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F or a textbook example of Mother 
Nature’s unrivalled design, one needn’t 

look further than New Zealand, a nation 
where the outdoors is as great as the idiom 
suggests. !is country of almost "ve million 
people has lovingly maintained its rolling 
countryside, sultry beaches, volcanic lakes 
and alpine peaks. It’s also home to properties 
meticulously attuned to their environment, 
none more so than the Luxury Lodges of New 
Zealand. A loose amalgam of 31 boutique 
hotels and resorts spread across the North 
and South islands, these lodges are uni"ed by 
their exceptional comfort, "ne local food and 
wine, warm hospitality and design that re#ects 
and celebrates their sublime settings, whether 
waterside, on a mountain or next to a vineyard. 

!ree properties in particular, each a bucket-
list destination in its own right, exemplify the 
brand’s $%&. In the centre of the North Island, 
Huka Lodge was built in 1924 by Irishman 
Alan Pye as a "shing lodge. !e location was 
an obvious choice for anglers, sitting on the 
trout-"lled Waikato River. Today, the lodge’s 
humble genesis is celebrated throughout the 
property with touches such as mounted "sh, 
"shing nets and rods hanging on walls, "sh-
shaped chocolates being served after meals, 
and a trout motif on bed linen. In one of the 
cottages, framed Maori "sh hooks made from 
p'ua( (abalone) shell link indigenous heritage 
to the lodge’s elementary provenance. Just over 
20 suites and cottages unfurl along the river, 
each with views of the water and decorated 
as a comfortable outdoors retreat, with wood 
siding, a palette of greens to re#ect the shades 
of the river, and tartan carpets. !e riverside 
setting is used to admirable e)ect, with 
walking trails that wind throughout Huka 
Lodge’s seven hectares and to more than 20 
disparate locations where guests can dine in 
the natural splendour.

A few hours south-east in Hawke’s Bay, a 
region known for its beaches and wineries, 
!e Farm at Cape Kidnappers is a hilltop 

resort situated on a working sheep and cattle 
farm. Its design scheme introduces a cluster 
of agricultural buildings that seem to fuse 
with the landscape, and from its imposing 
main building to its 22 suites, the property 
radiates a charmingly agrarian aura. Giant 
barn-style doors and sturdy beams dominate 
the reception area, while the dining area is a 
soaring circular room that recalls a grain silo. 
Rooms continue the agricultural approach: 
door handles are stable latches, cushions are 
embroidered with sheep imagery, tables are 
made from old barrels and sliding barn doors 
mark the entrance to the bathroom. Guests in 
search of a closer encounter with the bucolic 
life can book a four-wheel-drive tour to 
explore the expansive farmland.

On the South Island, Marlborough is an area 
synonymous with Sauvignon Blanc, home to 
labels like Cloudy Bay and *+,--. It’s here 
that !e Marlborough Lodge, which sits on 
several hectares surrounded by vineyards with 
more than 30 cellar doors nearby, welcomes 
as an intimate country home. !e soft-grey 
Victorian lodge was originally a Catholic 
convent dating back to 1901, and in the 1990s 
was shipped in "ve pieces to its present site, 
where it was reopened as a "ve-room bed and 
breakfast. !e current owners pushed out the 
footprint and added balconies, though they 
retained the original staircases and stained-
glass windows, increasing the room count to 
ten and out"tting interiors with an eclectic 
mix of historic and modern furniture in a warm 
range of colours, prints and textures. Flora and 
fauna motifs appear variously in suites, while 
in the dining room a large painting of a #ower 
garden by acclaimed New Zealand artist Karl 
Maughan bursts with vivid greens, oranges, 
purples and crimson. As with any memorable 
country home, the outside is just as important, 
and guests can wander the park-like grounds 
that include a creek, a bridge, walkways, free-
range chickens and hundreds of varieties of 
#ora, a keen distillation of New Zealand’s 
bounteous natural wonders.
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Huka Lodge on 
New Zealand’s 
North Island is one 
of the country’s 
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getaways. Originally 
established in 1924 
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it retains this dna in 
its overlook of the 
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gear available for 
guests
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Picturesque Hawke’s Bay is known 
for its beaches and wineries, and 
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