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Have you got what it takes to enter
our Investors’ Fortress and walk away
with a grant of £100,000*

Have you got what it takes to enter
our Investors’ Fortress and walk away
with a grant of £100,000*

Trinity Mirror Midlands

In partnership with Submit entry form before 17.30 April 5th 2013

Regional Growth Fund

We are looking to kick start some of the best business
ideas in the region with grants worth £100,000*!

All you have to do is go online to
www.thebusinesssupportnetwork.co.uk and register your
interest and an application form will be sent to you.
Submit entry form before 17:30 on April 5th 2013 and you could be
invited to present your idea to our panel and receive a grant boost
to kick start your business.

Applications are invited from individuals wishing to start their own
business or businesses looking to expand and create jobs in the
next 12 months. The business must be located in Birmingham,
Coventry or Solihull Local Authority Areas.
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A “PoP-uP Shop” has been 
launched in the city centre 
this week to offer residents 
advice on benefit changes.

Dozens of people have been 
through the door for advice 
on a number of issues, from 
the new bedroom tax to 
changes to disability living 
allowance. 

Experts from the council, 
Whitefriars Housing, the 
Citizens Advice Bureau and 
the Coventry Law Centre are 
on hand at Cathedral Lanes 
Shopping Centre until to-
morrow to answer ques-
tions.

Advice on debt, money 
management and energy sav-
ing is also available.

Part-time cleaner Steph-
anie New, 23, of Wyken, vis-
ited the shop on Monday.

She and her partner, who 
suffers from a mental illness, 
are set to lose more than 
£150 in tax credits. 

And after her benefits were 
changed from fortnightly to 
monthly payments, she has 
had to live on only two 
weeks’ pay for three weeks. 

“My income alone only 
stretches out to bills and 
shopping,” she said. “My 
partner can’t afford to take 
me to work every day be-
cause he just hasn’t got the 
petrol money.

“It’s really hard lasting all 
week, especially with the 
gas and how the weather is. 
We get to the point where 
sometimes we get stuck and 
have to ask a friend or family 
member for help.”

One man aged 54, who did 

not wish to be named, lives 
in Tile Hill and is disabled. 
He and his partner face hav-
ing their benefits cut.

“We used to have money in 
the bank,” he said. “We had 
holidays; we’ve got nothing 
now.

“We’ll have to cut back 
even more on what we’ve al-
ready cut back on. We don’t 
smoke, don’t drink.”

His partner, who is 52, lost 
her job at the council after 
she was attacked at work and 
was rendered disabled. She 
has been claiming DLA for 
the past 20 years. 

“We’re going to appeal 
against certain things and 
see a debt adviser,” she said. 
“We’ll just play it by ear and 
see what we can do.”

Janet Gurney, welfare and 

benefits adviser at the Cov-
entry Law Centre, said: “Dis-
abled people are particularly 
hard-hit by the changes. De-
spite this, many people are 
still uninformed about the 
potential changes to their 
benefits.

“Even today, some of the 
people coming in don’t know 
anything about the changes 
and are quite shocked at 

some of the implications,” 
she said.

She added a lot of people in 
low-paid work do not realise 
that they too could see their 
benefits cut. 

“We know that it’s just go-
ing to be dire. Some people 
will be very seriously affect-
ed,” she said.

The shop will be open from 
10am-3pm until tomorrow. 

By Michael Allen
NEWS REPORTER shoppers urged

to pop in for
help And Advice

HELPING HANDS: 
Sarah David, a 
benefits officer for 
Coventry City 
Council, offering 
advice on the new 
Bedroom Tax and 
Hillfields residents 
Farid Noor and 
Shameem Noor 
recieve help from 
Janet Gurney from 
the Coventry Law 
Centre.

Singers raise
roof and cash
LIVE music at a retirement 
village just outside Coventry 
has added up to a donation of 
£130 to the Warwickshire and 
Northamptonshire Air 
Ambulance.

The Richmond Retirement 
Village, in Hospital Lane, 
Bedworth, invited the Len 
Type Singers to entertain 
residents for the evening this 
week – and raise money for 
the charity at the same time.

Louise Smith, activities 
manager at the complex, said: 
“It’s wonderful when we can 
support a worthwhile charity, 
at the same time providing an 
entertaining evening for the 
villagers.”

The Len Type Singers are a 
three-part harmony ladies 
choir based in Bulkington. 
The self-funding choir 
donates all monies raised to 
charity.

Prices rise but
products shrink
SomE big name brands are 
shrinking products by up to a 
quarter while keeping or even 
increasing the original price, 
a study has found.

Among the everyday 
products identified by the 
Which? consumer group were 
a pack of Birds Eye beef 
burgers with four fewer 
burgers than the original 16 
despite the price increasing 
from £3.98 to £4.29.

Pledge furniture polish has 
shrunk by 17 per cent but the 
price has stayed the same.


