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S T O R Y : Julia Shipley C O V E R P H O T O : Paul Rogers

GREENSBORO, VERMONT

Dubbed “The Northeast Kingdom” by Vermont Senator (and previously governor) George Aiken in the 1940s, this so-
called sovereignty comprises the state’s most northeastern counties: Orleans, Caledonia, and Essex. As the state’s least
populated region, it was one of the last places in the United States to receive electricity. Today the area has spotty, if any,
cell service. As to the name’s origins, the scepter swings both ways: Maybe it was Aiken’s way of marketing the remote
hills and small bucolic villages, or perhaps it referred to the rum runners during Prohibition, and their shady rule over this
dominion. As Peter Milliken, a co-owner of the Highland Lodge, said, the NEK (as it’s also called) is “a little off the beat-
en path—you have to seek it out.” Indisputably beautiful and replete with treasures—it’s worth a visit. Of course, in light of
COVID-19, all hours and days of operation are subject to change.

THE KINGDOM36 HOURS IN
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FRIDAY
4 p.m.  —  A royal splash  l
Cannonball into Greensboro’s

Caspian Lake. Guests of the Highland
Lodge can contemplate the lake’s sap-

phire waters from a rocking chair on
the porch or suit up and plunge in from
its private beach, which includes use of

the lodge’s canoes and kayaks. For
those not staying in the 1950s vintage-

feel cabins and rooms, there’s a free
beach in town. 

highlandlodge.com

5 p.m.  —  Grab your goblet  m
Fill up a growler—a 64-oz. jug—at the Hill Farmstead Brewery, Taproom
and Retail Shop, the seven-time winner of “Best Brewery in the World”
(according to ratebeer.com). Choose from among founder Shaun E. Hill’s
“library” of 296 beers. Directions (involving dirt roads) on the website or
ask the cashiers at Willey’s.

hillfarmstead.com, 403 Hill Road, Greensboro Bend, VT 05842,
(802) 533-7450

6 p.m. — The Willey’s Store
Forget something? The Willey’s Store, owned and operated by five gener-
ations of the Willey family, has you covered. Peruse its narrow aisles and
creaky, century-old floors for bait, Brie, bathing suit, batteries, Barron’s,
booze, (fine wines), bugdope, and bore … er, more.

facebook.com/willeys.store

6:30 p.m. — Leer at Lear at Highland Center
The seating and stage inside this quasi-palatial arts hub were modeled on
Shakespeare’s Globe Theater. The center also has a casual eatery,
Hardwick Street Café, which offers moderately priced farm-to-table fare,
with seating on the patio or inside. After dinner, wander through the
gallery, which hosts a rotating exhibit of paintings, prints, and pho-
tographs. No matter what theatric or musical performance is scheduled,
every seat is equally great because it’s a theater in the round. 

highlandartsvt.org, 2875 Hardwick St., Greensboro, VT 05841

SATURDAY 
8 a.m. — Not jousting around  l

Blast into woods on a mountain bike at the
Craftsbury Outdoor Center—a nonprofit

resort devoted to serious play, where
Olympic scullers, cross-country skiers, and

biathletes train. Pedal your rental bike (if
you left yours at home) along nature trails

that weave in and out of the balsam fir
woods beside Big Hosmer Pond. 

craftsbury.com, 535 Lost Nation Road,
Craftsbury Common, VT

10 a.m. — Parsley, sage,
rosemary, and denim aprons 

The Craftsbury Farmers Market
has become appointment shop-
ping. Located on the town’s hill-
top green, or Common, the
weekly market has been thriving
for two decades, selling every-

thing from apple butter to wool mittens. In recent years, the market’s risen to
new heights thanks to a companion roster of events including Blueberry
Festival and a Vermont Authors Fest.

craftsburyfarmersmarket.com

n 11 a.m. — (Blue-ish) purple reigns  
Stain your fingers and pay by the pound—harvest-
ing your own produce is a way to engage all
your senses. From late July to Labor Day, Brown’s
Beautiful Blueberries offers foodies, families, and
friends the chance to do a lot of picking. Park in
gravel drive, sign the guest log, grab a bucket
and discover its hillside teeming with hundreds of
mature berry bushes. 

bbblueberries.com, 93 Coburn Hill Road,
Craftsbury, VT 05826, (802) 586-2202 

12:30 p.m. — Banquets to go  l
General stores throughout

Vermont have diminished over
the past decade (about 75

remain statewide), but Craftsbury
still has two—Craftsbury General

Store and the C-Village Store,
practically across the street from
each other. Both operate out of

historic buildings and purvey pre-
pared foods, maple syrup, and
groceries. Spread a blanket on

the Common and do lunch.

2 p.m. — Wanderlust m l

Like any tour, this is your free time. After lunch, wander about Craftsbury
Common with its over-abundance of centuries-old structures — homes, post
office, town build-

ings, churches, and
Sterling College.

It’s easy to see why
Alfred Hitchcock

picked Craftsbury
to shoot his film

“The Trouble with
Harry” in 1955. 

It is the quintessen-
tial New England

village.

Vintage postcard of Caspian Lake in Greensboro
from Black Point. What kid doesn’t love blueberries.
Hill Farmstead Brewery in The Bend. Susan
Waterhouse works the counter at Village Store &
Deli in Craftsbury. Film director Alfred Hitchcock with
“The Trouble with Harry” stars John Forsythe and
Shirley MacLaine, which was filmed in and around
Craftsbury in 1954. Rowing at Big Hosmer Pond. The
United Church of Craftsbury, on the Common.
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CLOCKWISE FROM BLUEBERRIES:
KATE CARTER; GLENN CALLAHAN;
COURTESY; CARTER; PAUL ROGERS.
OPPOSITE: PAUL ROGERS.
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4 p.m. — Knight on the town  m
Cruise Vermont’s sinuous Route 14 south to The Town That Food Saved. The
hardscrabble town of Hardwick was made famous in 2010 when local
author Ben Hewitt’s zeitgeist-y book brought national attention to it and the
area’s surge in agripreneurs — cheesemakers, seed growers, tofu producers,

organic dairies, and
vegetable farmers.
Some of Hardwick’s
gems: The Whistle
Emporium, Buffalo
Mountain Coop,
founded in 1975
and named for the
nearby mountain,
and Galaxy Book
Shop, featuring the
latest novels and
works by the
region’s accom-
plished poets, jour-

nalists, and novelists. Those Kingdom writers include former National Poet
Laureate Galway Kinnell, who kept a part-time home in Sheffield; Howard
Frank Mosher, who wrote his spellbinding novels in Irasburg; brother and sis-
ter authors Natalie Kinsey Warnock and Leland Kinsey, who have chan-
neled their Kingdom upbringings into children’s stories and poetry; and
Hardwick writer David Budbill, who captured the Kingdom’s genius loci in
his book Judevine, an extraordinary novel in verse.

6 p.m. — Eat, drink and be merry  k
This little town feeds big appetites. After exploring Hardwick, dinner options
include pizza, a diner that serves breakfast all day, and a fresh fish house.

7 p.m. — Surely they jest  k
Mosey over to The Hardwick Town House and guffaw your way through
a production of Vermont Vaudeville, performed by the beloved, insanely
talented theater group whose variety shows run in spring and fall. Or,
snag a seat to hear the renowned Craftsbury Chamber Players, who has
performed world-class music in this corner of the Kingdom since 1966. 

hardwicktownhouse.org, vermontvaudeville.com, 
craftsburychamberplayers.org

SUNDAY
8 a.m. — Let yourself eat cake (or at least fried dough)
Who doesn’t love golden, tender, still-warm doughnuts? Cinnamon sugar
and plain doughnuts are just some of the decadent edibles at Cheri
Safford’s backyard bake-stand Red Sky Trading Post in Glover. Despite
the name, there’s no trading involved. Safford leaves a calculator on the
table: Payment is by the honor system. 

redskytrading.com

9 a.m.  —  The people’s castle  l
Browse the former dairy barn turned showroom packed with the Bread &
Puppet theatre troupe’s retired puppets. These giant, poetic relics made of

painted papier-mache and cloth have been part of Peter and Elka Schu-
mann’s series of summer performances in Glover for more than 50 years.  

breadandpuppet.org

11 a.m. — Three rules  m
Rule one: flick the lights on when you visit the Museum of Everyday Life,

which, like the Puppet barn, is another mostly unattended roadside attrac-
tion in Glover that’s also located in an old cow barn. Founder Clare

Dolan’s shrine to
ordinary items

“shouts against the
white walls of the tra-

ditional art and arti-
fact institution: no

more vitrines!
Nothing under

glass!” Each year the
museum curates an
exhibit based on a

new one theme,
which in past years

has included the
match, toothbrush,

safety pin, mirror, and pencil. This year it’s the pivot and the blade (scis-
sors.) Rules two and three: sign the guest book and turn the lights off

when you leave. museumofeverydaylife.org

Noon
Vegans and carnivores alike will adore the menu at the Lyndon
Freighthouse in Lyndonville, which offers two kinds of burgers. Choose the
Vermont beancrafter veggie patty or the organic grass-fed beef from the
restaurant’s own Tamarlane Farm. Pre- or post-feast, poke around the
Lyndon area, which features five covered bridges—Randall, Chamberlain
Mill, Sandborn Run, Millers Run, and School House). 

thelyndonfreighthouse.com, lyndonvermont.com

1 p.m. —  Animal’s kingdom  l
Dog Mountain isn’t just for Cavalier King Charles

spaniels. Three miles from downtown St. Johnsbury,
this property also pays tribute to the common

pooch. Designed with dogs at the fore by artist
Stephen Huneck with his wife, Gwen, this canine

dominion houses the world’s only dog chapel,
perched on a hill amid 150 rolling acres, complete with pews and stained

glass. Additionally, there are hiking trails, a pond, a dog agility course and
a gallery of the artist’s humorous, colorful, dog-oriented art.  dogmt.com

n 2 p.m. — Crown jewel  
The closest thing to a king, Horace
Fairbanks, who made his fortune by
manufacturing scales, built and dedi-
cated the St. Johnsbury Athenaeum to
townspeople in 1871. Nearly 150
years later, the library/art gallery
continues to favor nobles and
yeomen with its handsome architec-
ture, lecture series, sculpture, and
paintings, including Albert Bierstadt’s
astonishing “The Domes of Yosemite.” 

stjathenaeum.org

THE BASICS
The Northeast Kingdom is a one-hour drive from Stowe. The nearest
major airport is Burlington International Airport. The nearest Amtrak
Station is Stowe/Waterbury or Montpelier Junction. Greensboro, Vt., 
is a seven-hour drive from New York City.  
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Local actor and personality Rusty Dewees grabs lunch at Connie’s
Kitchen in Hardwick. The Museum of Everyday Life is a must see.
Bread & Puppet theater performers. The chapel at Dog Mountain. 
St. Johnsbury Athenaeum. Members of Vermont Vaudeville, 
which performs at the Hardwick Town House.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: PAUL ROGERS; GLENN CALLAHAN; COURTESY. OPPOSITE: PAUL ROGERS


