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It’s no secret that women in the music industry are often pitted against one another, being 
forced by record labels and the media to compete for fame, success, and overall status in the 
music world. 

However, these two artists have refused to succumb to the pressures of the industry and 
instead have chosen to unite under the forces of sisterhood and compassion for one another. 
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Just a few weeks ago on the night of May 9, Neo-Soul legends Erykah Badu and Jill Scott 
came together on Instagram live to showcase their classic R&B tracks to an audience of more 
than 700,000 viewers. The event was hosted by Verzuz TV, a platform run by prominent music 
producers, Swizz Beats and Timbaland. 

Verzuz TV was created in order to entertain lovers of music who longed to go to concerts and 
shows but are trapped in their houses due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. In a way, it 
creates an atmosphere for viewers to see a live show while not having to resort to leaving the 
comfort and safety of their own homes. 

For almost four hours, Badu and Scott enjoyed the company of one another, pouring 
themselves drinks and asking how the other person was doing as well as reminiscing on their 
careers, both which have spanned for nearly 20 years and counting. 



The battle first began with both artists introducing and playing their versions of the song “You 
Got Me” by Philadelphia-based band, The Roots. Both artists had a hand in the creation of the 
song; Badu singing the chorus on it, and Scott writing the lyrics for it. From there each of them 
took turns going back and forth playing what audiences considered to be their best songs, with 
Badu and Scott reflecting on how personal some of these tracks are and what situations or 
emotions led to the making of them.Some of the classic tracks included the following: 

• The Way by Jill Scott
• On & On by Erykah Badu
• Calls by Robert Glasper featuring Jill Scott
• Didn’t Cha Know by Erykah Badu



• He Loves Me (Lyzel in E Flat) by Jill Scott
• Next Lifetime by Erykah Badu

These are tracks that many lovers of the Neo-Soul genre grew up listening to as children and 
have grown to love over the years. 

Jill Scott even went as far as to help Badu out by playing her song, “Tyrone” when Badu faced 
technical difficulties, as the device she was broadcasting from died. The song was played by 
Scott until Badu was able to log back in, which she was very thankful for.

“I’m so happy that you played Tyrone for me. See, that’s what real women do,” 
Badu thanked Scott.

Although the main purpose of the battle was to see who had the better catalogue, and who the 
audience vibed with more, it was not really a battle in that sense at all, as neither Badu nor 
Scott exhibited any competitiveness or rivalry towards one another. They instead chose to have 
an intimate night, bonding over their shared love of artistry and performing. 

Along with the 750,000 viewers who were watching the event take place, many notable figures 
were present too, expressing their appreciation of Badu and Scott’s music in the comment 
section. Some of the people who watched the live stream were Rihanna, Tyler, The Creator, 
Marsha Ambrosius, Janelle Monáe, Snoop Dogg, and even former First Lady, Michelle Obama. 

Following the end of the battle, both Badu and Scott’s streams have tripled, with their 
combined streams growing by 300 percent, seeing a rise from 2 million to 6 million streams. 
This is known as the “Verzuz Effect.” Thanks to a delightful Saturday evening, fans have been 
relying on the likes of Spotify, Apple Music, Tidal, and other platforms to keep the momentum 
going. 

Here is a link to the official playlist of the battle from Spotify:

Verzuz: Erykah Badu vs. Jill Scott
Spoti!



Spoti!

1 You Got Me
The Roots, Tariq Trotter, Erykah Badu, Eve

4:19

2 You Got Me (Featuring Jill Scott) - Live / 1999
The Roots, Jill Scott

8:50

3 On & On
Erykah Badu

3:46

4 Gettin' In the Way
Jill Scott

3:56

5 Didn't Cha Know
Erykah Badu

3:58

6 Rolling Hills
Jill Scott

4:47

7 Back In The Day
Erykah Badu

4:46

8 Slowly Surely
Jill Scott

4:35

9 Other Side Of The Game
Erykah Badu

6:33

10 Calls
Robert Glasper, Jill Scott

5:42

11 Appletree
Erykah Badu

4:25

12 Whenever You're Around
Jill Scott

4:05

13 Time's A Wastin
Erykah Badu

6:40

14 Can't Wait
Jill Scott

4:31

15 Cleva
Erykah Badu, Roy Ayers

3:45

16 Watching Me
Jill Scott

3:48
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