
 
 
 
 

Launching children into a world of reading

 
In Austin, childhood illiteracy is a devastating problem, but there is a way you 
can help.  You can make a positive, lasting difference in the life of a child.  Keep 
reading and I'll tell you how in just a moment.   
 
Dear Friend,  
 
If you are like me, you have warm, precious memories of your grandmother reading to you.  My 
parents and grandparents instilled in me a love of reading, a love that I still enjoy and benefit from 
today.   
 
My life has been made infinitely richer and more rewarding because of my love for and access to 
books.  I am confident the same is true for you and your family.  Sadly, there are many children in 
our community that grow up without books of their own and without a family and social structure 
that is unaware of the value of reading to very young children.   
 
The consequences of childhood illiteracy are profoundly devastating (not just for the child and his or 
her family but for their community and society at large).  Ready to Learn, a Mandate for the Nation, 
a report by the Carnegie Foundation, states that a child who is a poor reader at the end of the first 
grade has a 90% probability of being a poor reader at the end of the 4th grade.  It is crucial that 
children begin the process of becoming good readers very early in their lives.   
 
Childhood illiteracy is a major factor in the downward spiral of unemployment, poverty and crime.  
A child who grows up illiterate faces a much higher likelihood of winding up in prison. 
 
Childhood illiteracy is a problem with far-reaching consequences.  It's not something that 
happens “somewhere else”; it is a major problem right here in Austin! 
 
But there is good news!  BookSpring (a non-profit organization created by the merger of Reading is 
Fundamental of Austin and Capital Area Reach Out and Read) is on the front lines in the battle 
against childhood illiteracy.  We instill in children a love of reading and promote books as a means 
to success. 
 
By offering a range of programs that support early literacy, BookSpring champions the value of 
reading and encourages parents to read to their children from birth on, resulting in stronger 
families and increased life-long opportunities for every child.   
 
Consider the following story from an AISD librarian:   
 
Our children unfortunately move frequently. Part of the process of changing schools is the return of 
all library books. Last month a boy came into the library looking very sad. I tried to comfort him and 
showed him online pictures of his new school and his new librarian. He asked me again whether 
he had to turn in all his library books; couldn’t he at least keep one or two?
 



 
 

 

 He said, “I sleep with them no matter where we are.” I shook my head. He 
opened his backpack and there were nine RIF books (along with his library 
books). 

Joyfully, I explained that RIF books [from BookSpring] were forever gifts and 
library books were only borrowed. I hugged him goodbye and he left, 
smiling and clutching his backpack full of his forever books. 

Then I cried. 
 
Heartwarming stories like this one are testaments to the power of book ownership as part of a 
better life for kids, and they are happening all over the Austin area because of the support of 
BookSpring's generous donors who care so much about putting books in the hands of needy 
children and making a positive, lasting impact on our community.   
 
We at BookSpring are committed to winning the war against childhood illiteracy, but we can't do it 
alone.  We need your help!  Your generous, tax-deductible donation will ensure that thousands of 
children in the Austin area will experience the joy of reading.  Visit www.BookSpring.org and donate 
today!  Have a wonderful, joyous holiday season and a very happy, prosperous 2010! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mindy Gomillion 
Executive Director  


