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UNW School of Business’s 
Five C’s 
 
The UNW School of Business is always looking for ways to grow in our 

service to our students and alumni. Our mission and strategy are 

represented in these 5 C’s.  

 

Culture. We seek to create an environment that fosters learning, 

communication, and professional development where all students and 

professors feel welcomed.  

 

Character. As Christians, we strive toward a high standard of integrity, 

morality, and excellence. As part of this initiative, we believe in always 

finding ways to improve our standards. 

 

Curriculum. Being part of an academic institution, we are continuously 

ensuring our course offerings are relevant to the changing marketplace and 

give students a fully rounded education that leads to a successful career. 

 

Career. Our job is to prepare students for their careers. This means we are 

working with Career Development to help students find relevant internship 

and career opportunities. 

 

Connections. We are finding new ways to cultivate our valued community 

while also expanding it, and through our Business Alumni Board, we are 

seeking to maintain our alumni connections. 

 

 
 
 

Stay in Contact  

Facebook 
UNW School of Business 

Instagram 
@unwbusiness 

Website 
unwsp.edu/academics/schools
-and-departments/school-of-
business 

 

THE 
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2021 ITALY STUDY 
ABROAD  
 

In the summer of 2021, UNW business students will have the 

opportunity to study abroad in Perugia, Italy, in a four week 

trip led by accounting professor Christine Olsen. This is the 

first School of Business led trip to Europe and will create more 

opportunities for students beyond the classroom.  

 

We developed this trip to introduce students to a wider 

range of business environments than the traditional 

classroom setting allows, giving our students further 

hands-on and global experience. Since many students are 

unable to undertake a full semester abroad, we decided to 

offer a more feasible four-week summer option. Students 

will stay in apartment-style housing provided by the 

Umbra Institute, an organization offering study abroad 

opportunities, and by being involved with the local life in 

Perugia, trip participants will get valuable experience 

pertinent to today’s increasingly globalized economy.  

 

Through our course offerings of International Business and 

Business Ethics, students will be able to earn up to half a 

semester of business credits. Students will also be able to earn 

core curriculum credits through coinciding art department 

and English department Italy trips.  

 

Beyond traditional lecture elements, we are incorporating 

field trips and case studies involving the area around 

Perugia into each course. These excursions will bring our 

classroom teachings to life and enliven the learning 

experience.  

 

 

On weekends, students will be able to take independent 

trips to surroundings areas or countries, living out their 

Christian faith in a new setting and learning lessons they 

can transfer into their future careers and lives as 

representatives of Christ.   

 

As we continue to plan this trip and look for 

opportunities for students in Italy, please contact us 

(schoolofbusiness@unwsp.edu) if you have any business 

connections in Italy.  

 

 
 

BUSINESS MENTORSHIP 
PROGRAM  

 

In 2013, we began the UNWSP Business Mentorship 

Program to connect alumni with ambitious current students. 

Since then, the program has helped students discover career 

options, navigate the professional world, and apply their 

networking skills.  

 

Approximately once a month, alumni mentors meet with 

their mentees to discuss career paths, current business 

topics, and interviewing tips. This program gives our 

students an opportunity to practice professional conversation 

and maintaining connections while alumni get to share their 

experiences with motivated young professionals.  

 

Students also can ask questions about their career path and 

have an experienced alumnus address some of their concerns 

as they transition from college to career.   
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UNW BUSINESS COUPLE TIES 
THE KNOT 

  
John (Marketing, ’20) and Keeley (Marketing, ’19) Thannum married this 

June in a small ceremony in Scandia, MN. Keeley and John initially met 

when Jessa Nelson began class by asking students to “greet one another 

with a holy kiss” (Rom. 16:16).  John turned to Keeley and jokingly said, 

“Yeah, I’m not actually gonna kiss you.” Keeley and John later bonded 

over this sense of sarcastic humor as they worked on several group 

projects, eventually began dating, and got engaged last September.  

 

“We had tossed around the idea of waiting to get married,” says Keeley, 

“but in the end, it just came down to not wanting this pandemic to keep 

us from being happy and from walking the path God set out for us.”  

Despite their smaller-than-planned ceremony, Keeley and John plan on 

having a larger reception at a later date.  

 

As the Thannums begin this new life stage, Keeley is working for Plus 

Relocation, and John is job searching. 

 

Emily Schleter (Accounting and Business 

Data Analytics, ’21) found success in the 

mentorship program by learning from her 

mentors’ career experience. “I gained great 

advice from my mentors about what jobs in 

my major look like and how to best apply for 

positions in the industry,” says Emily. “I had 

the opportunity to line up a job shadow and 

create connections with business 

professionals outside of Northwestern. 

Overall, I am very happy that I signed up for 

the mentorship program.” 

 

To mentor a current business student or learn 

more, contact Sierra Kargbo at 

srkargbo@students.unwsp.edu.
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