your present and do what makes 
you happy without any fear or 
shackles. A good week to take new 
initiatives without thinking
of failure or losses.
Advice: Acceptance is the key.

May 9 to May 15

CURATION

‘The Dialogue of Deluge’ by Anjali Menon


