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Parks pans labyrinths
but artist ;ghts to
save one
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" Sign up for our COVID-19
newsletter to stay up-to-date on the
latest coronavirus news throughout
New York City

By Kristin Edwards

When writer Mary McHugh’s daughter died of
diabetes, she found solace in walking one of
the labyrinths in the plaza at the north end of
Union Square. These labyrinths have become
her quiet place in the city — a place, however,
that might not be around much longer.

The Parks Department plans to redesign Union
Square Park’s north end and the square’s
northern plaza, where three labyrinths are
currently painted on the asphalt. Under the
plan, the labyrinths would be painted over.

Diana Carulli, the artist who painted the
labyrinths — actually, two labyrinths and one
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maze — is fighting for them to remain in the
northern plaza. The difference between a
labyrinth and a maze as Carulli explained it, is
that a maze has choices — “It tricks you” —
while a labyrinth has only one path.
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Carulli is not pushing to save all three.

“I’d settle for one!” she said.

Carulli explained that the labyrinths — and
even the maze — are a peaceful place in the
city, one worth keeping.

“It’s something useful,” she said.

Carulli feels the labyrinths are a great use of
space and also provide very good exercise. It’s
a place where people can walk tranquilly, while
kids can still ride bikes or skateboard over the
paintings.

McHugh agrees. When diabetes caused her
daughter to go blind, then suffer kidney failure
and finally die, McHugh desperately sought a
way to cope. McHugh, who lives in New Jersey
but is frequently in the city, began taking up
walking to help her deal with her grief.
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McHugh believes the walking helped because,
as she said, “It helps to stimulate the serotonin
and puts you in a better frame of mind.”
McHugh began reading a lot of books about
walking and came across a book on labyrinths.
The book told of all the labyrinth locations in
the city. Learning there was one in Union
Square Park, McHugh decided to give it a try.

McHugh said she had a spiritual experience
when she walked the labyrinth the first time.
She walked very slowly until she got to the
center.

“I learned it’s more about the journey then the
destination,” McHugh said. Pacing the labyrinth
was more peaceful and spiritual than other
walking, she said, because, “You have to look
down to follow the path. You aren’t getting
distracted by everything around you and all the
noise inside your head.”

McHugh wrote an article for Family Circle
magazine in which she described how walking
helped her cope with her grief. Carulli read the
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article, and asked if she could use it to help
support her fight to save the labyrinths.

McHugh said she was happy to help her. The
two corresponded through e-mails, and
eventually met in person to walk the labyrinths
together. They plan to meet again to walk the
labyrinths once more, McHugh said.

Carulli painted the labyrinths in Union Square’s
northern plaza in 1999, after fighting for four
years for permission. After learning of Parks’
plan to pave over the labyrinths, Carulli
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designed her own proposal, which includes a
cement labyrinth to replace one that would be
paved over.

“They are very popular. They’re a tourist
attraction,” Carulli said of the labyrinths.

Despite writing many letters and petitions, and
even offering to fundraise for her proposal,
Carulli’s request was still denied.

Carulli has painted other labyrinths in the city
— one of which was paved over despite
Carulli’s plea to remake it in cement.

According to Ashe Reardon, a Parks
spokesperson, the labyrinths simply don’t go
with the new design the department wants to
execute.

Reardon said that Parks felt the labyrinths
were more appropriate for a children’s
playground.

McHugh said that while putting a labyrinth in a
playground is a great idea, she feels one should
be included in the square’s northern plaza, as
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well.

2/2/21, 3:44 PM
Page 7 of 15



Popular in the Community

Related Articles
AdChoices Sponsored

2/2/21, 3:44 PM
Page 8 of 15



Violent man stabbed two people on Midtown
street in middle of snowstorm: NYPD

Video shows brutal assault of robbery victim
inside Dunkin’ Donuts at Manhattan’s Fulton
Street station

Irate gambler bashes Chinatown store work-
er with sign over lotto machine closure: cops

Marking presidential transition in Soho

Recommended for You

2/2/21, 3:44 PM
Page 9 of 15



New York: Say Bye To Expensive Solar Panels If You Own A Home In These Zip Codes
Sponsored | Energy Bill Cruncher

2/2/21, 3:44 PM
Page 10 of 15



If you have an iPhone, this dice game is highly addicting
Sponsored | Download Yahtzee® with Buddies

Staten Island woman dies after her throat is cut in her apartment: cops

2/2/21, 3:44 PM
Page 11 of 15



SECOND WAVE: Cases surge on tip of Rockaways, five NYC areas above 5% COVID-19

positivity

Here’s How to Create a $1,000 Without Doing Anything Illegal
Sponsored | thepennyhoarder.com

2/2/21, 3:44 PM
Page 12 of 15



New York Drivers with No DUI's Are Getting a Big Pay Day January
Sponsored | Smart Lifestyle Trends

2/2/21, 3:44 PM
Page 13 of 15



More from around NYC

Brooklyn Paper

Blank Street opens ;rst brick-and-
mortar shop on Bedford Avenue

QNS

More questions build around Sandy
Alderson, Mets after troubling

Mickey Callaway report

New York City hotels and nearby attractions where you'll find holiday magic

Homeless advocates outraged after judge orders Lucerne Hotel residents moved from
Upper West Side

2/2/21, 3:44 PM
Page 14 of 15



Bronx Times

Five takeaways from AOC’s
Instagram Live on Capitol coup and

surviving sex abuse

Brownstoner

Sunset Park Finnish Co-op With Two
Bedrooms, Renovated Kitchen, in-

Unit Laundry Asks $664K

Contact Us iOS App Android App Networking Events " Home Pros ! " # $

© amNY 2021 Schneps Media Privacy Policy Terms of Use

Comments

2/2/21, 3:44 PM
Page 15 of 15


