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CHIVALRY

At least, not totally.
Here's how to
reconcile old-
fashioned manners
with modern-day

expectations.
BY SABLE YONG
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akiss comingattheend
te, Igive the guythe
,the one that says “em-
he sultry French accent
Idon’t have. But despite my attempts

to sayyes with my eyes, I often see him
hesitate before making a move, like he’s
doing an AP Calc equation in his head.

This confusion could easily be solved
with asimple question: “CanIkissyou?”
Butthat’s notreally cinematic canon, is
it? It’s clunky and vulnerable. It is con-
firming consent, however, whichisim-
portant. I know plenty of men and women
who are either horrified at the idea of
someone lunging at their mouth or else
horrified atthe idea of being cringingly
asked ifit’s okay to kiss them now. Does
this stressyouout? It stresses me out.

Sweeping awoman offher feetina
society that values gender equality can
feelas complicated aslearning anew
TikTok dance. If chivalry were still alive
and well, thiswouldn’tbe an issue—that
dance hasbeen around since, what, the
Middle Ages? Imagine wooing someone
atatime when 9o percent of the work in-
volved getting her dad’s permission and
theremaining 10 percent was dropping
acouple of fair maidenshere and some
miladys there—you know, back when you
gotalot of mileage out of milady.

But chivalry metits demise as human-
kind evolved over the centuries. We got
more woke. And the things our society
craved—equality, egalitarianism,
freedom of expression—couldn’t seem to
coexistwith such atraditional concept.
Still, T have to admit thateverytimeIgo
onadate, I subconsciously tick off boxes
for “gentlemanly” behavior: opening
doors, pickingup the tab, checking thatI
got home safely. There’s a “playing house”
taboo in the ceremony of chivalry—in
letting aman reallylay it on thick when
it comes to old-fashioned courtship. It
makes me think chivalry can still be sexy,
even though it’s got one foot in the past.
Youjusthavetodoitright.
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Startingwith howyouinitiate the date.
The difference between “Would you want
togooutsometime?” and “I'd reallylike to
take you out sometime. Would you be into
that?” ismassive. There’s nothing techni-
callywrong with the former, butit’s slightly
passive and could easily garner an equally
passive response—much less enticing
thanthe ideaof going out with amanwho’s
already madeitclear thatheisintome
and thatI'm in forawooing. Of course, the
prospectof putting yourselfout there to po-
tentially get rejected is scary, but trust me
when Itellyouthere’snothinghotter than
amanwhomakesitclearhe wantsyou, and
then goes out and gets you (respectfully
and with your permission). Yougotta throw
down toget down, so tospeak.

Now, if you've asked someone to spend
time with you, it’s the classy move totreat
them toit. When the check arrives, it
does sowith an opportunity to show your
date one of two broad strokes: thatyou’re
aclassygentwho’shappytoinvestin her
havinganiceevening...orthatyou're
really good at doing simple math in your
head. There is nothing wrong with being
good at math—it’s auseful skill—butin the
case of courtship, generosity goes much
further than number crunching. I've
never taken issue with going Dutch, but I'll
admitthatifadate opted to split thebill,
especiallyifhe had originally asked me
out, I might notexactly take him as seri-
ously as guys who happily pick up the tab.

Atthe end of the night, offer to give your
date aride home or walk her to the subway
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orbus stop. If she’s not comfortable with
youdoingthat, you can text her to make
sure she got where she’s going safely.
Navigating public spaces asawoman can
bediceyin ways that men never have to
think about, and it’s nice to know that you
havethought of that. I’'ve had ahandful of
first dates where I've appreciated my date
asking if I’d prefer him towalk me home or
not—and he always followed up with a text
toaskifI made ithome safelyevenifhe
idhwal ome, which was sweet.

P: 1f men and women are to
ually, why should men put
effortand capital to pursue
sk?
gesting youdo these gentle-
because women deserve dif-
ent. Dothembecauseit’sa
elyworld out there, and basic
indness are the easiest ways
an connection. Do them for
onyoud go out of your way
todoanything nice for anyone. (The same
applies no matteryour partner’s gender.)
Chivalryis, afterall, acode of conduct.
It’s not about what you think someone
deserves but rather how you choose to
conductyourself. If you find the idea of
broachinga firstkiss uncomfortable,
imagine how it feels being kissed by
someone who doesn’t mind helping
themselvestoyourlips without express
permission. And by all means, open the
door, but I’'m not about to tolerate a man
makinganykind of decision thataffects

my quality of life, like how I should dress,
how much makeup I should wear, or what
Ishould be doing for aliving.
Cherry-picking which parts of chivalry
are acceptable (picking up the tab) and
not acceptable (assuming sole owner-
ship of our joint finances) isn’tactually
allthat complicated. I just wanttobe
politely courted and treated as a pre-
cious person while retaining full social,
physical, and sexual autonomy over my
ownbody and mind, youknow?
Inchivalry’s golden age (18 whole
centuries ago), courtship involved actual
courts, its rules were clearly defined, and
everyone got married around the same
age, which feels irresponsibly young to-
dayifnotillegal. Luckily, we have plenty
of time to practice now thatwe’re all
getting married later inlife, which leaves
tons of years to date casually, seriously,
and all the kinds of dating in between.
Taking the time to figure out who
thehell we are as individuals and what
we actually need in a partner (swipe
smarter, not faster), and then figuring
outhowtobe our best selves for that
person, is the real chivalry 2.0 glow-up.
Infinding ourselves as individuals,
we’re gaining a clearer sense of what
we want as opposed to what society has
always told us towant, which includes
how much of the past’s values we deem
worthy to accompany us into the future.
You cannot buy love the same way you
cannot buy time, butin a pinch, chivalry
candefinitelyboost your prospects.m

ALWAYS BE MY MAYBE
Comedians Randall Park
and AliWong willmake
youdothatweirdthing
whereyoulaugh sohard
youstart weeping.

THE LOVEBIRDS EASYA
Kumail Nanjianiand
IssaRaegoontherun
after witnessinga
murder. Weird, yes, but

awesomely so.
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Actually Good Rom-Coms

ComeforEmma Stone
spinning liesabout her sex
life; stay for Stanley Tucci
and Patricia Clarksonas
her hilarious parents.

2DAYSIN PARIS
Adialogue-heavy,
rabbit-hole descentinto
ghosts of relationships
past. Fun, though!

i THIS WILL GUT YOU

THE APARTMENT
It'sawildand brutally
honestromantic
satirefrom1960 that's

free of schlock.
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