
___

Flip
through
today’s
paper

AMNY Newsletter
Manage your settings.

Manage

The Villager

That’s all she wrote:
B & N to close
By amNY ! 0 comments Posted on April 17, 2007

" Sign up for our COVID-19
newsletter to stay up-to-date on
the latest coronavirus news
throughout New York City

!

Home Pros

FIND A PRO

!
5 SECONDS OF S…
YOUNGBLOOD FULL TRACK

"

Home

Pros

Best

of
News ⌵Boroughs ⌵

Business

Events
Games

Digital

Editions
WebinarsPodcasts ! " # $ # $

By Kristin Edwards 

Large retailers like Barnes & Noble are usually
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considered a threat to smaller businesses and
are often blamed for driving them out of
business.

In the East Village, however, the bookstore
competition will get a little lighter when the
Barnes & Nobles at 4 Astor Pl. closes down.
The New York Post reported last week the
store will be closing at the end of the year.

The Post reported that the company’s shares
have decreased 10 percent this year following
a decrease in revenue.

Last Friday, however, business at the Astor Pl.
bookstore looked good. On the ground-floor
level, there was a line of shoppers waiting to
make purchases at the register, while others
perused books on the shelves and display
tables. Upstairs, nearly every table in the
store’s cafe was filled with people drinking
coffee and poring over magazines. It was a
sharp contrast to the handful of customers at
Shakespeare & Co., at  716 Broadway, just
around the corner.
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However, not everyone who goes to Barnes &
Noble makes a purchase.
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Bansi Kachalia, a Pace University senior, said
the Barnes & Noble was a great place to “go
and hang out while waiting to meet up with
someone or to just chill at before you go
somewhere else.” She said while she enjoys
flipping through the books and magazines, she
rarely buys anything.

Mary Ellen Keating, a Barnes & Nobles
spokesperson, denied any connection between
lower stock prices and the closing of the store.

“This has nothing to do with sales, this is
about rent,” she said. “The store is closing
because we can’t afford the rent. We wish we
could stay, but we can’t.”

With Barnes & Noble closed, the area will
be relying on smaller bookstores, including St.
Mark’s Book Shop, at 31 Third Ave., and East
Village Books, at 99 St. Mark’s Pl., as well as
Shakespeare & Co.

Keith McEvoy, Shakespeare & Co.’s manager,
said their store doesn’t face any threat of
closing.
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“We’re doing fairly well,” he said. Asked if he
though Internet sites like Amazon.com were
affecting sales, he said, “It obviously has an
effect, and is changing how we do business.
But we have a big business in textbooks.
People can’t get them immediately online.”

Honi Klein, executive director of the Village
Alliance business improvement district, said
she had just heard the news about Barnes &
Noble.

“I was surprised when I heard it was closing,”
Klein said. She said she was unaware of any
other businesses on Astor Pl. or St. Mark’s Pl.
east of Broadway that had left or were leaving
due to high rents.
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The East Village digs in to dig out as the
lighter wave of major snowstorm hits area

Violent man stabbed two people on Midtown
street in middle of snowstorm: NYPD

Video shows brutal assault of robbery victim
inside Dunkin’ Donuts at Manhattan’s Fulton
Street station

Irate gambler bashes Chinatown store work-
er with sign over lotto machine closure: cops
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Video shows thieves robbing man at gunpoint on rainy night in Brooklyn
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Tony DeAngelo punched by teammate in altercation that led to Rangers waiving him:
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More from around NYC

Brooklyn Paper

The race for NYC Mayor: Ray
McGuire, Democratic Candidate for

Mayor of NYC

QNS

Queens lawmaker calls for tenant,
landlord relief in state budget

Tony DeAngelo punched by teammate in altercation that led to Rangers waiving him:
Source

Shutdowns could be on the horizon in NYC again as Cuomo, Fauci eyes rising
hospitalization rates
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Bronx Times

Bronx veteran deals with the loss of
his mother and grandmother

Brownstoner

Sunset Park Finnish Co-op With Two
Bedrooms, Renovated Kitchen, in-

Unit Laundry Asks $664K
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