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If you ask residents what attracted them to your community, likely 
responses will include something about the character, the quality of life 
and the opportunities the area offers. 
 
Now ask yourself, how does your community fare?  
 
“People want to be part of their community and parks give people that 
opportunity by offering places to congregate and be social, enjoy 
physical activity or nature and simply get out of the house,” said Bette 
Bigsby, City of Burton Parks & Recreation Director. She believes parks 
and recreational development is core to building and bringing a 
community together. 
 
Overwhelmingly, more and more people want to live in communities in 
which they play, explore and enjoy. Proper master planning of your 
recreational goals is the first key. The second is acquiring funding to 
turn the master plan into reality. 
 
Burton, which has used Trust Fund grants from the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR-TF) to create parks, offers 
residents and visitors five parks to enjoy walking, running, fishing, 
picnics and nature, as well as special planned events like their ‘Trick or 
Treat Trail’ and ‘Easter Egg Hunt.’  
 
“If we don’t have something to offer people, they are going to look 
elsewhere,” said Bigsby. 
 
St. Joseph County Clerk Lindsay Oswald, who has written grants for 
the county, agrees. “People like to work in places that they also 
wouldn’t mind living, and parks are a component of living,” said 
Oswald. 
 
Parks and recreation facilities get people outdoors and active or 
relaxing with nature, being social and catching up neighbors, enriching 
daily activities and creating experiences.  
 
Studies from Michigan Recreation and Park Association (MRPA) and 
American Planning Association (APA) have shown that communities 
that take advantage of parks and recreational opportunities not only 
create a more positive community image, they also reap many 
economic benefits. Visitors often use other city amenities, like 
restaurants, shops and gas stations.   
 
Parks and recreation also provide volunteer opportunities for churches, 
girl scouts, boy scouts and individuals looking to give back to their 
communities. “Community development gets community members 
involved,” Oswald said. 

Creating parks and recreational facilities take time, public involvement 
and money. The first step is to adopt a master plan which is required 
for state funding. In addition to an approved, five-year recreation 
master plan on file with the Grants Management Department of the 
MDNR, communities need an Action Plan identifying projects slated for 
the upcoming year.  
 
MASTER PLAN TIMELINE FOR RECREATION GRANTS 
Timing is critical to developing parks and recreation master plan. It is 
recommended to involve the public early in the process, through public 
meetings, written/on-line surveys, social media, newspapers and flyers. 
Depending on the complexity and amount of public input, preparation 
of a master plan can take up to six months to complete. 
 

 
WHAT FUNDING IS AVAILABLE? 
There are many ways to fund your park projects. These include local 
funds, private donors and grants with state or federal funds. Major 
grant sources include: 
 
 The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) serves 

as a primary source of financial assistance, offering recreation 
grant programs to communities to acquire land for parks and open 
spaces or to develop public recreation facilities. The Michigan 
Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) has the most extensive 
funds available, with average awards of $200,000 for development 
and no limits on costs of land acquisition.  

 The federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) is offered 
through the National Park Service and allocates up to $75,000 per 
project. Minimum local match requirements are 25% for MNRTF 
and 50% match for LWCF. 

 
To learn more about funding your recreation project or developing a 
bringing a Parks & Recreation Master Plan, contact Rick Stout at 
800.494.5202 or via email at rstout@fveng.com. 

Suggested Timeline for Planning 

Create the Recreation Plan October 2015 – 
January 2016 

Draft plan available for public 
comment January 28, 2016 

Locally-adopted recreation plan to 
Grants Management – Approved March 1, 2016 

Application Deadline April 1, 2016 
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YES!  Please send me more information or change your mailing list! 
Simply email us at newsletters@fveng.com or fax this sheet to F&V in: 
 
Grand Rapids 616.977.1005 
Grand Blanc 810.771.7860  Or mail to our corporate office at: 
Farmington Hills 248.536.0079 2960 Lucerne Drive, SE 
Kalamazoo 269.382.6972  Grand Rapids, MI  49546 
Midland 989.837.3290  www.fveng.com 
Muskegon 231.726.2200   
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Name: ______________________________________________________________ 
  
City/Village/Township: _________________________________________________ 
  
Address: ____________________________________________________________ 
  
City: ________________________ State: _________ Zip Code: ___________ 
  
Phone: _____________________________ Fax: ____________________________ 
  
In order to minimize our environmental footprint, F&V would like to provide you  
with future newsletters via email.  If you would like to receive future newsletters  
electronically, email us at newsletters@fveng.com. 
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 In this Issue: 

Build Your Community with a  
Parks & Recreation Master Plan 

“Parks and recreation services are often cited 
as one of the most important factors in 

surveys of how livable communities are.”  
NRPA  
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