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T
he trappings of 21st century life 
are left behind as soon as you 
step into the grounds of Wickham 
House. Surrounded by beautiful 

formal English gardens and rolling 
farmland beyond, it is as if nothing has 
changed here since the house was built  
at the end of the 18th century.

Yet owners Philippa and James D’Arcy, 
who bought the Grade II-listed Berkshire 
property in October 2006, have not paused 
for breath since in their quest to return the 
property to its former glory.

The couple have always enjoyed dressing 
a home in its period costume. “Prior to 
Wickham, we owned a Jacobean hall 
house in Kent. All the furniture there 
was Jacobean, Restoration or William 
and Mary, but this house is of a different 
period, so we started from scratch here,” 
explains Philippa.

They weren’t looking to move to 
Berkshire specifically, but they wanted to 
leave Kent and move west of London closer 
to Philippa’s children’s schools and to 
where most of their friends had relocated.

“We appointed property finder Jonathan 
Harrington and gave him the task of 
finding us a beautiful house, in a quiet spot 
with plenty of land within an hour and a 
half’s drive of London,” says Philippa.

Fond of having a choice of rooms for 
different occasions, Philippa wanted 
several good-sized reception rooms and 
at least eight bedrooms so that each of her 
older children, Archie, Bertie, Fred and 
Hector, could have a room to call their 
own. The couple’s daughter, Jemima,  
now 16, also needed plenty of space to 
study and entertain friends.

“An important criterion, however, was 
that it had to be aesthetically beautiful – a 
canvas for us to fill with art, antiques, 
sculpture and porcelain,” says Philippa.

Situated in an area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, yet within easy access of 
the M4, Wickham House couldn’t have 
been more perfect. James and Philippa 
were quickly sold.

Although the estate’s previous owners 
had good taste and had refurbished 
the house to a high standard, some 
of the rooms had been decorated in a 
contemporary style, which Philippa felt 
jarred with the home’s architecture.

“It had this uber expensive Bulthaup 
kitchen with dark brown and brushed steel 
units, which we didn’t feel worked at all. 
Plus, none of the windows had curtains, 
just buff-coloured roller blinds, which 
weren’t my cup of tea,” explains Philippa.

At the time, she was still running The 
Rose Partnership, one of the city’s most 
successful financial services headhunting 
businesses, which she had founded in 
1981. She was in two minds as to whether 
to hand over the decorating of the house to 
an interior designer.

Grand 
redesiGn

r e a d e r  at  h o m e

An eye for period detail led Philippa and James 
D’Arcy to return their home to its Regency roots
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Philippa and James

The wallpaper is from French brand
Zuber’s Arabesque collection. The

sofa and chairs are from Beaumont &
Fletcher. The antique Persian Heriz rug 

was bought at auction from Christie’s

The 19th century marble bust
of Emperor Augustus was bought at

auction from Bonhams. The Napolean
III tulipwood, stained pearwood and

marquetry-work sewing table was 
bought at auction from Christie’s
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James was keen that she didn’t, believing 
that she had considerable talent in this 
area, but Philippa felt daunted by the size 
of the project. Eventually she decided to 
slowly approach the task herself.

“We did it, little by little, by ourselves, 
purchasing virtually all the contents at 
auction,” she reveals. “The catalogues 
would drop through our letterbox every 
week and each Sunday night I’d spend 
hours going through them, trying to work 
out what would fit. I’d swing by to the 
auction rooms on my way to meetings, 
with my handbag full of floorplans and 
measurements, to view pieces I was 
interested in. I soon knew everyone in 
Christie’s, Sotheby’s and Bonhams; I was 
there so often that even the doormen used 
to greet me by name!”

Virtually everything she bought went 
straight from the auction houses to Charles 
Perry Restorations in St Albans. “Every 
piece came back from their workshop 
looking fabulous,” says Philippa.

Whilst this constant stream of furniture, 
paintings and rugs were arriving, a lot of 
work was going on in the house too. All 
the narrow floorboards in the reception 
rooms were changed for wider authentic 
Georgian-style planks, the walls were 
painted or wallpapered and 37 pairs of 

curtains, many with traditional pelmets 
and swags, were made for the windows. 
And the Bulthaup kitchen was sold and 
replaced by more traditional, family-
oriented Mark Wilkinson units.

“I’ve had Mark Wilkinson kitchens 
before and I’ve always found that they 
not only look lovely but the quality of 
the workmanship is superb and they’re 
solid too,” says Philippa. “I chose to paint 
the kitchen in a variety of colours from 
Mark Wilkinson’s paint range, which was 
unusual at the time. I got the impression 
that they had never done a multi-coloured 
kitchen before, but it turned out so well 
that they then photographed it for their 
brochure!”

Philippa spent as much time designing 
the upper floors too, where she did her 
best to execute her children’s vision for 
their own rooms. When the auction houses 
couldn’t deliver, Philippa opted to go 
bespoke. The gilded, oak leaf-embossed, 
wooden canopy over the bed in the master 
bedroom, for example, was commissioned 
to match the Colefax & Fowler silk drapes 
that hang from it.

Although Philippa and James are always 
on the hunt for more art to adorn the 
walls, the house is finished now. They have 
both retired from their city jobs, and are 
now based full time at their lovely home. 
Philippa is training as a functional health 
coach and will be ready to take on private 
clients in early 2021. The couple intend 
to run one and four-day health retreats at 
this wonderful property, offering insights 
into the root causes of chronic disease and 
strategies for how to live a healthy and vital 
life to a ripe old age. Watch this space. u
To find out more about health  
retreats at Wickham House,  
visit lifelong-wellbeing.com
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The Grade II-listed Georgian 
house even has its own 

church in the grounds

The French Walnut bed was sourced
from Youlls Antiques and adapted 

to fit a standard mattress

The chaise longue was made 
bespoke by Clock House Furniture 

Ltd. The matching pair of George 
III mahogany tray-top bedside 

tables were bought at auction from 
Christie’s. Matching lamps from 

Carlos Remes sit upon these

The beautiful gothic windows have
been framed with bespoke pelmets
that match the bedroom wallpaper,
helping to tie the two rooms together

The bath is from Drummonds.
The room has been painted in
Dulux Golden Rambler 6

“We didn’t want it to look like a fitted kitchen. 
We wanted each piece to have its own design and 
character, as kitchens used to be,” says Philippa. The 
kitchen units are a mix of Mark Wilkinson Furniture’s New
England, National Trust, Cooks and Etruscan styles, 
and they are painted in seven different colours 
from the Mark Wilkinson range of eco paints.

The range cooker is the Chemin by Lancanche, 
the fridge freezer is a Sub Zero Wolf 650

Period touches can still be found
in the roomy farmhouse-style
kitchen, where a traditional butler
sink is filled by a period-style mixer tap

Even the cloakroom is full of 
beautiful antiques. The vanity 
unit and mirror were sourced 

by the home’s previous owners

“The drawing room is the one room in 
the house where I have been less purist,

boldly mixing antiques with modern
art on the walls,” reveals Philippa. 

The sofas are from Beaumont & Fletcher


