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BAE WATCH: 
Kezii Curtis By Princess Gabbara

Charm City Kings
Sweartagawd is a character that I think a lot 
of  people can relate to. [He is] the fun-loving 
jokester friend who can make everyone laugh 
… Sweartagawd is the voice of  reason and 
the bridge that brings his polar opposite 
friends, Mouse and Lamont, together. He is 
almost like the glue of  their friendship … It 
was the realness of  the story [that drew me 
in]. I felt that [Sweartagawd] was not only a 
character I could have fun with portraying on 
screen, [but] it was also a story I felt would be 
relevant and impactful.
 
Preparing for the Role
I usually cut most communication with a lot 
of  people and social media. I know it sounds 
kind of  weird, but I like to be completely 

focused on the character. I take that time to 
figure out things about the character and the 
story plot. Research is a big part of  acting.

Reppin’ to the Fullest 
Oftentimes, the roles that come in for me to 
audition for are filled with stereotypes and 
biases. I do not ever want to play a role that 
does not push for positive change of  kids 
who look like me. That is why I love Charm 
City Kings so much because it is portraying the 
reality for many Black men, who have real 
feelings and emotions, and shows how there 
are so many instances when circumstances (not 
rap music) force decisions that some kids make.

On Love, Etc.
I appreciate someone with good and genuine 
vibes. That is what I look for in people. I am 
being raised to trust the vibes that come from 
people and move according to that. I take into 
account things like how I feel around a person 
… those feelings are important because they 
do not lie.

#LifeGoals
Securing more roles, in both television and 
film, is my priority right now, and I can see 
myself  doing that for as long as possible. 
Maybe play a superhero and definitely try 
my hand at serious drama roles, as well. [I 
also want] to form a movie production 
company with my family in the very near 
future … I would also eventually like to try 
my hand and creativity in directing. On top 
of  all that, I would love, love, love, to get into 
animation — both in the realms of  voiceover 
acting and actually animating. 

Priceless Advice 
During a pilot taping I did with [Kerry 
Washington] last year, she told me to take a 
moment and soak in and appreciate every 
step of  the process and what was going on. It 
resonated with me because on set, I tend to get 
so focused that I sometimes overwhelm myself  
and forget to have fun. Next thing I know, it’s 
over and I don’t really remember much because 
I was so focused. I’ve taken that [advice] with 
me on every project since.

Sixteen-year-old Kezii 
Curtis’s	career	is	off	to	
a	promising	start.	He’s	
made appearances in 
black-ish and Insecure, 
and now, he’s one of the 
breakout stars of Charm 
City Kings, a coming-
of-age story that follows 
three best friends trying 
to make their way in 
Baltimore.	When	he’s	
not busy killin’ it on the 
big and small screens, 
he’s deep into music 
production, drawing, and 
playing	the	harmonica.	
Here,	Kezii	gives	us	
the scoop on how he 
landed	his	first	feature	
film,	his	favorite	part	
about acting, and what 
catches his eye in the 
love	department.
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