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BUCHAREST IN 
NUMBERS

DATE OF BIRTH 

70 BC
SIZE 

88  
sq miles

POPULATION 

2.3 million
WEIGHT OF CRYSTAL 
CHANDELIER IN THE 

PALACE OF 
PARLIAMENT 

2.5 tonnes

Best of 
Bucharest

ESSENTIALS… Budget around £50–£60 for a double room in a mid-range hotel, and £10–£15 for a meal in a good restaurant

An urban delta in the 
midst of the city, the 
Văcăreşti Nature Park 
is a surprising sight. 
Planned to be a dam 
during the communist 
era, the park is now 
home to an entire 
thriving ecosystem 
(parcnaturalvacaresti.ro).

 CHORAL TEMPLE
Str Sfânta Vineri 9–11
The Choral Temple, built in 1857, 
is the city’s main working 
synagogue and is visually 
stunning inside. You’ll need your 
passport to enter. A memorial  
to the victims of the Holocaust 
(including some 400,000 
Romanian Jews), erected in 
1991, fronts the temple, which is 
a near-copy of a synagogue in 
Vienna destroyed in 1938.

 HERASTRAU PARK
herastrauparc.ro
Sprawling over a large area north 
of Piat̨a Victoriei, this 200-hectare 
park surrounding a lake is 
(arguably) Bucharest’s nicest 
park, with shaded strolls and 
open-air cafés. At night in 
summer, some of the city’s best 
clubs decamp along the shore 
here and transform the park into 
an all-night party. One of the 
main entrances to the park is short 
walk from Aviatorilor metro.

 STAVROPOLEOS CHURCH
stavrolpoleos.ro
This tiny church, which dates 
from 1724, will make a lasting 
impression, with its courtyard 
filled with tombstones, an ornate 
wooden interior and carved 
wooden doors.

 ARTIST
theartist.ro
Located in a restored 1880s villa 
on posh Calea Victoriei, this is 
top fine-dining in Bucharest 
thanks to chef Paul Oppenkamp 
and his approach to modern 
cuisine, peppered with 
Romanian influences. The menu 
changes every three months, 
aside from the now legendary 
cucumber sorbet.Book ahead.

 MAIZE
maize.ro
Winner of 2018 Best Chef of the 
Year award, Maize is a must-visit 
for its ‘new Romanian cuisine’ 
concept and its farm-to-table 
ingredients. Located in in one of 
Bucharest’s upmarket districts,  
it has an open-space layout with  
a grill in plain sight and a summer 
terrace. Great for Sunday brunch.

 MODELIER
Str Duzilor 12
Artisanal burgers, excellent 
French fries and homemade 
lemonade served in oversized 
carafes are a few draws at this 
hipsterish, culture-centre-cum-
restaurant located in a residential 
neighbourhood east of the centre. 

 FABRICA DE BERE BUNA
bere-zaganu.ro
Run by the folks behind Zăganu, 
the pioneers of craft brewing in 
Romania, this bar (located on the 
city’s best-known street) shouldn’t 

be missed on a drinking crawl in 
Bucharest. Brewed at Maneciu-
Ungureni since 2013, it offers five 
Zăganu beers: blonde, brown, an 
IPA, a Red Ale and Adonis. 

 FIX
fixmad.com
Bucharest’s first ‘botanical bar’ 
serves some of the city’s best 
drinks, creative concoctions with 
seasonal ingredients. Fabulous 
gin cocktails under quirky names 
are a guarantee; there’s also 
craft beer. With the friendliest 
bartenders in town and a cozy, 
hip setting in Palatul Universul (a 
former printing house), you’ll feel 
right at home. Frequent events 
attract a cool, creative crowd.

 LINEA/CLOSER TO  
THE MOON
Caleia Victoriei 17
At the top of Victoria department 
store, this is Bucharest’s most 
popular rooftop bar, displaying 
an ingenious cosmic theme and 
offering panoramic city views. 

 POINT
whatsthepoint.ro
Housed in a restored heritage 
building, Point is a cultural hub 
fostering contemporary arts 
through exhibitions, screenings, 
artist residencies and theatre 
productions, with a lovely garden 
in use during summer. There’s a 
gourmet kitchen as well as a bar 
with mixologists.

Romania’s capital sometimes 
gets a bad rap, but in fact it’s 
dynamic, energetic and lots of 
fun. Allow at least a few days 
to take in the very good 
museums, stroll the parks and 
hang out at trendy cafés and 
drinking gardens. 

The Moorish 
Revival-

style Choral 
Temple

Great choice 
for warmer 
evenings
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 SIGHTS
 Choral Temple
 Herăstrău Park
 Stavropoleos Church
   EATING
 Artist
 Maize
 Modelier

    DRINKING
 Fabrica de Bere Bună
 FIX
 Linea/Closer to the Moon
   ENTERTAINMENT
 Point 

 

  SLEEPING
 Hotel Opera
 Vila 11
 Vila Arte

LIKE A LOCAL

May  2020112

I start my weekend with 
a coffee at Origo, Orygyns 

Specialty Coffee,  
or Trofic which also serves 

amazing healthy food. 
Sundays are great for 
brunch at Simbio and 

art-gallery hopping. More 
recently, I’ve started 
going to lesser-known 

museums like the Frederic 
and Cecilia Cut,escu-

Storck Art Museum and 
watching independent 
movies at Cinema Elvire 
Popesco, housed in the 

beautiful French 
Institute. 

BY BUCHAREST 
RESIDENT 

MONICA SUMA

FAUX PAS
Celebrities such 

as Michael Jackson and 
Iron Maiden have greeted 
audiences with ‘Hello 

Budapest!’ (the Hungarian 
capital). There have even 
been cases of sports  
fans and tourists 
flying to the  
wrong city.

BUDGET
VILA 11
Vila11bucharest.com
Run by a welcoming expat family, 
this pensiune is on a backstreet  
a few minutes’ walk from the main 
train station. There are good-
value six-bed dorms as well as 
private singles and doubles 
– some with en suite baths. Ask 
for a top-floor room, with pretty 
views and air-conditioning, but 
watch the narrow stairways.

MID-RANGE
VILA ARTE
vilaarte.ro
A renovated villa transformed 
into an excellent-value boutique 
hotel stuffed with original art that 
pushes the envelope on design 
and colour at this price point.  
The services are top drawer and 

the helpful reception makes 
every guest feel special. The 
‘Ottoman’ room is done in an 
updated Turkish style, with 
deep-red spreads and fabrics, 
and oriental carpets.

TOP END 
HOTEL OPERA
hotelopera.ro
Set on a backstreet corner, this 
33-room, faintly Art Deco hotel 
plays on the early-20th-century 
theme with historic artwork on 
the walls and porcelain and 
brass decorative objects in the 
rooms. Rooms come in ‘standard’ 
and slightly more-expensive 
‘executive’ flavours, though in 
practice there’s little difference 
between the two. Ask about 
lower weekend rates available 
most weeks throughout the year.

WHILE YOU’RE HERE

DO venture to Herăstrău 
Lake for boat rides and 
to see the National 
Village Museum.
WATCH art-house 
movies in Cinemateca 
Eforie or live music at 
underground Club A.
AFTER DARK head to a 
ballet performance at 
the Opera House or the 
edgy nightclub Control.

MORE INFO… Romania & Bulgaria (£14.99) // Downloadable PDF (£2.39) // lonelyplanet.com/romania/bucharest

STARRING ROLE

FChildren Underground (2001)
FBlood & Chocolate (2007)
FCloser to the Moon (2014)


