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T O W E R I N G 
P R E S E N C E

HE MAY NOT HAVE 
been a household 
name like his peer 

Frank Lloyd Wright, who 
called him “the only other 
honest architect in America,” 
but Ralph Thomas Walker 
dialed up plenty of glamour 
during the 1920s and ’30s 
with his Art Deco buildings 
designed for the New York Telephone 
Company, which was seeking new 
structures to house its equipment and 
burnish its image. “His designs created 
a presence,” says Kathryn Holliday, 
an architecture professor at the 
University of Texas at Arlington and 
the author of Ralph Walker: Architect 
of the Century (Rizzoli). “They were 
a public proclamation of what the 
telephone meant to American cities.”   

A century later, several of Walker’s 
buildings are enjoying a renaissance as luxury 
residential conversions boasting “thick concrete 
floors, high ceilings, and big windows, in addition 

to prime locations,” 
Holliday says. 
Among them is the 
Financial District’s 
One Hundred 
Barclay (formerly 
known as the 

Barclay-Vesey Building), Walker’s first (1921) 
New York Telephone Company commission. 
In 2016, the top 22 floors debuted as 157 luxury 
condos with 40,000 square feet of amenities, 
including a wine-tasting room and an 82-foot-
long lap pool. His 1931 tower for the company’s 
Long Island headquarters in downtown 
Brooklyn (it received landmark designation 
in 2004) was converted into the BellTell Lofts 
in 2008 by architects Beyer Blinder Belle, the 
firm that restored Grand Central Station. In 
Hell’s Kitchen, Stella Tower (1930), named 
for Walker’s wife, now houses 51 residences 
and is topped by a dramatic exterior crown 
that was painstakingly reconstructed. But 
perhaps the poshest of all is Chelsea’s Walker 
Tower (1929), which actress Cameron Diaz 
and cosmetics queen Laura Mercier have 
both called home. More recently occupied by 
Verizon before its top floors were converted 
into 50 glamorous condos by architecture firm 
CetraRuddy, the building set a downtown 
sales record in 2014 when its penthouse 
sold for more than $50 million. Walker was 
nothing if not prescient, once observing that 
“the skyscraper is the only means of living in 
the age of the machine.” —Bart Boehlert 
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perty fully furnished by top designer Steven Gambrel 
near the Connecticut−New York border, this eight-

n the market for a hefty $30 million. Built in 1994, the 
uare feet across four 昀oors, with a palatial reception 

m, orangerie, wine cellar, theater, and both gourmet 
lude indoor and outdoor pools, a pool house, and 
Simon Johnson. The property has the added bene昀t 
of being situated within Conyers Farm, an exclusive 
1,000-acre gated enclave with 24-hour security and 
access to the nearby Greenwich Polo Club. “This 
residence has every conceivable amenity down to 
the linens, pots, and pans,” says listing agent Leslie 
McElwreath of Sotheby’s International Realty. “The 
next owner can literally move in and host a dinner 
party that night.” —J. N. 

Phone Home 
 Ralph Thomas 
Walker’s Deco 

buildings for the 
New York Telephone 

Company have 
become desirable 

residential  
addresses.  
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