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exchanges, cut from their work 
for outlets including European 
editions of Vogue, Elle, and 
Marie Claire, now appear on The 
Talks, published in England for 
the first time. 

The website itself is quite 
minimalist in its design. There 
are no introductions, just the 
subject’s name, date and place 
of birth, and occupation. All 
interviews are presented in a 
question-and-answer format, with 
one picture of the star at the top. 
Their preference for blunt lines of 
questioning is clear. (An interview 
with Tom Ford begins: “Mr. Ford, 
have you had a midlife crisis?”) 

“Instead of trying to get the 
voyeuristic view on someone’s 
personal life, we aim for eternal 
questions, where you get a 
sense of how they feel and think,” 
Bonke says. 

Audio clips, posted alongside 
the interviews, further illuminate 
the subjects. Mila Kunis sounds 
angry as she discusses the 
concept of perfection, Tom Ford 
opens up about his devastation 
when he left Gucci, and Colin 
Farrell rhapsodizes about the 
magic of human life. 

Schumann and Bonke 
acknowledge that not all of 
their subjects are personal 
favorites (“Colin Farrell is not 
my idol,” Schumann says), but 
for a four-month-old site hosted 
by two guys in Berlin, there’s 
a staggering number of A-list 
names, including Meryl Streep, 
Bill Murray, Ewan McGregor, and 
Sofia Coppola. “The only person 
whom I was really, really terrified 
to interview was Mick Jagger. I 
wasn’t terrified to meet him; I was 

IT’S A TRUISM of the celebrity profile that the best material often 
isn’t printed, whether a victim of an editor’s expectations of what an 
audience wants to hear (sex tapes, diet stories) or simple space con-
straints. With their new website The Talks, Johannes Bonke and Sven 
Schumann have found a rather ingenious way around this, creating an 
online home for that rarest of things: the candid celebrity interview. 

Here’s Jack Nicholson explaining to Schumann how he’d like his 
body to be disposed of after he’s dead: “I want a big 25-foot pink 
statue that holds my grave. Or I also might like the way the Indians 
did it. They hang you up on the top of a tree and the birds eat you.” 
And when Bonke asked Mick 
Jagger if he ever took a moment 
to consider if he should slow 
down with the drugs, Jagger 
answers, “A friend of mine was 
a falconer and he used to come 
and train his falcons in my gar-
den. I found that very restful and 
interesting.”

Bonke and Schumann are 
veteran celebrity profilers, but 
they were often not able to use 
what they saw as their favorite 
moments in the articles they 
were writing. “Sometimes you are 
forced, even if it’s a great maga-
zine, to do what they need,” says 
Bonke, sitting in Schumann’s 
apartment, where a friendly 
Puggle named Butters scam-
pers underfoot. Some of those 

just terrified that he might not like 
me. I even changed clothes once,” 
Bonke says. “When he came in, I 
realized we were wearing similar 
outfits: V-neck shirts, tight jeans, 
black boots, and sunglasses. I 
was wearing a leather jacket even 
though it was 100 degrees out,” 
he says with a laugh.  

“I always wear jeans and 
T-shirts to interviews,” says 
Schumann, who is wearing just 
that. 

“You are not starstruck in 
any sort of way,” says Bonke to 
Schumann. The duo, both 29, 
have been friends since the age 
of seven, when they would dance 
around to Michael Jackson tapes 
in the small village of Flintsbach, 
in southern Germany. “I’m not 
either, but you even less so.” 
Considering that their job is to 
interview stars, this is a good 
skill to have, even if not applied 
consistently. “It’s awesome to 
sit down with Jack Nicholson,” 
Schumann admits. “He has this 
devilish smile.”
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