
JAKE AURELIO

From his first day at Ranken, Jake

Aurelio caught the attention of his

instructor John Davis for his self-

assuredness and work ethic.

"Jake was a great student from his first

day in the program," Davis said. "He

knew he wanted to be a carpenter and

worked very hard to improve all of his

carpentry skills."

While enrolled in the Carpentry

program, Aurelio took advantage of

the annual SkillsUSA competition,

where he won at the district and state

level, and earned a spot in the national

competition. In 2020, he did it again.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,

Aurelio was unable to participate in

this year's national competition.

Aurelio established himself as a leader

during his time as a student, often

stepping up for more tasks to do while

working on Ranken Community

Development Corporation (RCDC)

homes. According to Aurelio, Ranken

has deeply impacted his life, as it

"gave me new opportunities in the

workforce and my job, specifically,"

he says. We are proud to say that

Aurelio is a May 2020 graduate, with

Magna honors.

Carpentry, May '20



ANDRE
HICKMANN

This week, we're shining a spotlight on

Andre Hickmann, a May 2020 graduate

from the Plumbing Technology program.

Since graduation, Hickmann has taken on

a role at Plumbers and Pipefitters Local

562, here in St. Louis. Hickmann is one

of 13 men and women in the new

Champions program, " a joint initiative

to expand membership diversity in the

city of St. Louis, while strengthening the

Local 562 workforce. "

"Graduating from Ranken was a huge

accomplishment for me, " Hickmann

said. "Ranken prepared me for my career,

whether it's hands-on training, or in a

classroom setting."

Hickmann will complete the one year

Champions program, then continue with

a 5-year apprenticeship. With an

education from Ranken, Hickmann will

be prepared for what lies ahead.

"My instructors gave me the perfect

advice, and pushed me to be the best I

can be," he said.

Plumbing Technology, May '20



Meet Ashley Hammock, a 2018

Architecture Technology

graduate, Magna Cum Laude,

now employed at Jeff Day &

Associates here in St. Louis.

When asked about the impact

an education at Ranken

Technical College has had on

her life and professional

development, Ashley says, "It

has given me an edge over

interns from other institutions

that mainly focus on the design

side of architecture, rather than

the structure we learn at

Ranken."

Ashley says her fondest

memory of Ranken was her

first: attending the Shadow-A-

Tech program, where she got

her first glimpse at life as a

student. Ranken is also where

she met her now fiancé, a

fellow Ranken graduate.

ASHLEY HAMMOCK
Architecture Technology, May '18



The relationships Ranken Technical College has been able to cultivate and nurture

with employer partners has been invaluable to our students. Because of this, we

love hearing positive feedback about graduates after they've entered jobs in their

fields.

Ashis Gurung is one example. As a May 2020 graduate of the Automotive

Collision Repair Technology program, Gurung has adjusted well to the demands of

the workforce, and his employer at Gapsch CARSTAR Collision Center credits his

training at Ranken.

“Ashis has been an immediate asset to the team," said Rob Smith, Business

Development & Community Relations at Gapsch. "As he trains closely with a lead

technician, he continues to learn while improving his skillset on a daily basis.”

Gurung says his best memory of ranken was getting the hands-on training he

needed, and that "Ranken gave me the background of basic skills that prepared me

to succeed."

Rob Smith agrees.

"The relationship between Gapsch CARSTAR and Ranken is WIN-WIN," he said.

"We LOVE to give back to the industry with time and training and it gets us great

community exposure which leads to brand recognition. We get to meet technicians

before they start applying and they get to meet us before they know what culture

they are looking for in a work environment."

ASHIS GURUNG
Automotive Collision Repair, May '20


