
The Ultimate Guide to Backlighting Stone 
 

Want to brighten up your home or office? A glam, glowy backlit stone piece instantly 
creates a high-impact look that adds a touch of ‘wow’ to any room. 
 
The translucent quality of many stones when backlit create scenic, expressive effects that 
increase the value of the setting where it is applied and add to its enjoyment. 
 
Backlit stone can be used to create walls, benchtops, or tables that illuminate your kitchen, 
bathroom, hotel lobby or even outdoor areas. The types of stone often used are marble, 
onyx, agate and quartzite, as well as artificial or ‘faux’ stones.  
 
Although beautiful to look at, backlit stone is also easy to maintain. Generally, you will not 
need to replace the LED strip. All you need is the usual care that a stone piece requires, 
which means using neutral pH level cleaners and soft cloth for cleaning, and a small amount 
of polish to keep it looking its best. The LED strip itself does not need to be taken out. 
 
We talked to Peter from Cosmo Lighting about their recent New York Marble project. 
 
“We used a 9.6 watt LED strip, the secret is to test the stone and strip prior to installation.” 
Peter states. 
 
In order to achieve a consistent even glow, Peter explains that there needs to be a balance 
in the distance the LED strip is from the stone, and how far apart each LED strip is. 
 
“As some stone is more translucent than others, you may have to use brighter LED. Another 
important aspect is the distance the LED strip is from the stone, and also how far apart each 
LED strip is. This can all be determined using a small sample piece of stone and a few lengths 
of strip. If the right balance is not achieved the stone will have bands of light rather than a 
consistent even glow.” 
 
Any stone that is translucent in nature can be used, from marble and onyx to faux stones. 
Colours and styles should be considered, so it’s preferable to use subtle shades that go well 
with just the right amount of lighting. Trying out different bulbs or LED strips is also a good 
idea to see how the colours and amount of lighting matches. Ambient details such as the 
colour of the walls, the furniture in the room, and the amount of natural lighting also 
influences the final effect.  
 
Avoiding glare is another factor, so a level of lighting that highlights the finer patterns and 
details of the material is the best choice. 
 
In Cosmo Lighting’s New York Marble project, a warm white LED strip was used, creating an 
ambient glow. According to Peter, a cool white strip will create a more refined effect. 
 
What kinds of stone are usually used?  
 
Onyx 



Onyx is the most popular stone for backlighting. This stone, sourced mainly from Egypt, 
Mexico, India, Iran, Turkey and Brazil, is known for its translucency and expressive impact of 
its light, shadow and colour. When backlit, the unique bands and veins of onyx are 
highlighted, creating a strong aesthetic appeal. 
 
Marble 
Since ancient times, marble has been a coveted choice for sculpting and building. This 
luxurious stone is highly sought after. It can also be backlit, adding to its rare beauty. 
 
Crystaline Stone 
Crystaline stone is a durable and colourful stone with crystal-like structures inside that shine 
and sparkle with the placement of LED backlighting, evoking gemstone like qualities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


