
34 Dimdima
February 2021 Issue Vol 5

STORY

IT was close to a year since Nina had visited
her school. The lockdown had made her
school shoes cosy in the rack. Her uniform

got used though, thanks to her online classes.
The video camera made sure that only her
face got noticed. Her goofy flip-flops that
gave her feet a warm hug, while she tried to
focus on trigonometry, prisms and
Shakespeare, were well hidden under the
table.

Nina, however, never realized that staying
at home would be this boring. As an
introvert, she had good friends, but few. And
her favourite thing to do, after school and
studies, was always related to reading or
writing. With a good book in hand, she didn’t
mind staying up all night and waking up
bleary-eyed. She also had a diary that she
had maintained since she turned 10. She
wrote poetry, her personal thoughts,
doodled and more. That was her world, one
that perhaps even her parents weren’t
allowed into.

Nina’s parents, Mala and Rahul, knew her
love for the world of words. They invested
in books for her, played Scrabble whenever
they were free and looked for workshops
with authors that she could attend online.
During one such search, Mala came across
something interesting that she knew Nina
would love. Without informing Nina, she
signed her up for it.

After that day, Nina saw her mother
running everyday to the post box in their
basement parking area. She asked her mom,
“Are you waiting for your bills or statements?
Or have you ordered a new book that you
cannot wait to read?” Mala just shrugged
and walked away with a smile.

Three weeks went past with the same
routine. Then one sunny morning, Nina saw
her mom running towards her, clutching an
envelope in her hand. She waved it at Nina
who didn’t know how to react.

“What is this? Is it for me?” she asked.
“Open it,” her mom gushed.
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Nina tore open the envelope. Inside was
a two-page handwritten letter addressed to
her. The letter was from a 50-year-old teacher,
Mrs Gujral, who lived in Shillong. In the
letter, Mrs Gujral talked about her life as an
English teacher in a small school in the hills.
She told her about her life story of moving
to the hills to make a difference in kids’ lives.

“In big cities, there are lots of
opportunities for kids to learn and grow. It’s
not the same here. Education needs to touch
all children’s lives. That’s why I moved here,
and it’s been the best decision of my life,”
her letter said.

From the cold winters to the rainy
monsoons, Mrs Gujral’s letter introduced
Nina to the vagaries of weather in Shillong.
Nina also got a tour of the city through
words, with Mrs Gujral’s descriptive
paragraphs on Elephant Falls, Shillong peak,
the museums, the galleries and the parks.

But do you know what made Nina smile
the most in the end? A list of must-reads for
a teenager like her, from Mrs Gujral.

“Your mother told me that you love
books. I am an avid reader, but I wasn’t as
lucky as you when I was young. We could
not afford buying books often. So, I would
borrow books from the school library and
wait for the two weeks to pass, to get a new

one. This list of books has the ones that made
me think, laugh, cry and learn. You may not
realize it today, but books will lead you to
places. Let life show you how…” she ended.

Nina looked at her mom with questions
in her eyes. “I’m sorry, I signed you up for a
pen-pal programme without your
permission,” Mala said.

Nina hugged her mom and said, “Thank
you, I love it and can’t wait to write back.”
The hug lingered until Nina heard the pings
on her screen. Her online class was just about
to start.

 — Bhakti Shah
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A. 1. A book
2. 63. All the numbers are squares

written in reverse. 18 is the reverse
of 92 (81); 46 is the reverse of 82 (64);
94 is the reverse of 72 (49); 63 is the
reverse of 62 and so on and so forth.

3. No. It will be dark as it will be
midnight again in 48 hours.

4. Jojo is 10 years old, not 7. He is 4
years younger than Toto.

5. One of the trains is longer than the
other, so it takes more time to cross
the bridge.

B. 24

Answers to Teasers & Puzzles
C. Fill the 300 ml measuring cup with oil.

Pour the oil from the 300 ml cup into the
500 ml cup. Refill the 300 ml cup. Pour
the oil again into the 500 ml cup, filling
it to the brim. That leaves the required
amount of 100 ml in the 300 ml cup.

D. While the watchman’s dream saves
Mr Gemini’s life, he is obviously sleeping
on the job because of which Mr Gemini
fires him.

E. d. Its tail is closer to its body.
F. K. The numerical values of the letters in

opposite segments of the circle always
add up to 17.


