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The Rotary Club of The Vil-
lages meets for breakfast at 7
a.m. every Thursday at La
Hacienda Center. Former
Rotarians and others interested
in becoming involved in the
community are welcome. For
information, contact member-
ship chairman Robert Sadrack
at 259-2036, rsadrack@
yahoo.com or club president
Steve Smiley at 208-5729.

Rotary Club of The
Villages meets Thursday

The Kiwanis Club of Lady
Lake will not hold its usual
meeting Thursday; instead,
members will gather for the
annual Christmas party. The
club also will not meet Christ-
mas Day.

Lady Lake Kiwanis
will not meet Thursday

The Restless Leg Syndrome
Support Group will meet at 2
p.m. today at The Villages Clini-
cal Laboratory, Building 1800,
1501 U.S. Highway 27/441.
Licensed nutritionist Jeff
Wittman will speak on “Nutri-
ents and Drug Reactions.” Meet-
ings are open to the public at no
cost. Printed medical informa-
tion from the RLS Foundation
is available at meetings.

RLS Support Group
will meet today

Leesburg Regional Medical
Center Auxiliary is holding a
jewelry and purse sale from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. today and Thurs-
day at Leesburg Regional Med-
ical Center, 600 Dixie Ave. Hol-
iday shoppers will find an array
of intriguing items at bargain
prices. Proceeds benefit the
auxiliary’s programs and med-
ical scholarships.

Jewelry and purse sale
held today, Thursday

The League of Women Vot-
ers of The Villages/Tri-County
Area will hold its annual Holi-
day Luncheon at 11:30 a.m.
Thursday at Stonecrest Country
Club. All league meetings and
events are open to the public.

For information and reserva-
tions, call Joanne M. Coen at
750-1366.

League of Women Voters’
holiday luncheon Thursday

By MICHAEL BAKER
DAILY SUN

THE VILLAGES —

M ary Royer’s retirement
lasted all of three months.
She retired from her job as

a budget analyst in July 2004 and was
embarking on a new career by
October.

Like many retirees, Royer’s second
career was in retail. For the past four
years she has been working at Belk
department store in La Plaza Grande
Shopping Center.

“I love it,” the Village of Springdale
resident said. “I wanted something
other than reports and accounting.”

A new study released in July by the

THE VILLAGES

Going in a new direction
Mark DiOrio / Daily Sun

Belk sales associate Mary Royer has been working at Belk in The Villages since October 2004.

The Villages

SHINE
a little
light on
Medicare

See MEDICARE, C6

By APRIL TOLER
DAILY SUN

THE VILLAGES — With
insurance premiums and pre-
scription drug costs on the
rise, many area seniors are re-
evaluating their Medicare
plans, hoping to make their
health care more affordable.

“We have been speaking to
more people because of the
increase,” said Andrea Gary,
outreach and publicity man-
ager for SHINE (Serving
Health Insurance Needs of
Elders). “Most are worried
about the ability to afford the
services and their prescrip-
tion drugs.”

SHINE volunteers provide
free, one-on-one insurance
counseling regarding
Medicare options and pre-
scription assistance for sen-
iors.

Each year, during
Medicare’s annual enrollment
period, SHINE volunteers
encourage seniors to review
their Medicare plans to make
sure they are receiving the
best plan for their medical
needs.

Medicare open enrollment
lasts until Dec. 31 and is sen-
iors’ one chance per year to
change their Medicare Pre-
scription Drug or Medicare
Advantage Plans.

For the past five years,
Betty Cunningham, Lake
County coordinator for
SHINE, has been helping
seniors understand the some-
times-confusing Medicare
process.

But this year, Cunningham
said she and her fellow volun-
teers have been busier than
ever due to increasing

Seniors can access
free and individual
counseling on plans

The Villages

Every little bit can help a hungry family

By APRIL TOLER
DAILY SUN

THE VILLAGES — As the
holiday season nears, most
families are stocking their
kitchen cupboards with the
makings of a holiday feast.

As residents throughout
the community begin shop-
ping for those holiday treats,
local food pantries are asking
for a little help in filling their
shelves for families in need.

“Every little bit helps,” said

Cheryl Hershberger, director
of the Christian Food Pantry,
which serves almost 600
families.

Although helping put food
on the tables of people in
need is not new, area pantries

say they have experienced an
increase in clients this year
due to current economic
challenges.

A number of those people,

Local food pantries
cite increased need,
ask for extra help

Retirees and retailers
reap the rewards of
return to work force

See FAMILY, C3See WATSON, C3

“T he best service a
retired general
can perform is

to turn in his tongue along
with his uniform.” That quote
by Omar Bradley, the World
War II hero and first chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, has
stuck with me all these years.

Button your lips, gentle-
men. That may be appropriate
advice for top brass but hey,
Brad, you should know that
old soldiers never die, they
just sit around telling war
stories.

Without war stories, happy
hour would be
idle hour at
the bars of
most veterans’
posts. Heck, I
still amuse my
grandkids with
military deeds
in my North-
ern Maryland
campaign —
that is, eight

weeks of basic training at
Aberdeen Proving Ground.

I was a lowly private, but
the sarge selected me for a
night operation to reconnoiter
a nearby communications
installation. Actually, I was
detailed to scrub a telephone
pole with a toothbrush at mid-
night for failing to wear my
name tag during inspection.

All of which leads me to
our luncheon get-together
with Phil and Mary Joyce the
other day at Panera Bread
(restaurant). The Joyces reside
at Cypress Point in The Vil-
lages. Phil and I served togeth-
er in the Army’s Public Infor-
mation Office on Okinawa
during the Korean War.

He returned stateside to
work for newspapers in
Albany, Buffalo and Philadel-
phia, where he’s retired from
the editorial staff of the Inquir-
er. Me? I returned and spent
25 years working at race-
tracks, both harness and thor-
oughbred, with a few newspa-
per jobs sprinkled in between.

Anyway, we both agreed
that duty on Okinawa was a
lark. For one, no KP. In our
barracks, we all chipped in $3
a month to pay Okinawan
indigents to handle kitchen
chores.

Yes, folks, Phil and I
engaged in our war stories
while the ladies engaged in
ladies’ stories.

And, besides our daily
duties in the Public Informa-
tion Office, Phil and I were
buddies, not only at work but
play — that is, we palled
around together in off-hours
and weekends, even went
together on a seven-day fur-
lough to Tokyo.

We still chuckle at the
“sporting” events in the Oki-
nawan villages, usually on
weekends. Let’s see. There
were cockfights, which we
found disdainful. The mon-
goose-habu fight was more
interesting but, heck, the mon-
goose always killed the snake.
The bullfights were different —
bulls battling bulls. There was
no toreador prancing around
disguising his sword under a
red cape. And, by the way, I
was no match for the natives
in pingpong.

I had a favorite Okinawan

Army pals
admired

Ernie Pyle

See DIRECTION, C8

Bill Mitchell / Daily Sun
Volunteers Bill Black, Carol Andreasiam, Pam Hanover and
Ginny Porbski volunteer their time as they help sort food at
the Christian Food Pantry in Lady Lake on Monday.

Donation locations
Donations for the Christian Food Pantry are being collected at all
Citizens First banks, all Villages recreation centers, all Villages fire
stations, North Lake Presbyterian Church and the pantry, on East
Lady Lake Boulevard.
Donations for the St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church food pantry can
be dropped off at Mother’s Attic, 115 Main St., Wildwood.
Donations for the Wildwood Food Pantry can be dropped off at New
Covenant United Methodist Church, Hope Lutheran Church, in The
Villages, or the pantry, at Wildwood Methodist Church, 300 Mason St.,
Wildwood.

Mark DiOrio / Daily Sun
Belk customer Sharon Newman is assisted by Belk sales associate Darlene
Steele on Monday in The Villages.

Joyce
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Retirees and retailers reap the rewards of return to work force

By MICHAEL BAKER, DAILY SUN

THE VILLAGES — Mary Royer’s retirement lasted all of three 
months. She retired from her job as a budget analyst in July 2004 
and was embarking on a new career by October.

Like many retirees, Royer’s second career was in retail. For the 
past four years she has been working at Belk department store in 
La Plaza Grande Shopping Center.

“I love it,” the Village of Springdale resident said. “I wanted 
something other than reports and accounting.”

A new study released in July by the Urban Institute, a Washington 
D.C.-based nonprofit research organization, showed that retail 
employs nearly 350,000 people age 65 and older — more than any 
other industry.

One of Royer’s co-workers — Darlene Steele of Stonecrest — said 
that she joined the retail work force because she enjoyed 
interacting with people.

She worked the bulk of her life as an executive secretary for 
General Motors before retiring six years ago.

But after two years without a job, Steele decided to get back to 
work and decided that retail was the way to go.

“You get bored,” she said. “You get your house in order and you 
think, ‘What else can I do?”

And, for her, the answer was retail.



Steele worked for three months at Target, but the work was hard 
and she was offered more money at Belk. Since then, she’s been 
working more than 30 hours a week in the handbags and 
accessories section of the store.

Extra income, health care benefits and flexible hours all are draws 
for seniors to retail, as well.

With the holiday season here, Royer said the extra income and 
employee discounts are additional incentives to remain in the work 
force.

“I like to say that I work two days a week and shop three,” she 
said.

For Bob Mitchell, beginning a new career in retail was kind of like 
coming full circle. The Village of Ashland resident had started in 
retail before eventually settling into a career with the Gortex 
company.

But when it came time to retire, Mitchell said he knew he wanted 
to return to retail.

“I was tired of traveling,” he said.

So Mitchell found a job as assistant manager at JoS A. Bank 
Clothiers in Lake Sumter Landing.

“It’s very stimulating,” he said. “The hours aren’t bad, and it keeps 
me really, really active.”

And there are incentives in the other side of the equation, as well.



The retail industry regularly expands and contracts, necessitating a 
regular re-upping of staff. And some managers are more than 
willing to fill their ranks with veteran employees.

Ken Williams, Belk’s store manager, said he likes the employees 
he has and that he chooses them for a reason.

“They’re dedicated and have a strong work ethic,” he said. “I 
would guess that 90 percent of my work force is made up of 
(previously retired workers).”

Michael Baker is a reporter with the Daily Sun. He can be reached 
at 753-1119, ext. 9245, or Michael.Baker@thevillagesmedia.com.>
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