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San Francisco–based 
Sharon McDonnell

has written for 
USA Today and the 

Dallas Morning News.

Perchance
Dream to

What’s on your hotel pillow? A chocolate? So 1.0. Increasingly, hotels seek 
to stand out by deepening local connections and o� ering meaningful 
experiences, sometimes right before bedtime. By Sharon McDonnell

At Taj Lake Palace in 
Udaipur, Rajasthan, 
India, a small fabric 

horse festooned 
with ribbons and 

embroidery honors 
Chetak, a heroic steed 
who, though seriously 

injured, carried his 
master to safety in 

1576 in a battle nearby 
against the Mughal 

emperor Akbar. 
tajhotels.com.

Before bedtime 
at Mexico City’s 

La Palomilla Bed 
and Breakfast, 

guests can confi de 
their troubles to a 

“worry doll,” a fi nger-
size woolen-and-

fabric fi gure dressed 
in Mayan costume, 

and hopefully they’ll 
awaken refreshed. 

lapalomillabnb.com.

Local legends thrive in the myth-drenched misty green Chiloé islands 
off Chile’s Lake District coast, where belief in spirits is so strong that 
local markets sell bookmark-size legend cards. Tierra Hotels worked 
with a university historian and commissioned Chilean artists to create 
colorfully illustrated, 9½  -inch-long cardboard cards that breathe 
new life into local myths at its properties in the Atacama Desert 
and Patagonia and on Chiloé. One card tells how a llama in the sky 
keeps the world from fl ooding each night by drinking from a river in 
the heavens. tierrahotels.com.

The Legend of the Laguna del Inca
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Across the crystal blue waters of this lake, on full moon nights, one can hear the 

strange cries that stir the winter calm. It is perhaps an 

enchantment that produces those mournful lamentations.

Legend tells that the spirit of the Inca, Illi Yunqui, haunts the watery tomb in 

which he buried his soul-mate, the Princess Kora-Illé, who had tragically fallen 

from a cli� during a royal mountain banquet (a nascu).  

The Inca Yunqui, whose grief shook the mountain, believed that no earthly grave 

could compare with this lake. Shrouded in white linen, she was lowered into the 

blue depths in the presence of the grief-stricken imperial court. From that 

moment, the waters were tinted with the emerald shade of the beautiful eyes 

that the heir of the sun could awaken no more.

This tale of love and mystery is blanketed by the deep shroud of the winter snow 

and only the sad cries of Illi Yunqui remain to remind us of the story.

Portillo's award-winning sister hotels: www.tierrahotels.com | www.skiportillo.com

Discover the legend from our sister hotel Ski Portillo in the Andes mountains.
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The Yakana

  The Andeans view the galaxy of the Milky Way as a river where di�erent 

animals can be seen, formed by the dark spaces between the stars. They see a 

llama called Yakana who is feeding her calf. To the right, near the middle, just 

below the Southern Cross they see Yutu, or the constellation of the Tinamou*. 

Next they see Hanpatu or the Constellation of the toad. And finally, Machacuay, 

the name given to the Serpent. To the left of the llama they see Atoq or the fox, 

then again, Yutu, the Tinamou.

   They say the Yakana would stroll in the middle of the river which runs in the 

centre of the sky and at midnight descend to earth to drink water from the sea, 

when no-one could see him. If he didn’t drink this water, the whole world would 

flood. Also, if any human was fortunate enough to be visited by the Yakana 

during the night, they would receive abundant wool of many colours. Then the 

person would be able to go to the village and exchange the wool for llamas and 

then they could have two or three thousand animals.

* Tinamou is a type of Andean quail, similar to the emu.

* * In astronomical terms, the constellation of the llama is to be found in the southern part of the 

Milky Way, under the Southern Cross, where the stars of Alpha and Beta Centaurus represent the 

eyes. This constellation has been visible for over 500 years and is still viewed by Andean peoples 

today.

Source: Francisco de Ávila, Dioses y hombres de Huarochorí, 1598.

The constellation of the llama

“Our intent from the very start was to immerse our guests in the destination and 
local culture, to create a true sense of place in every aspect of their experience.”

—Miguel Purcell, executive director of three Tierra Hotels in Chile FR
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