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When corporate negligence causes a 
tragedy in the greater Washington, D.C., area, 
the victims often turn to the lawyers at Regan 
Zambri Long PLLC for their record of success 
and compassion for their clients.

Three years ago, in August 2016, Catholic 
Charities was helping scores of Maryland 
residents who had been rendered homeless by a 
gas explosion at their Silver Spring apartment 
complex. The explosion and ensuing fire killed 
seven and injured many more. Wanting to 
ensure that the victims received the best legal 
representation, the nonprofit organization 
reached out to firm President and Senior 
Partner Patrick M. Regan. Regan, who had 
previously offered years of volunteer work for 
Catholic Charities, felt compelled to accept 
the case after meeting with the survivors.

“These are some of the most humble, 
hardworking people I’ve ever had the honor 
of representing,” Regan said. “They are 
construction laborers, cooks, and minimum-
wage workers—many of whom work two 
jobs—and they have suffered a tremendous 
trauma. They are parents, too, and have lost 

children in this tragedy, which was entirely 
preventable. Their trust in us is sacred, and we 
will be their voice in court.”

Regan leads a team comprised of Senior 
Partner Victor Long and f irm attorneys 
Christopher J. Regan and Emily Lagan, 
as well as other law firms, in the pending 
litigation against the landlord, property 
owner, and gas company. The tr ia l is 
scheduled for December 2019 in Montgomery 
County Circuit Court.

The case is reminiscent of others that 
helped the lawyers at Regan Zambri Long 
establish themselves as a go-to choice for 
people injured as a result of the carelessness 
of others. Over the course of its 23-year 
history, the firm has secured more than $500 
million in verdicts and settlements on behalf 
of clients. Regan Zambri Long has also 
set legal precedent in matters concerning 
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors. The 
result of one recent wrongful death case had 
far-reaching implications across Maryland, 
after the firm had successfully fought to 
change state law to require the installation 
of bat tery backup systems in smoke 
detectors. This intimate knowledge of the 

law helps establish the firm as a statewide 
leader in its practice areas.

“This was a senseless tragedy that could 
have been prevented had either the gas 
company or the apartment management 
company followed the common-sense rules 
and regulations that keep all of us safe,” said 
Regan, who was named Lawyer of the Year 
for Medical Malpractice Law—Plaintiffs by 
Washington D.C. Best Lawyers, first in 2014, 
then again this year. Best Lawyers also named 
Senior Partner, Vice President and Founding 
Member Salvatore J. Zambri as this year’s 
Lawyer of the Year for Product Liability 
Litigation—Plaintiffs.

Regan also noted the National Transportation 
Safety Board’s April 2019 conclusion that 
the probable cause of the explosion was “an 
unconnected vent line that allowed natural 
gas into the meter room where it […] ignited.”

“The tenants had been making gas odor 
complaints to management for months 
leading up to the explosion, but management 
didn’t act,” he added. “They gambled with 
the l ives of the people who paid them 
rent. We wil l hold them accountable for 
those choices.” 
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Regan Zambri Long Fights for Justice, Leading the  
Litigation for the 2016 Silver Spring Apartment Explosion
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Personal Injury, Medical Malpractice, 
Nursing Home Abuse
Regan Zambri Long PLLC handles the full range of medical 
malpractice, construction accident, and personal injury matters. 
The nine attorneys on its roster boast a breadth of experience that 
establishes them as leaders in the metropolitan Washington, D.C. 
area. They demonstrate total confidence when taking on the most 
well-funded defendants, all while providing personalized attention 
to each client. “We are fighters,” noted President and Senior 
Partner Patrick M. Regan. “We have handled nearly every type of 
medical malpractice and injury claim imaginable and that provides 
our present and future clients with a solid foundation for success 
on each matter.”

Regan Zambri Long has built a strong reputation for throwing its 
collective weight behind each and every case it brings—weight 
that is measured by its attorneys’ hundred-plus years of collective 
experience and impressive $500 million in verdicts and settlements. 

The successful litigation of hundreds of serious injury, malpractice 
and whistleblower cases have resulted in many record-setting 
verdicts and accolades for the firm, which has also appeared 
before appellate courts on countless occasions to argue matters 
of law. Over the course of its 23-year history, the firm’s partners 
and members have been recognized by the legal community 
and the media; in 2014 and again for 2020, Regan was named by 
Washington D.C. Best Lawyers® “Lawyer of the Year” for Medical 
Malpractice Law—Plaintiffs. The publication also named Senior 
Partner, VP and Founding Member Salvatore J. Zambri the 2020 
“Lawyer of the Year” for Product Liability Litigation—Plaintiffs. 

In 2018, Regan successfully represented the family of Carol Glover, 
a woman who tragically died as a result of smoke inhalation in 
the Metro Yellow Line fire in January 2015. In another case, Regan 
obtained a $15 million recovery representing the family of a 35-year-
old man who was crushed to death by a dump truck operating 
with a defective back-up alarm. He also secured $17 million in a 
confidential settlement in a defective product and injury case—one 
of the largest cash settlements in the District of Columbia.

“We are often asked what good will the money do,” Regan said. 
“No amount can ever replace a loved one or turn back time. But the 
compensation we secure helps provide a measure of closure and 
mitigates financial hardships. In the aftermath of a tragedy we aim 
to help our clients live their fullest-possible lives.”

The firm also helps clients and their families recover from car 
accidents, traumatic brain injury, birth injury and nursing-home 
abuse. Indeed, the list of matters the firm litigates is lengthy. But 
Regan said there is a common thread woven throughout, which 
reminds every lawyer and staff member of the firm’s mission of 
securing justice for those who have suffered. “Everything we do 
is about seeking accountability from the people, corporations, 
systems or structures that have caused our clients harm,” he said. 
“That commitment is reflected in the results we achieve on behalf 
of our clients.”
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