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Green thumbs
Lady Lake Garden Club
to auction off cement
leaves at fundraiser.
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The 12th annual Orange Blos-
som Gardens Lions Club Poker
Run will be held 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Oct. 18. Any means of transporta-
tion is acceptable as long as five
stops are made. Cards are on sale
for $5 Thursday through Saturday
outside Publix and Winn-Dixie on
Bichara Boulevard and again Oct.
9-11. They are also available at The
Villages box offices. For more infor-
mation call Lion Mary at 205-7755.

Lions poker
run Oct. 18

Rotary Club of the Lady
Lake Area meets at 11:45 a.m.
Tuesday at Outback Steakhouse,
710 U.S. Highway 27/441, north
of Rolling Acres Road. Karen
Krauss, supervisor of elections in
Sumter County, will discuss,
“My office and the 2008 elec-
tions.” Past, present and future
Rotarians are welcome. For info,
call membership chairman Jim
Richards at 750-3805.

Rotary Club of Lady Lake
Area meets at Outback

A country music show and jam,
featuring The Lee Ann Noel Band, is
held from 6-9 p.m. Tuesdays at Flori-
da Carriage Museum and Resort,
3000 Marion County Road. A large
dance floor and food and refresh-
ments are available. Admission is $5
and signed up jammers (two songs)
are admitted free. All proceeds bene-
fit Equine Heritage Institute Inc., a
not-for-profit organization. For more
information, call 750-5500.

Country music
jam Tuesday evening

The Lake Sumter Lions Club
will meet at 9 a.m. Wednesday
in the Cheshire Room at Canal
Street Recreation Center. Coffee
and doughnuts will be served
prior to the meeting. Visitors,
prospective members and trans-
fer Lions are welcome. Villages
residents living south of County
Road 466 are invited to join the
club. For information, call Steve
Reymer at 430-2788.

Lake Sumter Lions
Club meets Wednesday

The Kiwanis Club of Wild-
wood meets at 7 a.m. Tuesday
at the Ole Coffee House at the
corner of U.S. Highway 301
and County Road 466A (Cleve-
land Avenue).

All former Kiwanians and
guests are welcome to attend
meetings and learn more about
the club and its programs. For
info, call 748-5228.

Wildwood Kiwanis
meets Tuesday

The Villages

Memorial
bricks to be
dedicated
Nov. 11

See BRICKS, C8

By THERESA CAMPBELL
DAILY SUN

THE VILLAGES — Some
607 new commemorative
bricks in honor of past and
present veterans will be dedi-
cated on Veterans Day, Nov.
11, at Veterans’ Memorial Park
in The Villages.

The 10 a.m. dedication will
be observed on the 10th
anniversary of the park, locat-
ed in Spanish Springs near
Lake Mira Mar and north of
the golf cart bridge on U.S.
Highway 27/441.

Harold Sievers, vice presi-
dent of the park and a resident
of the Village of Country Club
Hills, invites veterans, Vil-
lagers, new residents and visi-
tors to visit the picturesque
park, surrounded by live oak
trees.

“We always hear from vet-
erans that it’s a beautiful park,
and from the kids, they think
it’s cool,” he said.

Sievers is proud of the
thousands of bricks that circle
the park’s large monument
dedicated to U.S. veterans past
and present.

“We now have a total of
7,284 bricks,” he said.

Each numbered brick is
inscribed in black printing
with the name of a living vet-
eran or in memory of a
deceased veteran.

A book at the park lists the
veteran’s rank, years of service
and branch of service.

Sievers believes the bricks
are a convenient memorial for
those unable to make frequent

Ceremony
will honor 607
more veterans

The Villages

Celebrating red, white and green in style

By THERESA CAMPBELL
DAILY SUN

THE VILLAGES — Fes-
tive music and dancing.
Parade entries and golf carts
decorated in red, white and
green. The aroma of Italian
sausage and sweet Italian pas-
tries.

Welcome to Italian Fest in
The Villages.

Marion Sparaco, of the Vil-
lage of Polo Ridge, is ready for
the 2008 Italian Fest festivities,
which will begin simultane-
ously at 4:45 p.m. on Oct. 8
with parades at Lake Sumter
Landing Market Square and
Spanish Springs Town Square.

“It’s just a fun thing being
in the parade, and then after-
wards we have something to
eat and love listening to the
music,” said Sparaco, who
along with her husband, Jim,
are active members of the Ital-
ian-American Club. They are
chairing their club’s involve-
ment in the parades.

Entertainment will follow
the parades, with three stages
of bands at each square, along
with strolling musicians, stilt
walkers and street puppets.
There also will be lots of food.

“It will be a real fun and fes-
tive atmosphere,” said Nadia
Skertich, Town Square/Mar-
ket Square coordinator for Vil-
lages Entertainment. “Italian
Fest is getting bigger and bet-
ter and we have two really
great parades.”

Each parade will have 30
entries, with the Italian-

American Club, a group that
is 800 members strong, serv-
ing as grand marshals. Alto-
gether the club will be repre-
sented with nearly 70 golf
carts decorated festively in
red, white and green and Ital-
ian themes.

Skertich noted festival-
goers will see several parade
groups as returning favorites,
as well as newer groups.

“We have some groups that
have been here for a couple of
years and they are starting to
participate in every parade
and become familiar faces,”
she said. “It’s really a nice mix.
We’ve got walkers, we’ve got
golf carts, a lot of different
types of groups, and lots of
music. It’s going to be a really
great parade with a nice mix
of everything.”

2008 Italian Fest on
Oct. 8 will be bigger
and better than ever

See GREEN, C8

T here is a couple in
Recreation Planta-
tion whom I love

dearly and who are friends to
all. When asked to do a favor,
they never hesitate or say
that they are busy; they are
just always there for you.

Dick and Ursula Simpson
have been helpful to all of us
at one time or another.

I have never heard them
complain about anything;
they are the most giving peo-
ple.

Ursula has taught many
classes in the park, from
Swedish weaving to knitting
to crocheting, and she does it
happily. She is so willing to
share the wealth of informa-
tion and talent she has with
everyone. She also cooks for
the luncheons and any spe-
cial banquets we have —
along with several other
women.

Richard not only stays
busy with all things concern-
ing our men and women
(past and present) in the serv-
ice of our country; he also
has been our Santa for many
years.

They both also help out at
any programs or event that
occur in the park. My pro-
found gratitude goes out to
these two, not for what they
have done for me personally
— and they have done many
things — but for being the
loving and caring couple that
they are.

So, to you, Dick and Ursu-
la, a sincere thank-you; you
are the epitome of what it
means to be a true and loving
friend. We value your friend-
ship. God bless.

•••
I did send out personal

messages at the time of Lau-
rel Marschke’s death but did
not inform my readers due to
an oversight.

Laurel was the daughter of
Recreation Plantation resi-
dents Bob and Kay Lischka. If
you would like to send a note
of condolence, their address
is 1218 Hus Drive, Water-
town, WI 53098. And around
the same time, a park mem-
ber passed away: Paul
Bedell’s wife, Elaine.

If you would like to con-
tact Paul, you can do so at
387 Harleview Drive, Mon-
roe, NH 03771.

•••
Congratulations to this

week’s anniversary celebri-
ties.

Bob and Alice Signorelli
celebrated 55 years of mar-
riage Friday. Our special
friends Larry and Gert
Rieben celebrated 51 years of
wedded bliss Sunday.

Bob and Rose Ryerson will
toast each other commemo-
rating 55 years of marriage
Friday.

We wish all our couples
continued happiness and
love, an abundance of true
and lasting friendships, and
may good health follow you
all the days of your lives. God
bless.

Mary Zalewski is the Daily
Sun columnist for Recreation
Plantation. She may be reached
at bluelady7ski@comcast.net.

Couple
exemplify

true
friendship

Bill Mitchell / Daily Sun file photo
Toni DePinto of The Villages sings with accordion player
Dick Richards during the 2007 Italian Fest at Lake Sumter
Landing.

SUMMERFIELD

A wedding wish
By MICHAEL BAKER
DAILY SUN

SUMMERFIELD —

A ll eyes were on Bradley
Beigh as he dug in his shirt
pocket for the wedding ring.

He fumbled around for a few sec-
onds before pulling it out and handing
it to his son Andrew.

Father and son locked eyes as
friends and family members brushed
tears from theirs.

Without warning, Bradley placed

Father able to attend
son’s wedding at
hospice ceremony

See WISH, C3

Photos by Mark DiOrio / Daily Sun
Stephanie Romero and Heritage Community Church pastor Sidney Brock watch as Andrew Beigh hugs his father
Bradley, a hospice patient, during Andrew and Stephanie’s wedding Sunday at The Tuscany House in Summerfield.

Stephanie
Beigh
hugs her
father-in-law
Bradley
following the
wedding
ceremony.
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Father able to attend son's wedding at hospice ceremony

By MICHAEL BAKER, DAILY SUN

SUMMERFIELD - All eyes were on Bradley Beigh as he dug in 
his shirt pocket for the wedding ring.

He fumbled around for a few seconds before pulling it out and 
handing it to his son Andrew.

Father and son locked eyes as friends and family members brushed 
tears from theirs.

Without warning, Bradley placed his hands on the arms of his 
wheelchair and, with considerable effort, stood up to embrace his 
son.

Bradley knew that he was the reason that the wedding had been 
planned in a frenzied two weeks and the reason it was being held at 
his new home, Tuscany House, a Hospice of Marion County.

It was the least he could do, he thought, to stand up and hug his 
son.

Two weeks ago, Andrew, 21, tentatively approached Rose Roach, a 
medical social worker at Tuscany House, to see if it would be 
possible to have a wedding there.

He really wanted his father to be at his wedding, he explained, and 
there didn't seem to be any other way. Bradley, who had been 
battling colon cancer since October, had moved into Tuscany 
House just a week before and was not healthy enough to leave.

"My father means everything to me," Andrew said. "I just wanted 



him at my wedding."

As soon as he told Roach how much he wanted his father to 
witness his wedding, she started planning.

Local chefs donated food and tables and linens. The band, the 
limo, even the beach house for the honeymoon were donated to the 
cause.

"Everyone who heard pitched in," Roach said.

Before they knew it, the whole wedding was planned.

After everything looked to be in order, Andrew told his parents. 
They were overjoyed.

"Sometimes, he knows me better than I know myself," Bradley 
said.

Andrew's mother, Marina, told her son that she had been very upset 
that her own father had not been at her wedding.

Andrew was not going to let that happen at his wedding.

He and his bride-to-be, Stephanie Romero, 20, went ahead in the 
whirlwind of wedding plans, while Bradley and Marina basked in 
the warmth of the approaching ceremony.

"I just want a good ceremony for my son, a beautiful wedding," 
Bradley said the morning before the wedding. "I'm just glad I'm 
here for it."

Indeed, the impending wedding seemed to buoy Bradley's spirits. 
After struggling to get rest, Bradley slept for 20 hours a couple of 



days prior to the wedding, which Andrew took as a wonderful 
omen.

As the ceremony approached, Bradley talked happily about leaving 
his bed and going to the sun-dappled courtyard for the ceremony.

"Just dress me up, comb my hair and put me in a wheelchair," he 
said with a smile.

By midafternoon, rooms throughout Tuscany House were teeming 
with guests preparing themselves for the wedding, aglow with 
excitement. Andrew's sister, Rachel, 17, helped Stephanie get 
dressed as they talked about the future and the past.

The young couple, who live in Leesburg, have known each other 
since childhood.

"We met playing soccer," Stephanie said. Soon they will be trying 
to get their blackbelts in karate together. "We do everything 
together," the bride said.

She joked with Bradley about how he felt about another woman 
joining his family.

"I love you, Stephanie," he said simply.

Out in the courtyard, the small crowd huddled closely as Andrew 
and Stephanie traded vows. The Rev. Sidney Brock, a pastor who 
has known the couple since they were children, officiated.

"You all can touch each other," he teased. "It's not illegal."

In March, Andrew will follow in his father's footsteps and sail with 
the Navy.



But March is a long, long way off. Until then he is more than 
happy to share an embrace with his father on his wedding day.

Michael Baker is a reporter with the Daily Sun. He can be reached 
at 753-1119, ext. 9245 or Michael.Baker@thevillagesmedia.com.
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