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Since you may have put off a big summer trip 
in favor of staying put and staying safe, we’ve 
rounded up a list of great options for turning your 

backyard into the perfect vacation resort. 
Splurge on comfortable furniture. The perfect 

staycation calls for plush seating and sturdy dining 
furniture that can withstand anything your kids can (and 
will) throw at it. Invest in a sectional sofa with weather-
resistant cushions - bonus points if the sofa also offers 
storage underneath - and add a colorful outdoor rug to 
complete your outdoor space. 

If your dining set is functional but has seen better 
days, update it with a coat of paint or a new set of seat 
cushions. DIYers can grab discarded pallets from big-box 
stores to your own modular furniture - there are many 
online tutorials to show you how. 

Create fun backyard adventures. Choose a fun 
theme for each week or day, and plan a mix of activities, 
costumes, and meals around that theme. For example, 
if your family loves sports, pull on your favorite team 
jerseys, serve food you’d find at a hockey game, and set 
up a slip-and-slide for outdoor shinny. 

Host your own Family Olympics using items you have 
around the house for fun activities like loading your 
wheelbarrow full of balls or sand toys as part of a relay 
race. Organize a badminton tournament, a cup-stacking 
contest, and a croquet course. Hold a nature scavenger 
hunt that tests your family’s observational skills, such as 
identifying birds and other wildlife, or looking up certain 
plants found in your garden or yard.

Get gardening. Buy seedling vegetable plants and 
grow your own ingredients for salads or fixings for pizza. 
If you don’t have large flower beds, look up! Plant a 
vertical herb or veggie garden on a fence or balcony 
railing. Set up an area in the yard to plant flowers that 
attract butterflies. Build a bird feeder from scrap wood 
or purchase a bird feeder kit and then stock with seeds. 
Add a rain collector, backyard thermometer, and a wind 
gauge so the kids can monitor your local forecast and 
learn about how weather impacts the environment. 

Lay out the perfect lounging areas. Summer’s 
the perfect time to grab a great book to read and loaf 
around for a summer afternoon. If you have the space, 
hang up a hammock or two in a shady spot for your 
family to recharge and relax in or build or purchase 
outdoor swings so you can swing the day away. Hang 

wind chimes to add to your soothing vibe. Fill a few 
coolers with ice and stock them with water, juice, and 
pop so frosty drinks are within reach.

Open up your own waterpark. If you have an in-
ground pool, purchase oversized floating rafts, noodles, 
and chairs for lounging and pick up some fun toss-and-
find games that will help improve your kids’ swimming 
skills. Roll up some fluffy beach towels in baskets and 
place around the pool and be sure to keep plenty of 
waterproof sunscreen within reach.

No pool? No problem! Set up a few sprinklers to 
make the perfect splash park, get the slip-and-slide 
going, or fill up water balloons for a refreshing dodge 
ball game. For little ones, set up an inflatable pool with 
floating balls so they can cool off, too.

Set up the perfect evening. Check The City of 
Calgary website for fire bans or advisories. If no fire ban 
is in place, create your own fire pit area with cinder 
blocks or large garden rocks. A campfire is the perfect 
spot to roast hot dogs for lunch or make s’mores at night 
during a family campout. 

Or splurge on a gas fire pit table and set up chairs 
around it for a great spot to tell ghost stories or host 
sing-a-longs. 

Hang up a large white sheet, rent a projector, and 
create your own drive-in movie theatre outside. Or have 
an early evening karaoke or dance party outside under 
the stars. 

Do some family glamping. Dig out your tent, 
sleeping bags, air mattress, and set up in the yard. 
String up fairy lights, fill the tent with comfy pillows, and 
you’ll have the perfect bedtime story nook for the kids. 
Don’t forget the flashlights or head lamps, too. When 
the weather’s nice, sleep in your tent and wake up with 
the morning sun. Eating breakfast outside always tastes 
better, right?

Your staycation will be memorable if there’s 
something different to do every day, and any backyard 
can be transformed into the perfect summer oasis with 
just a bit of imagination.

Wendy is a freelance journalist and TV producer who writes 
about parenting, home improvement, family travel, and 
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transform your backyard into the 
perfect staycation oasis
Create a resort right at home.
By Wendy Helfenbaum

“No pool? No problem! 
Set up a few sprinklers to 
make the perfect splash 
park, get the slip-and-

slide going, or fill up water 
balloons for a refreshing 

dodge ball game.”


