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A COVENTRY youth foot-
ball club is celebrating a 
new ground after a suc-
cessful merger.

St Finbarr’s FC, which 
recently joined forces with 
Santos Youth FC, has new 
facilities, including a 
building and grounds, in 
Holbrooks.

The work was funded by 
a £1.5million investment 
from the Irish community, 
which converted a former 
NHS Health Centre.

St Finbarr’s old club in 
Stoney Stanton Road 
closed a decade ago in 
2003.

Santos Youth FC previ-
ously had to rent local 
school fields and parks for 
their matches, as they did 
not have their own 
grounds. The two clubs 
have now merged under 
the St Finbarr’s name.

Heath Watts, club secre-
tary, said he is “overjoyed” 
that the kids now have a 
fixed place to play. 

“As a football club we 
had to compete with some 
of the bigger clubs and 
were losing players be-
cause we didn’t have a 
home venue to go back to,” 
he said. “We are on par 
with them now. We’ve got 
roots and a home ground 
where we belong.”

St Finbarr’s FC’s new 
buildings and ground will 
open to the public this 
week with an official 
grand opening day sched-
uled for May 24.

The new floodlit astro-
turf pitch was officially 
opened earlier this month 
and more than 140 kids 
aged between nine and 14 
took part in a football 
tournament.

“We had a great turnout,” 

said Martin Coen, chair-
man of St Finbarr’s. 

“Obviously the weather 
was a bit against us. It got 
better in the afternoon but 
then the heavens opened 
again, but it didn’t damp-
en the enthusiasm of the 
young lads and they really 
enjoyed it.”

Members of St Finbarr’s 
also play Gaelic football.

Mr Coen’s father was one 
of the many Irish immi-
grants who came to Cov-
entry in the 1950s. 

“We’re starting a new 
generation and keeping 
the Irish tradition going,” 
he said. 

“Your heritage and where 
you’re from is paramount. 
It’s important to remember 
your roots. 

“The work my dad did in 
the community and all the 
people I’ve met around the 
area made it more of a wel-
coming place for 
people who’ve come from 
overseas.”

By Michael Allen
NEWS REPORTER
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new ground at last

KICK-0FF TO A NEW 
FUTURE: Youngsters 
enjoying the new 
ground in Holbrooks

MP praises
county firm
AN MP praised 
apprenticeships for helping 
young people get a foot in the 
door when he visited a 
Warwick company this week.

Chris White, MP for Warwick  
and Leamington, visited 
technology services company 
telent during National 
Apprenticeship Week and 
spoke to many of their 
current and former 
apprentices. 

Steve Playle, who started as 
an apprentice and now works 
as systems design engineer, 
said: “I struggled to find a job 
as an engineer once I’d 
finished my studies at school 
– most of the jobs I applied 
for wanted experience, but I 
couldn’t get experience 
without having a job.”

He called the apprenticeship 
a “massive opportunity” and 
said he would recommend 
one to anybody. 

Mr White said: “I hope that 
this pathway will be seen as a 
‘new norm’ for young people. 
We need to continue 
promoting apprenticeships 
as a route to success.”

According to latest figures, 
apprenticeships are forecast 
to contribute £3.4billion a 
year to the economy by 2022.

Search on for
film extras
A COVENTRY University 
student is looking for extras 
to appear in a short film

George Leon, a third year 
media production student, is 
working on his final project, a 
short drama film called End of 
Nights.

He will be filming on Friday 
at Club M, in Hertford Place, 
and is looking for volunteers 
to appear as extras.

The film, which will be about 
15 minutes long, is about a 
socially awkward man who 
tries to start a relationship 
with a co-worker.

Anyone interested should 
contact grace@krakenfilm.
com 


