
No real
By MICHAEL BAKER
DAILY SUN

THE VILLAGES —

I t looked like a perfectly placed
lob as it sailed over Paul Walk-
er’s head and dipped gently

into the back corner of the Paradise
Recreation Center tennis court.
Undeterred, Walker chased it down,
spun quickly and hammered the ball
down the line to win the point.

The audience whistled in admira-
tion and murmured in disbelief.

But a powerful forehand isn’t the
only thing that sets Walker apart
from your average tennis player.

Walker plays the sport from his
wheelchair.

On Wednesday morning, fans who
gathered at the Paradise courts were
treated to a competitive doubles
match between two professional
wheelchair tennis players and their
able-bodied partners.

Walker, who lives in Lakeland,
faced his good friend — and often

fiercest foe — Johnny Johnston of
Gainesville, as the two duked it out
on the court for nearly an hour,
showing a stunned audience how
fast-paced and fervently competitive
wheelchair tennis can be.

“It’s amazing,” said Bob Torger-
son, of the Village of Rio Grande.
Torgerson said he plays tennis four
or five times a week, but has rarely
been as impressed as he was by the
play of Walker and Johnston.

“It really is something,” he added
as he watched Johnston smash a
crisp volley.

By KATIE TAMMEN
DAILY SUN

THE VILLAGES — Res-
idents of a Villages neigh-
borhood are facetiously
considering a name change
after a series of lightning
strikes left electrical systems
fried and a home destroyed.

“Some people are saying
we’re not at Sunset Ridge,
we’re at lightning ridge,”
Bob Csaszar, a Sunset Ridge
at Sunset Pointe resident,

joked as he recalled some of
the most recent lightning
strikes to affect his neigh-
borhood.

On July 25, Stephen and
Mary Jayne Wrobel’s
Blenheim Trail home was
destroyed in a fire ignited
by a lightning strike. Scarce-
ly a week later, another
neighbor reported electrical
problems that are suspected
of being lightning-related.

Wheelchair-bound athletes play with competitive fervor

Stonecrest’s Theater
Guild will be selling
tickets Oct. 14-15 for

its newest presentation, “Run
for the Money,” to be shown
Nov. 1-2. Tickets are $5 each.
This drama should be quite
exciting.

The Theater Guild is asking
Stonecrest clubs to again con-
sider helping with Phase II of
the lighting improvements for
the Community Center. This
will include installing lights on
the stage and relocating the
audio receivers, which will
improve sound quality.

The guild already has
received donations from some
of our Stonecrest clubs, so that
they have been able to pur-
chase additional microphones.
Thanks to everyone who has
helped with this project.

Our annual variety show is
beginning to take shape. Any-
one interested in being a part
of next year’s show should
contact a guild officer or
show up for the guild’s next
meeting at 3:30 p.m. Oct. 14
in the Community Center.

•••
The Garden Club will meet

at 1 p.m. today at the Commu-
nity Center. As usual, they have
invited an expert, Steve Old-
ham, to speak about native
plants and shrubs in a Power-
Point presentation. If you have
had trouble keeping the plants
you are growing looking attrac-
tive, maybe you are working
with the wrong plants. Come
and learn about plants that
have lived in our area in all
kinds of weather, soil and other
situations and continue to
beautify our horizon.

If you wish to share a plant
or two, bring it and it will be
displayed on a table of “starters.”
(October is a good month to
plant.) Also, remember that the
club continues to ask that you
bring a food donation for St.
Theresa’s Food Pantry.

Members are looking for-
ward to Oct. 23, when they
will take a trip to the Florida
Museum of Natural History’s
Butterfly Rainforest. There will
be carpooling from the Com-
munity Center parking lot at
9:30 a.m. If you have questions,
or if any guests plan to partici-
pate in the trip, call 245-5657.

•••
I happened to see Dianne

Schultz recently while I was
having my dog groomed. We
talked for a couple of minutes
and she told me how many
dogs were being given to res-
cue agencies at this time. She is
with the “United Yorkie Res-
cue” as a Southern regional
coordinator. There is a great
need for temporary homes to
keep these Yorkies for a couple
of weeks before they are placed
in a permanent home. As we
talked, she had a 3- to 4-
month-old puppy in her arms
that was sooo cute and cuddly.

If anyone in the area is able
to help as a temporary rescuer,
e-mail her at yorkiepalgal@
gmail.com. Not only residents,
but animals, are losing their
homes during this economic
slowdown. Dianne hopes she
will be able to find a couple of
additional helpers.

Sharon Pierce is the Daily Sun
correspondent for Stonecrest. She
can be reached at 307-5376 or at
RPSPSF@AOL.com.
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Studying swimming
pool usages

Group to discuss
need for increased checks,

changes to guest IDs.
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Deaf and Hearing Services of
Lake & Sumter counties is hosting
a Texas Hold ’Em Poker tourna-
ment fundraiser at 7 p.m. today at
Gator Harley-Davidson’s new
location, 1745 U.S. Highway 441.
Registration is $50, which includes
a $30 entry fee and $20 buy-in.

For additional information, call
the staff at Deaf and Hearing Ser-
vices at 323-0757.

Poker fundraiser
held today

The Pet Lovers rescue group
will host a meet-and-greet of
newly arrived adoptable dogs and
cats from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Satur-
day at Petco, 600 U.S. Highway
27/441, Rolling Acres Plaza. Fea-
tured pets include an adult blind
gray poodle, a young English
golden retriever and several cats
and kittens.

Pet Lovers host
meet-and-greet Saturday

A Columbus Day dinner-dance
will be Saturday at Knights of
Columbus Council 8012, U.S.
Highway 301. Dinner begins at
7 p.m., followed by dancing from
7:30 to 10:30 p.m. Music will be
provided by the Paul Luciano
Band. Cost is $15 per person,
advance tickets only.

For information and reserva-
tions, call Ron at 288-2901.

Dinner-dance set
for Saturday

The 11th annual Lake County
Folk Festival will be 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Saturday and 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. Sunday in the historic
downtown area. The Village Folk
Revival will be one of the featured
music acts, performing its signa-
ture folk and Irish music.

The event is free. For informa-
tion, call 357-8555 or visit
LakeCountyFolkFest.com.

Folk Festival to be
held Saturday, Sunday

The Cancer Support Group
will meet at 2 p.m. Tuesday in
Room 3104 at Community United
Methodist Church, 309 College
Ave. The public is welcome.

For additional information, call
Barbara Barrow at 753-3418.

Cancer support group
to meet Tuesday

Theater
Guild gears
up for fall
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DISADVANTAGES
George Horsford / Daily Sun

Above: Paul Walker, left, and his
tennis coach Larry Santos give a
wheelchair tennis demonstration
on the Paradise Recreation Center
tennis courts.

No real

5) Don’t smoke
in bed.

TOP 5

2) Don’t store
combustible

materials around heat
sources such as hot
water heaters, coffee
makers, toasters and
space heaters.

4) Have a fire
extinguisher in
the kitchen, and
know how
to use it.

Source: District Public Safety Department Fire Marshal Capt. Dan Hickey Graphic by Mike Orton / Daily Sun

1) Never leave cooking
food or burning

candles
unattended.

3) Don’t overload
your power outlets.

The Villages

Villagers to learn about lightning, fire safeguards
Village of Sunset Pointe residents bring
in experts for neighborhood meeting

Sumterville

Two fold
price hike
will boost
utility bills

See BILLS, C10

See FIRE, C4

See WHEELCHAIR, C3

By DAVID R. CORDER
DAILY SUN

SUMTERVILLE — Electric
bills could rise dramatically in
The Villages, if CSX Corp.
gets its way.

The Jacksonville-based rail
carrier has proposed a two-
fold increase in the cost to
transport coal to the power
generator that supplies
Sumter Electric Cooperative.

Seminole Electric Cooper-
ative, the Tampa-based power
generator that supplies SECO,
disclosed the potential for the
cost increase in a complaint it
filed against the rail carrier
with the Surface Transporta-
tion Board, the federal rail-
road regulatory authority.

If CSX prevails in its pro-
posed rate increase, the com-
plaint stated, more than 900,000
metered residential and busi-
ness consumers in 46 Florida
counties will absorb the cost.

“Any fuel cost is a pass-
through to our member sys-
tems,” Seminole Electric
spokesman Jeff Fela said. “The
rail transportation system is
part of the fuel cost.”

Such a pass-through would
affect more than 165,000
SECO member-customers in
Sumter, Lake, Marion, Citrus,
Hernando, Levy and Pasco
counties, SECO spokesman
Barry Bowman said.

The possibility of a price
increase frustrates SECO
management, Bowman added,
because of the cooperative’s
current push to encourage
member-customers to con-
serve electricity.

“You could say that,” Bow-
man said about such frustra-
tion. “Thus far, the negotiations

Cost of transporting
coal may affect SECO
customers in Villages
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Wheelchair-bound athletes play with competitive fervor

By MICHAEL BAKER, DAILY SUN

THE VILLAGES — It looked like a perfectly placed lob as it 
sailed over Paul Walker’s head and dipped gently into the back 
corner of the Paradise Recreation Center tennis court. Undeterred, 
Walker chased it down, spun quickly and hammered the ball down 
the line to win the point.

The audience whistled in admiration and murmured in disbelief.

But a powerful forehand isn’t the only thing that sets Walker apart 
from your average tennis player.

Walker plays the sport from his wheelchair.

On Wednesday morning, fans who gathered at the Paradise courts 
were treated to a competitive doubles match between two 
professional wheelchair tennis players and their able-bodied 
partners.

Walker, who lives in Lakeland, faced his good friend — and often 
fiercest foe — Johnny Johnston of Gainesville, as the two duked it 
out on the court for nearly an hour, showing a stunned audience 
how fast-paced and fervently competitive wheelchair tennis can be.

“It’s amazing,” said Bob Torgerson, of the Village of Rio Grande. 
Torgerson said he plays tennis four or five times a week, but has 
rarely been as impressed as he was by the play of Walker and 
Johnston.

“It really is something,” he added as he watched Johnston smash a 
crisp volley.



Wheelchair tennis has been recognized as a sport since the 
mid-1970s, when it was developed by a young Californian named 
Brad Parks who had recently become a paraplegic. Since then it 
has evolved into a popular professional sport with tournaments 
across the globe and a strong following.

Wheelchair tennis is different from the traditional variety in three 
ways. Most important, players are allowed two bounces before 
hitting the ball (although Walker and Johnston seldom used both of 
them Wednesday).

And because they must maneuver their wheelchairs with their 
hands, the players generally don’t have as much time to prepare for 
each shot.

Finally, because their wheelchairs inhibit their ability to move 
quickly from side to side, players must approach each shot with 
more foresight and planning.

To help temper the last two differences, great strides have been 
taken to make more agile and lighter wheelchairs.

When Walker started playing in 1997, he quickly realized that his 
standard wheelchair would not be suitable for the sport.

“It was holding me back,” he explained.

So he upgraded to one of the specially designed chairs, which have 
slanted wheels for sharper turns and a light titanium frame to 
increase speed. Those chairs can cost up to $3,500.

“Now, my chair doesn’t hold me back at all,” he said. “Now, the 
only thing holding me back is me.”



And from watching the match, it doesn’t look as if that’s holding 
him back much at all. Walker and Johnson hit crisp, accurate shots 
throughout the match and would often bounce from the baseline to 
the net several times over the course of a single point.

Their spirited and aggressive game made most normal tennis 
matches look, well, pedestrian in comparison.

The match was good-natured — sprinkled liberally with trash-talk 
and other friendly insults — but also hotly contested.

When Terry Wilson — a member of The Villages Recreation 
Department and sponsor of the event — hit a nice serve, he joked 
that it clocked in at 137 mph.

“We always add 100 miles to each serve in The Villages,” he 
explained.

As the match went on, the high level of the tennis became 
apparent, and Walker and Johnston joked about some of the 
advantages that wheelchair-bound players have, like the absence of 
rolling an ankle on a stray ball.

“Never, ever, hit a drop shot to a guy on wheels,” Johnston 
admonished at one point. “They get two bounces — they are going 
to get it.”

The advantages the game has given them, though, extend well 
beyond the baseline and the alleys. Both Johnston and Walker have 
found passion and numerous rewards in wheelchair tennis. They 
have each played at a high level and continue to teach the sport.

Accidents in the men’s youth left each without the use of his legs. 



Both men have turned these tragedies on their heads and 
transformed them into strengths.

Johnston lost the use of his legs when he was shot fighting in 
Vietnam seven days after his 19th birthday.

Similarly, after joining the Army, a parachuting accident left 
Walker with “a lot of broken bones and a spinal cord injury.”

In part through tennis, both men have been able to find new 
strength and abilities in the wake of their accidents.

Johnston called it the “best thing that ever happened” to him, and 
Walker said the accident was an “odd blessing.”

Both men have been able to travel around the world and share the 
sport they love with thousands of people.

Their lessons are particularly relevant to The Villages. When Terry 
Wilson first saw a wheelchair tennis match, he knew instantly that 
it would be a great thing to bring to The Villages.

“As we get older, we all experience injuries and handicaps,” he 
said. “I thought it would be a great idea to bring in some of the 
pros to show us all what’s possible.”

Wilson said that it’s easy for people to let the aches and pains of 
aging keep them from getting exercise or playing sports, but 
watching these two men play tennis is sure to make others in 
similar situations realize what they can accomplish if they put their 
minds to it.

“Tennis is great for that,” said Walker. “It’s a sport that allows you 
to capitalize on your strengths and cover up your weaknesses. I see 



people playing into their 50s, 60s, 70s and 80s.”

As Steve Macejak watched from the sidelines, he thought about his 
own situation. He is used to playing tennis three times a week, but 
a knee injury has kept him out for the last few weeks.

“But I’ll get back,” the Country Club Hills resident said 
confidently. “Unless the doctor says I can’t. Then maybe I’ll find 
out some way to do it like this,” he added pointing to Walker as he 
smashed a forehand winner down the line.

Michael Baker is a reporter with the Daily Sun. He can be reached 
at 753-1119, ext. 9245, or Michael.Baker@thevillagesmedia.com.
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