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Check-in

Do you know
what I did this summer?
A member of the Design group, Alila Diwa, Goa has design as its soul and that is evident as soon as you step 
inside the hotel. 
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Goa is visibly different in its culture 
and heritage from the rest of the 
country and is definitely the hot spot 

when it comes to travel. Just sit with your 
eyes closed and think of top five travel 
destinations in India, Goa is definitely the 
top of the slot for any travel aficionado. 
Having visited Goa thrice already I am game 
for many more trips to this lovely little state.  

Although it was our third trip to Goa but 
it was planned with a difference, firstly this 
was the best of the north and south Goa and 
secondly we were planning to take the trip 
by train. This was done on purpose for my 
lovely daughters Cheryl and Arshiya aged 
8 and 6 years respectively. Train journey 
has a special charm and I wanted them to 
experience it  like I had when I was a little 
girl. Travelling to Nani’s place by train is 
still one of the fondest memories I have 
of my childhood days. Cut to today and 
the debate going on is who would take the 
window seat? 

Thus began our journey at 11 in the 
morning, we reached the station well in time 
and bought a few magazines for ourselves, 
for the kids the tablet was fully charged with 
their favourite games up and running. The 
journey was more exciting than expected 
with munching on local grub like vada paos 
and Ratnagiri mangoes at different stations 
and also the food served in the coach which 
had the kids wondering about the kitchen 
(read pantry) in the train.  We had booked 
Trivandrum Rajdhani for our onward 
journey and Goa Express for our return 
journey. The route taken by both the trains is 
different and it gives you spectacular views 
of the Konkan countryside which is believed 

to be one of the most beautiful stretches. 
We reached Goa the next day around 1 pm, 
here we were staring at the graffiti on the 
wall, clicking pictures and waiting for our 
cab to arrive. Having already been to Taj 
Exotica and Cidade de Goa we zeroed in on 
Alila Diwa resort which is in Salcette, Goa.   
Reaching the hotel we were welcomed with 
the traditional kokum drink which was quite 
appetizing and delicious and I couldn’t resist 
the temptation and asked for another fill. The 
hostess at the reception was quite gracious 
and filled us in with the required information 
about the hotel and suggested we have our 
lunch first. The buffet at the Vivo the all 
day dining restaurant at Alila Diwa was vast 
with extensive options in vegetarian and non 
vegetarian dishes. The salads and desserts 
were both pulling me in opposite directions. 

After literally gorging on hot and delicious 
dishes from across the globe we were ready 
for an afternoon nap. As soon as we were 
ushered in our room we were pleasantly 
surprised, a sweet smelling room, king sized 
bed with crisp linen, a well stocked mini bar, 
a balcony overlooking the lush greenery the 
hotel is set amidst and comfortable sofas 
in the balcony to sit and sip your coffee or 
feni  (local Goan alcohol) with a wooden fan 
were all quite appealing to the senses.  After 
a long train journey this was more than I had 
desired and to add to my pleasure was the 
open and large bathroom fitted with a bath 
tub and a separate cubicle for a shower with 
doors that could slide completely to enhance 
the look of the room. The huge bath tub for 
a relaxing soak will make you live in the 
bathroom itself. Soak in comforting bubble 
bath, read a favorite book, sip your wine or 
just let your kids enjoy a bubble bath with 
their favourite floats in the bath tub.

Another feature that can be raved about 
is the infinity pool that has submerged pool 

beds with side stools so while your kids are 
playing around you can lie down on these 
beds in the pool and enjoy your drink as the 
bar is on the pool side with music of your 
choice. The bar has an outdoor deck which 
is also great for sundowners. Don’t let your 
jaws drop. Wait, till I have unfolded all the 
pages. Next day we decided to hit the beach 
early in the morning.  The beach is 600mtrs 
away from the hotel but reaching there is not 
a hassle at all as there are complimentary 
shuttles from the hotel to the beach and 
vice versa for the guests. The Gonsua beach 
which is the closest to the hotel is one of the 
most clean and quiet beaches of Goa. As 
summer is actually the off season in Goa we 
could only find a jet ski to satiate our desire 
for water sports. But of course it was super 
fun as the beach was quite like our private 
beach and there was no ‘traffic’ in the sea 
as well. 

After having breakfast at the Vivo we 
went to check out the Kids Club which has 
separate sections for kids and teenagers 
open throughout the day. With most of the 
activities being complimentary you can let 
your kids or teenagers enjoy in the kids club 
while you unwind at the Alila spa which 
boasts sauna, yoga centre, beauty salon and 
gym or you could also indulge in some retail 
therapy at the Alila Living retail shopping 
centre.

Having already dined at the Vivo we 
decided to check out the Spice Studio which 
showcases Indian cuisine from the Northwest 
Frontier, Awadh and Hyderabad, South East 
Coast and Goa. As in May the election fever 
had gripped the country so to keep pace with 
it the menu here was called Demac Rasoi 
which had the authentic cuisines from all 

over India. We ordered kadi patey aur kali 
mirch ke jinghey, dimsums, chicken tikka, 
dal makhni, gaon fish curry and chicken 
chettinad literally sampling mini india. We 
wanted to order naan and butter roti but at 
the insistence of Shubhay who is the floor 
manager at the Spice Studio we agreed to 
order appam with chicken chettiand and 
trsut me the combo was awesome.  To 
compliment our starters I ordered a tamarind 
martini while my husband was happy with 
Goan King’s beer. The restaurant has the 
most amazing concoctions of cocktails to 
choose from. I loved tamarind martini for 
its tangy flavor and it didn’t matter whether 
it was shaken or stirred because it tasted 
awesome. 

After such a wonderful stay at the resort 
we finally packed our stuff and headed for 
the second part of our vacation in north 
Goa but this holiday will be etched in our 
memories for a long time to come. 

Fast Facts
Located at Gonsua Beach in Majorda
20 km from Dabolim airport
20 mins from Madgaon railway station

RecommenDation
Must watch a flick at the mini theatre – go 
their for the experience 
One meal at the Spice Studio is a must with 
cocktails

Packing essentials
Pack at least 2 pairs of swim wear
Sun block is a MUST as are hats
Sun glasses too are not to be missed

UPcoming PRoPeRty
Alila Fort Bishangarh in the Jaipur district 
will be an all suite resort opening in the first 
quarter of 2015

Do you know
what I did this summer?

Do you know?

The name Alila 

comes from 

Sanskrit meaning 
‘surprise’

One of the many forest trees preserved at the property

Large bathrooms are a signature style at Alila

Cheryl enjoying virgin mojito at the submerged pool bed

Savour cutting chai or chaat at the cart by the pool

Cheryl and Arshiya walking towards the Gonsua beach

For Reservations
Visit www.alilahotels.com/diwagoa

call (+91) 0832 274 6800
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