
DIY vs. Pro Pool Maintenance 

 

We all love a sparkling, clean pool. Whether you are a first-time pool 

owner or a pool expert, it’s important to understand the ins and outs of 

pool maintenance. Some of us want to dive right in and do the grunt 

work by ourselves, and others are happy to pay a pool company to 

handle the maintenance of their pool. Here are some advantages and 

disadvantages to the DIY option versus hiring a pro pool company. 

First, what does pool maintenance really involve? Before you roll your 

sleeves up and head outside to the blue beauty beyond, you should 

ensure you can take care of the basics. 

• Purchase a good test strip kit, which measures pH, stabilizer/CYA, 

alkalinity, hardness, and chlorine. If the levels are off, then you 

add the necessary chemicals to your pool. 

• Check your water level to ensure your pool is properly filled. 

• Use a pool brush to break through dirt, pollen, and algae and a pool 

net to scoop up any floating debris. 

• Utilize a pool vacuum (manual or automatic) to suck up non-

floating debris.  

• Check the pool filter to ensure it is not clogged up, which may 

involve backwashing the pool. 

• Check the strainer baskets in your skimmer and pool pump.  

 

These are just a few of the day-to-day tasks needed to maintain a pool 

properly. 

Advantages and Disadvantages to DIY Pool Care 

Ask yourself some simple questions to see if handling pool maintenance 

is really for you. Are you interested in taking care of your pool? Will 

you enjoy the chores needed to keep your pool clean and healthy? Do 



you understand all the necessary tasks to maintain your pool properly? If 

you answered yes to these questions, then the DIY pool maintenance 

option may be right for you.  

The advantages to the DIY option include: 

• No pool service means more money in your wallet. 

• You service your pool when you want. 

• Pool owners learn how to manage their pools, which makes them a 

pool expert! 

The disadvantages to DIY pool maintenance include: 

• You will need to purchase pool supplies, chemicals, etc. 

• Pool maintenance may require you to learn a new skill. 

• The time investment can be challenging and stressful. 

Advantages and Disadvantages to Hiring a Pool Pro 

If you cannot invest the time, and you have little knowledge about pool 

upkeep, then it may be in your favor to hire a pool expert.  

Here are a few advantages to having a pool expert take care of your 

pool. 

• Invest your time in other priorities. 

• Pool professionals know everything about pools, and they can 

prevent leaks, damages, etc.  

• You don’t have to spend the extra time learning about pool 

chemicals, using pool equipment, etc. 

There are not many disadvantages to hiring a pool maintenance expert. 

The main negatives are the monthly or weekly costs of hiring a pool pro. 

According to Home Advisor, monthly pool service costs range between 

$80-$150. Ensure you understand what you are paying for and the pool 

maintenance costs involved, so you don’t pay extra money. 



Get a Free Quote Today 

The pool experts at Pool Stop are just a phone call away! Get a free 

quote for our pool service in less than 24 hours. We clean thousands of 

pools every month. Voted “Best Pool Company” year after year, Pool 

Stop is committed to not only being the largest pool company but the 

best.  

 

 

 

https://poolstoponline.com/pool-service/filter-cleans/

