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Onthisday
1306: Robert Bruce was 
crowned King of Scots at 
Scone.
1655: Titan, Saturn’s 
largest moon, was 
discovered by Dutch 
astronomer Christian 
Huygens.
1807: The Slave Trade Act 
became law. The act 
abolished the slave trade 
in Britain and Ireland.
1843: The Thames Tunnel, 
designed by Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel, opened 
to pedestrians between 
Rotherhithe and Wapping 
in London.
1957: Six nations (West 
Germany, France, Italy, 
Belgium, Netherlands, 
Luxembourg) signed the 
Treaty of Rome to create 

the European Economic 
Community.
1969: John Lennon and 
Yoko Ono began their 
week-long ‘bed-in’ peace 
protest at the Amsterdam 
Hilton Hotel.
1975: Saudi Arabia’s King 
Faisal was assassinated by 
his nephew Prince Faisal 
Ibu Musaed, who was later 
executed for the killing.
1980: Robert Runcie was 
enthroned as the 102nd 
Archbishop of Canterbury.
1980: The British Olympic 
Association announced it 
would defy the 
government and send 
athletes to the Olympic 
Games in Moscow despite 
the Soviet Union’s invasion 
of Afghanistan, which 

caused a United States-led 
boycott of the Games.
1989: The Oxford and 
Cambridge Boat Race 
crews both had women 
coxes for the first time. 
Oxford won.
1992: Pakistan beat 
England by 22 runs to win 
the ICC Cricket World Cup 
in Melbourne, Australia.
1996: The EU’s 
Veterinarian Committee 
banned the export of 
British beef and its 
by-products due to fears 
over mad cow disease.
ON THIS DAY LAST YEAR: 
Barack Obama began a 
visit to South Korea amid 
rising tension in North Asia 
about proposed missile 
tests by North Korea.

community 
centre sees 
the light
A COMMUNITY centre is 
looking at a brighter 
future after undergo-
ing a £46,000 revamp.

Bosses at Cheyles-
more Community Cen-
tre, in Poitiers Road, 
hope usage will double 
now the work has been 
completed.

Centre manager Paul 
Jamieson said the pre-
viously “cold, dark and 
damp” games hall has 
been given a ray of sun-
shine. 

“We’ve installed win-
dows which make it 
much lighter, created 
more storage space for 
games equipment, and 
put in radiators to make 
it warm and comforta-
ble,” he said.

The hall is used for 
gymnastics, which Mr 
Jamieson is hoping 
more people will now 
get involved with, and 
can also be hired for 
badminton or meetings.

A new and more effi-
cient heating system 

has also been in-
stalled. 

The money came from 
the Wren Environmen-
tal Trust, which dis-
tributes grants from the 
Landfill Communities 
Fund to improve local 
community facilities.

Mr Jamieson said 
these refurbishments 
were just the beginning 
of work to improve the 
centre, which has a 

planned programme of 
work set to take place 
over the next seven to 
eight years. 

He said: “A long-term 
vision is that we will 
have a far larger and 
more effective centre 
which better meets the 
needs of the local com-
munity.” 

He added he would 
welcome any sponsor-
ship from local busi-

nesses and individuals 
to achieve this goal.

Mr Jamieson added 
the revamp at the cen-
tre did not mean hopes 
for a new community 
centre at the former 
Cheylesmore pub have 
been abandoned.

The site, in Daventry 
Road, has been at the 
centre of controversy 
after Asda was given 
permission to build a 
new store on the land 
last year.

Led by a group of Dav-
entry Road shopkeep-
ers angry at the deci-
sion, permission was 
overturned after a judi-
cial review last Decem-
ber.

Residents had hoped 
that instead of a super-
market, a new commu-
nity centre could be 
built on the site.

Mr Jamieson said: “At 
the moment the plan-
ning consent has been 
overturned and we’re 
wondering if Asda will 
re-apply. We would at 
some point like to still 
see a community cen-
tre on that space.

“The local council re-
fused to take into ac-
count the needs and 
the desires of local peo-
ple which is to their 
shame really.

“With the demograph-
ic of people living long-
er, there’s more of a 
need for community 
venues.”

Cheylesmore Commu-
nity Association took 
on a 50-year lease of the 
centre from the city 
council last summer.
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Revamp creates brighter 
and warmer environment

WARM WELCOME: Centre 
manager Paul Jamieson 

with the new boiler

BIG PLANS: 
Cheylesmore 

Community 
Centre 

BRIGHTER FUTURE: The games hall 
at Cheylesmore Community Centre 


