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WELCOME TO OUR DIGITAL SUMMER ISSUE  of Today’s 
Catholic Teacher. After experiencing disruptions in every aspect of our lives, 
let us embrace the long days of summer as time to consider the importance 
of our role as teachers. Take time to pause and reflect on the incredible 
impact teachers have on the intellectual, social, emotional, and spiritual 
well-being of our nation’s children. We thank you for your dedication in 
supporting our children during this difficult season. 

One particularly appealing idea, 
building Professional and Personal 
Learning Networks, may be used 
by students, teachers, and admin-
istrators alike. Susan Brooks-Young 
highlights the difference between 
the more common Professional 
Learning Communities and Pro-
fessional Learning Networks (page 
43). Networks are an informal, bot-
tom-up means for individuals to 
connect with those who have a sim-
ilar interest or need. She provides 
great ideas and considerations for 
developing one to fit your needs. 
Sr. Patricia McCormack echoes the 
benefits of Personal Learning Net-
works for teens (page 41). Consider 
asking students to create a Personal 
Learning Network as a part of their 
academic preparation for next fall. 

On a broader scale, summer pro-
vides ample time for teachers and 
school leaders to collaborate on pos-
sible institutional innovation. Toni 
Moore suggests “going to the balco-
ny” so one can see the school from 
a different perspective and consider 
possible changes (page 30). On a 
practical level, Andrea Bear unpacks 
new Catholic-school models used to 
creatively increase enrollment (page 
20). From blended models to hybrid 
learning, creative innovations can be 
powerful and have major impacts on 
student enrollment. In the School 
Highlight, Victoria LaFave shares 

the winner and finalists for the 
2019 Total Community Involvement 
Innovations in Catholic Education 
Award (page 8). These awards 
provide a window into changes 
award-winning Catholic schools 
have implemented to better serve 
their entire community. 

School change and innovation 
are not possible without support 
from faculty. Lori Hadacek Chaplin 
provides practical suggestions for 
building faculty bonds (page 16). 
Individuals who feel more connect-
ed to one another are more likely to 
work well together. I vividly recall 
my first experience changing our 
high school’s four-year history se-
quence after the state implemented 
new curriculum frameworks. Our 
department chair hosted multi-
ple meetings for us to discuss the 
benefits and drawbacks of each se-
quence. We were asked to share our 
own concerns about how the change 
would impact our teaching. This op-
portunity to talk about the personal 
impact was important as it brought 
into consideration how the change 
would impact us as individuals. 

Peace and blessings,
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Our thanks to the principal and staff at Old St. Mary School in Chicago, Illinois, who generously 
welcomed TCT for our cover teacher photo shoot for this school year. OSMSchool.com

Get the complete listing of links found in this issue:  
CatholicTeacher.com/Summer-2020-Issue-Resources

We congratulate  
the winners of the 
2020 Innovations  

in Catholic  
Education Awards!
Read about all our 2020 

finalists and winners: 
 todayct.us/Awards2020 
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INTERACTIVE FUN
Teacher-tested solutions to use in your classroom

SAINT-INSPIRED SYMBOLS
For this multidisciplinary proj-
ect on the lives of the saints, stu-

dents started by researching the life 
and times of their Catholic saint of 
choice. The students then created a 
comic book using the Book 
Creator app to visually 
display the life and 
times of their saint. 
After completing this, 
each student then 
chose a symbol that 
represented the life of 
their saint.

Using TinkerCAD, the students 
created a blank keychain or neck-
lace that was approximately 1.5 
inches in diameter. They used mul-
tiple cylinders to create the blank 

top and tube for the chain to attach 
through. After creating the blank, 
the students used the scribble tool 
to draw their own design or found 
a public domain image with correct 
attributions (reuse with modifica-
tion) to use for their symbol.

Submitted by Keven Rinaman, director 
of technology and technology teacher, 
Calvert Catholic Schools, Tifflin, Ohio

GYM TEAM HEROES
In my physical edu-
cation class, when 

we play games in-
volving first at-bat 
or first possession 
of a ball, the players 
must answer an academic 
question that I call out to 

them; the first correct 
answer gets possession. 

For instance, I might ask, 
“Name the governor of 
your state,” or “Who is 
the U.S. vice president?”

The question must be 
a reasonable one for the age 

level of the class. This technique 
gives more students the chance to be 
the heroes of the gym team!
Submitted by Tony Haneman, elementary 

physical-education teacher, Trenton 
Catholic Academy, Trenton, New Jersey 

ROCK ON! 
To make a unit study about the 
types of rocks (igneous, sedi-

mentary, and metamorphic) and 
rock formation more engaging, I 
initiated a class project. Students 
worked in groups to create a rock 
band. 

Each student group picked one 
major rock type and had to com-
pose a song or rap about the rock’s 
formation and characteristics. The 

students had to come up with a 
band name, make a CD case, 

and present their 
project live in 
front of the class. 

It was very engag-
ing and exciting. The 

students had a blast!
Submitted by Paul Larrea, 

middle-school science 
teacher, Our Lady of 

Mercy Regional Catholic School, 
Maple Glen, Pennsylvania 

Share YOuR great ideas! Jot them down and share them with your colleagues in Catholic 

education. Describe your entry in 50 to 100 words, and email it to editor@catholicteacher.com.

Grand Award Winner Congratulations to our 2020 Great Ideas 
Grand Winner, Sylvia Buller from Resurrection Catholic School in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania! Find her Great Idea in our Spring 2020 issue. todayct.us/3aEk9Vq.
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Great Ideas
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easy-to-use organizational tool and reference 
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Year after year, thousands of catechists and 
teachers rely on this easy-to-use planning, 
organization, and reference tool for the 
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Illustration: T. Schluenderfritz, Scripture texts are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 
1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used with permission.
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THE 2019 WINNER IN THE TOTAL COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT  category  of the Innovations 
in Catholic Education Awards is Immaculate Conception Catholic School in Denton, Texas. Brandon Nabors, 
representing award sponsor Lands’ End School, presented the honor at the April 24, 2019, awards event during 
the NCEA Conference in Chicago.

“We were humbled to be chosen as 
winner in our category,” Immaculate 
Conception Catholic School (ICCS) 
Principal Elaine Schad told 
TCT. “We are provid-
ing hands-on, lifelong 
learning experiences 
for our students. We 
instill a love of learn-
ing, of service, and 

an appreciation of the entire world, 
including the need for stewardship 
of God’s earth.”

A Texas-accredited PreK–
8 school serving 231 stu-

dents in the Diocese of 
Fort Worth, ICCS has 
a mission of promot-
ing the development 
of the whole child 

through the educational process. 
What began as a small garden effort 
13 years ago has blossomed into 
an award-winning program that 
fits well with the school’s mission, 
Schad explained.

ICCS is the only institution in 
the state of Texas — from preschool 
through the university level — to 
receive the 2018 Sadie Ray Graff 

TOTAL COMMUNITY 
INVOLVEMENT

Immaculate Conception Catholic School in Denton, Texas, 
wins 2019 Innovations in Catholic Education Award

BY VICTORIA R. LAFAVE
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Immaculate Conception teachers with representatives from award sponsor, Lands End

Institution Award from Keep Texas 
Beautiful, which recognizes efforts 
made by youth and educators work-
ing to improve and beautify their 
communities.

The partnership among the 
school, parish, and community 
through grants and non-cash sup-
port has been critical in the devel-
opment of this program, Schad said. 
These grants were used to support 
educational efforts connected to the 
development of the vegetable gar-
den, recycling, landscaping, green-
house construction, and sustainabil-
ity projects. Recent grants included 
the 2018 Keep Denton Beautiful 
grant for $500, a $1,000 grant from 
Catholic Life Insurance, and a $575 
grant from Denton Sustainable 
Schools. 

Students are able to be highly en-
gaged through the school’s elective 
courses at the middle school level 
and outdoor learning opportuni-
ties for all grade levels. For example, 
ICCS has student “recycle teams.” 
In addition, students constructed a 
greenhouse, learned beginning de-
sign and construction techniques; 

gained knowledge about seasons, 
planting, proper soil selection, fer-
tilizing, and composting; and main-
tained their garden.

The school has added an Out-
door Classroom/Learning Area in-
corporating math, science, and art 
projects and other STEM outdoor 
extension activities, and sched-
ules “buddy” projects where older 
students educate younger students 
in planting, weeding, and other 
gardening techniques. Fifth-grad-
ers teach preschool students how 
worms enhance the soil, how to 
prepare seed beds, and how to plant 

properly. Students at all grade levels 
mulch, compost, recycle, pull weeds, 
and learn about plant balance and 
organic ways to control weeds and 
insects. 

Service is a critical part of the 
leadership development of ICCS 
students through these programs. 
For example, the school provides 
produce grown in its garden to 
Our Daily Bread Soup Kitchen. 
Students harvest produce, clean 
it, and prepare it for transport to 
the soup kitchen. For more than a 
decade, more than 150 volunteers 
under age 18, 30 adults, and more 
than 650 volunteer hours have been 
incorporated into ICCS’ program 
annually. Perhaps most impressive: 
Approximately 350 pounds of fresh 
produce is delivered to the soup 
kitchen annually from the school’s 
garden.

Schad noted that offering hands-
on gardening experiences and envi-
ronmental education to children 
makes a difference. Research shows 
that having a school garden results 
in significantly increased science 
achievement scores, increased re-
spect for nature lasting into adult-
hood, and increased willingness to 
improve nutrition. 

“These altruistic projects main-
tain good stewardship of the earth’s 
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ICCS students with plants growing in the school’s greenhouse
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resources and tie directly into the 
development of a servant’s heart,” 
Schad explained, “which allows car-
ing for the earth, helping the poor, 
dedication to the education of youth, 
and teamwork in becoming prob-
lem solvers of the world’s challenges.” 

Principal Schad summed up the 
program: “While there is an imme-
diate impact gained through this 
program, we believe that these envi-
ronmental stewardship experiences 
will translate into the greater com-
munity as our students leave their 
schools and go out into the world 
to build their families and careers. 
We want to nurture the next gener-
ation so they have a deep awareness 
of what God has given them.”

 ■ LEARN MORE  about Immaculate 
Conception Catholic School: 

CatholicSchoolDenton.org

LANDS’ END SCHOOL  also pre-
sented awards to two finalists for 
the Innovative Project in Total 
Community Involvement at the 
April 24 event. Julie Billiart School 
in Lyndhurst, Ohio, in the Diocese 
of Cleveland, was honored for its 

Beyond Camp program. Saint 
Augustine of Canterbury Roman 
Catholic School of Kendall Park, 
New Jersey, a National Blue Ribbon 
School of Excellence in the Diocese 
of Metuchen, won recognition for 
helping the homeless. 

JuLIE BILLIART SCHOOL (JB),  a 
Catholic, alternative, K-8 grade 
school, has a commitment to pro-
vide the highest level of education 
and care for children of any faith 
with special learning needs. JB em-
powers students to believe that any-
thing is possible.

“We are so grateful and excited 
to be honored by Today’s Catholic 
Teacher for our innovative voca-
tional program project at Beyond 
Camp,” Director Chris McCloskey 

said. “Our vocational program has 
provided several opportunities to 
some of our former students to gain 
essential work skills that will assist 
them in life-long independence and 
full inclusion in the community.”

Six years ago, Julie Billiart School 
launched Beyond Camp, a four-
week summer camp providing so-
cial-skills training and combating 
summer learning loss (SLL) for stu-
dents with special learning needs. 
SLL is especially detrimental for 
students who rely on school to teach 
social skills alongside academics. 

At JB, where professionals carefully 
document student learning through 
Individualized Education Programs, 
administrators have noted that most 
students lose academic and social 
skills over the summer. 

The primary goals of Beyond 
Camp are to: develop social skills, 
including perspective taking and 
emotional regulation; generalize 
these skills to the community, which 
students will need for career read-
iness; provide creative expression 
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opportunities through exercise, 
cooking, writing, art, computer 
coding, singing, acting, and sports; 
and provide an academic boost to 
combat SLL.

Beyond Camp serves approxi-
mately 55 students with learning dif-
ferences and is directed by McCloskey, 
who is also one of the school’s inter-
vention specialists. Beyond Camp is 
also staffed with highly experienced 
intervention specialists, a board-cer-
tified behavior analyst, and a speech/
language pathologist. 

Staff members develop and im-
plement social goals, collect data 
daily on each goal, and adjust goals 
weekly based on progress.

In a pilot program over two sum-
mers, Beyond Camp included two 
former JB students (current high 
school students) as Counselors in 
Training. The program expanded 
to include a full vocational program 
for high school students with learn-
ing challenges. 

 ■ LEARN MORE  about Julie Billiart 
School: JulieBilliartSchool.org 

SAINT AuGuSTINE OF 

CANTERBuRY ROMAN 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

(SAC), the second final-
ist, is a National Blue Rib-
bon School of Excellence. 
Middle-school students at 
Saint Augustine of Can-
terbury Roman Catho-
lic School have created 
a “plarning” ministry in 
order to live the words of Matthew’s 
Gospel, “whatever you did for one of 
these least brothers of mine, you did 
for me.”

The students were inspired to 
form the group after the school’s 
celebration of National Hunger & 
Homelessness Awareness Week, 

which gave them a greater appreci-
ation for the plight of the homeless 
and needy.

With the help of religion teach-
er Colleen Paras, middle school 
students learn how to make “plarn” 
(plastic yarn). They collect grocery 
bags, cut them into strips, tie them 
together, and roll them into balls. 
The balls of plarn are then used to 
crochet plastic mats that are lighter 

and more weather-resistant 
than cloth mats and provide 

cushioning for someone who 
is sitting or sleeping on a 
hard surface. Each mat is 
six feet long, requires 600 
to 700 bags, and can take 
as long as 40 hours to cro-
chet. The mats are donated 
to homeless people in the 
local community. 

“Creating the mats 
from beginning to end re-

quires hours of intensive labor and 
intentional love,” Paras said. 

Students meet after school week-
ly to create plarn, often with their 

parents and younger siblings. Each 
week, the students offer prayers for 
the individuals who will receive the 
mats. “Students offer many prayers 
for their brothers and sisters in need,” 
Paras said, “but the one that reso-
nates with me the most was when a 
student prayed, ‘That they may know 
they were made for them in love.’”

The plarning ministry has taught 
the students the value of helping 
those in need.

“Participation in the plarning 
ministry has taught our students 
to have greater respect and com-
passion for one another,” Paras 
continued. “It has shown them that 
through simple acts of love and 
kindness, they can bring dignity to 
the lives of those less fortunate and 
that they can make a difference in 
the world around them.”

Paras said she is grateful for the 
award, and she hopes other schools 
follow in her students’ footsteps. 

“It is truly an honor to be named a 
finalist in this category for the plarn-
ing service of our students. We pray 
this acknowledgment plants seeds 
for other schools to serve those in 
need and allows our students to 
know how greatly God has blessed 
the work they continue to do.”

 ■ LEARN MORE   about St.  
Augustine of Canterbury  
Roman Catholic School:  

StAugustineNJ.org/school  

VICTORIA R. LAFAVE writes for 
Today’s Catholic Teacher and 

for Holy Name Catholic School 
and The Bishop Noa Home, both 
in Escanaba, Michigan. Several of 

her stories have been published in 
Chicken Soup for the Soul books.

Crocheting plarn mats at SAC
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I HAVE A SOFT SPOT FOR STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS.  My brother has various disabil-
ities, and when I was in grammar school, I used to spend recess playing with special-needs students. I have been 
blessed to experience them as people whose lives are a place of privileged encounter with God. St. Luigi Guanella, 
who began as a Salesian and ended up founding two religious orders to care for those with disabilities, had a 
particular charism, or gift, for this.

St. Luigi Guanella (1842–1915) 
was ordained a diocesan priest in 
1866. From 1875–1878, he discerned 
his vocation with the Salesians and 
worked among the poorest youth. 
He noticed that those with disabil-
ities, whom he called “God’s good 
children,” had no one devoted to 
their care, and his heart felt pulled to-
ward working to benefit them. After 
learning about the Salesian style of 
education and accompanying young 
people, St. Luigi left the Salesians 
and started his own work, adapting 
it for children with special needs. He 
founded the Daughters of St. Mary 
of Providence and the Servants of 
Charity to carry out this mission. 

WORK FROM LOVE. When work-
ing with those with special needs, 
the heart is essential. The heart can 
speak to another person’s heart, 
even when verbal communication 
is impossible. The gift of a smile and 
a patient presence can often still the 
troubled mind. “The needs of the 
unfortunate,” explained St. Luigi, 

“are more to be sensed by the affec-
tion of the heart than by theoreti-
cal study of the mind.” Love is our 
most basic need, and without it, a 
young person suffers greatly. Those 

with disabilities are often very open 
to and expressive of care. As God’s 
good children, they are a reminder 
that God made us to give and re-
ceive love. 

uSE THE PREVENTIVE SYSTEM . 

Surrounding God’s good children 
with care must include trying to pre-
vent problems. Often this involves 
thinking about the classroom from 
their perspective, keeping their par-
ticular interests in mind. St. Luigi 
wrote, “It is always better to use the 
preventive system, that is, to sur-
round the person in every circum-
stance of life with the affection of a 
father, to protect one against every 
danger of falling or meeting obsta-
cles, so as to usher him to the right 
path.” Whether it’s being attentive 
to a young person’s particular stress 
triggers or sensitivities, or striving 
to provide activities that keep them 
happily occupied and free of the 
boredom that leads to behavioral is-
sues, the “preventive” approach is far 
more peaceful than trying to calm 
outbursts or anxieties that thought-
fulness could have prevented. 

TRuST IN DIVINE PROVIDENCE.   

St. Luigi reminds us that our work 
with the young is not carried out 

alone, but is an active participa-
tion in God’s providential love for 
his children. When weary, stressed, 
or overwhelmed by our work, he 
reminds us to “call upon God’s 
strength in times of need.” The Lord 
loves his good children through us. 
We never have to do our work alone, 
so in humility we can turn to him 
and ask for the strength and pa-
tience we need that will give us joy 
and perseverance in this very spe-
cial ministry.

St. Luigi’s example reminds us 
that God will give us the strength 
to fulfill the work to which he calls 
us. The blessings gained through 
working with young people greatly 
outweigh the fatigue and struggles 
it presents, for God cannot be out-
done in generosity. 

St. Luigi Guanella, pray for us, 
that we can imitate your goodness 
and love for all God’s children. 
Amen. 

SR. BRITTANY HARRISON is a Salesian 
Sister of St. John Bosco, youth minister, 

and social media maven. A high-school 
theology teacher for almost 10 years and 

a catechist for 20, she’s known for making 
the faith accessible without stripping 
it of its depth and beauty. Follow her 
on Instagram and Twitter @SisterB24.

ST. LUIGI GUANELLA
Accompanying students with special needs

BY SR. BRITTANY HARRISON, FMA

P
H

O
T

O
: P

U
B

LI
C

 D
O

M
A

IN

14  SuMMER 2020 ■ VOLuME 53, NuMBER 4

Saint Connection



Great resources to 
complement your 
daily spiritual life!

The 2020-2021 Sunday Missals help Catholics young and old grow in faith 
and participate in the Mass with  the Sunday readings for Year B, Sunday 
prayers and reflections, and much more right at your fingertips!
The 2020-2021 Prayer Journal is filled with reflections for each Sunday and feast 
day, short ‘starter’ meditations, and space for your own prayer intentions and 
your personal spiritual reflection.

Sunday Readings are from 
the U.S. Lectionary. 

To order – just call 1-800-321-0411 or visit BayardFaithResources.com 

Please refer to promotion code LSM20PA-TCT. Missals will ship in October—in time for the first Sunday of Advent.

Bulk 
pricing 

available!
Ends July 31

LWCSM Ad in TCT LSM20PA-TCT.indd   1 3/30/20   11:47 AM

https://bayardfaithresources.com/


T
C

T
 F

e
a

tu
re

IN THESE DIVISIVE TIMES,  it’s essential for Catholic administrators and teachers to refrain from modeling 
the world and to be examples of a healthy culture. How might schools create strong relationships among faculty? 
Catholic schools create unity by underscoring the importance of faculty eating together, praying together, and 
having zero tolerance for gossiping. They also look for positive ways to break up cliques, refuse to let differing 
political opinions derail them, and have principals that listen to their teachers. 

TEACHERS THAT EAT 
AND PRAY TOGETHER 
STAY TOGETHER
Have you ever been that teach-
er who hides out in the classroom 
during lunch because you don’t feel 

welcome? One teacher shared with 
TCT, “The last school where I worked 
had a group that always ate in the fac-
ulty lounge, but the other half of the 
faculty sat in one particular teacher’s 
classroom and ate together. It was 

like there were two faculty groups. 
If you were new or a sub, you didn’t 
know where to go, and you always 
felt like you were in the wrong place.” 

Fred Martin, principal at St. 
Paul’s Catholic School in Nampa, P
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BUILD FACULTY BONDS
Fostering community among teachers

BY LORI HADACEK CHAPLIN
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Idaho, says faculty eating togeth-
er is critical, and praying together 
is equally important. He told TCT, 
“Your lunch should be shared. 
Eating together prevents cliques and 
backbiting in the faculty lounge.” 

Principal Martin recommends 
beginning the day with prayer. “At 
St. Paul’s, we meet every morning at 
7:30 a.m. and have what we call the 
morning huddle to say our morning 
prayer.” 

He adds, “I think what Catholic 
administrators don’t catch on to 
very often is that they’re the lead-
ers of a religious community. That’s 
the way Catholic schools are built 
to function. You can’t minimize the 
importance of shared meals and 
prayer.”

uNITY KILLER
The third way to keep morale high is 
to avoid gossiping. Pope Francis has 
spoken out more than once about 
the dangers of gossip, which he calls 
“the worst weed for a community.”

Fr. Dwight Longenecker ad-
dresses gossip in his National 
Catholic Register article “10 Ways to 
Stop Gossip.” The Greenville, South 
Carolina, priest states, “Working in 
school, family, and parish life, you 
experience time and again how co-
lossally stupid, destructive, and 
therefore sinful gossip can be. The 
reason gossip is stupid is because it 
almost invariably deals in half-
truths. A person gets one side of the 
story and one portion of the truth, 
then draws the wrong conclusion 
and tells another person. The lie be-
comes exaggerated and is spread 
further.” todayct.us/38ULhhz

Teacher-mentor Nancy Barile 
writes that teachers must be trust-
worthy in “9 Ways to Build Strong 
Teacher Relationships with Col-
leagues.” She recommends, “When 

you hear gossip, don’t participate. 
And never talk trash. It will always 
come back to bite you. Showing your 
colleagues that they can trust you is 
a fundamental step in building 
strong relationships with them.” 

todayct.us/2GJR11D

One anti-gossip remedy Fr. 
Longenecker offers is to give 
co-workers the benefit of the doubt. 
“Believe the best, not the worst. 
If you hear something bad about 
someone, imagine why they did that 
thing (if they really did) and what 
their good motivations might be.”

TEAM TEACHING 
OPENS uP CLIQuES
Principal Martin believes it’s the 
principal’s duty to maintain a friend-
ly environment for faculty and to be 
sensitive to the needs of the teach-
ers. “If you don’t take that seriously, 
then you’re never going to have a 
highly functional culture.” 

Lisa D’Souza, TCT editor-at- 
large and associate professor of ed-
ucation at Assumption College in 
Worcester, Massachusetts, agrees 
that the school principal sets the 
tone of the school culture, but she 
says that teachers also share in the 
responsibility. Each member of the 
faculty needs to ask, “Am I being 
welcoming to other teachers?” 

It takes effort to be inclusive 
because we get comfortable in our 
friend groups or teams. Dr. D’Souza 

Timeless advice on teacher relationships
In 1940, The University of Chicago Press published a study, polling 212 teachers 
and 165 schools about criteria for raising the bar on teacher-teacher relationships, 
called How May Teacher-Teacher Relationships Be Improved by Dewey A. Ganzel. 

The 147 teachers who anonymously answered the poll made suggestions 
comprising four categories: 1) respect for personality; 2) interchange of ideas and 
experiences; 3)  cooperation; and 4) criticism. 

1. RESPECT FOR PERSONALITY Follow 
Jesus’ Golden Rule: “Do unto others 
as you would have them do unto you.” 
Every teacher should be considered a 
craftsperson with rights and courtesies. 

2. INTERCHANGE OF IDEAS AND EXPE-
RIENCES Teacher-to-teacher relation-
ships show improvement when teach-
ers share ideas and talents, collaborate, 
and are willing to serve other teachers. 
If a teacher has a particular ability, such 
as a creative talent, utilizing it for the 
good of the school makes sense.

3. COOPERATION Of the four cate-
gories, cooperation received the most 
significant number of comments from 
the teachers polled. Two points made 

were that teachers should take an 
active interest in their peers’ work and 
that “jealousies and distrust among 
teachers should be avoided and mutual 
confidences built up.” 

Mutual respect between teachers is 
critical to a healthy school culture.

4. CRITICISM One comment about 
supporting fellow faculty especially 
stood out: A teacher shouldn’t allow a 
pupil to disparage another teacher in 
his or her presence.  

The 37 suggestions resulting from 
the poll are still relevant for today and 
would provide a suitable catalyst for 
discussion for a faculty retreat. 

todayct.us/2UeKILJ 

You can’t minimize the 
importance of shared 

meals and prayer.
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recommends cross-disciplinary or 
cross-grade team teaching as a way 
to break up cliques. Often cliques 
have formed either between teach-
ers who have been there the longest 
or teachers who work with a similar 
population or grade.

“When you suddenly create 
teams that have individuals working 
together who don’t typically work 
together, it can open up some of 
those cliques,” she explains. “I think 

teaming and committee work that’s 
different from your traditional can 
be super helpful. Middle schools do 
a great job at this.”

DIFFERENCES AND 
DISuNITY
Though Catholic-school teachers can 
bond through their shared faith, some 
differing preferences and opinions 
can cause division. Not all Catholics 
are cut from the same cloth. 

“Even in the Church right now, 
there can be considerable disunity,” 
Martin says.

The political climate can also 
disrupt faculty unity. Temperatures 
run high with the mention of the 
upcoming presidential election. 
Catholic faculty need to remem-
ber first and foremost that we are 
Catholics before we are Democrats 
or Republicans.  

“We have to keep in mind that 
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Show teachers they’re important 
Check out these six suggestions for honoring faculty members’ gifts and for encouraging bonding.

TEAM-BUILDING EXERCISE

The University of California’s Greater Good Science Center offers 
the antithesis of gossip with its team-building exercise “Behind 
Your Back.” 

1. This exercise can be done with the entire faculty. If the school 
is large, the teachers can divide into three or four small groups. 

2. One teacher turns his or her back on the group. For one minute, 
the rest of the faculty say complimentary things about the teacher 
— mentioning skills, positive traits, and accomplishments. 

3.  Repeat the process until each faculty member “hears their 
colleagues talking (positively) about them behind their back!” 

todayct.us/2uawDnH

RECOGNITION  Jennifer Gunn, a curriculum designer, 
teaching coach, and high school educator in New York 
City, recommends in her article “Wow-Factor Schools: 
8 Ways to Build an Awesome School Culture” that ad-
ministrators need to recognize their staff’s accomplish-

ments routinely. todayct.us/37NE1E3
She writes, “Dr. John Paul Sanchez, who received 

his EdD in Administrative Leadership in 2017, notes that 
‘There’s a science to the recognition of your teaching 
staff. [My] professor was very direct with me. He helped me 
understand that recognition for hard work cannot only be 
recognized by the principal. It must be part of a culture of 
recognition by all in the building. That was a pivotal point for 
me. I could literally see how fast the culture can change just 
by providing and nurturing a culture that creates change.’”

Recognizing teacher achievements and talents can be 
as simple as featuring their picture and accomplishment on a 
bulletin board displayed in a prominent place of honor, a door 
banner, a monthly newsletter write-up, or an awards program or 
scholarship for noteworthy contributions.

CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS   Make a point to celebrate all staff mem-
bers’ birthdays. Many schools have a PTO that would be willing 
to plan a treat honoring faculty and staff birthdays of the month. 
Don’t forget summer birthdays by including them in the last month 
of the school year. Faculty and staff could chip in for a $10 book-
store or coffee shop gift card, a box of candy, or bouquet of su-
permarket flowers. Small gestures of kindness help form bonds.

WELCOME NEW TEACHERS   Welcome new faculty with a gift 
basket of items teachers need, such as sticky notes, high-
lighters, different colored ink pens, lip balm, a sweet treat, 
and a teacher’s stamp.

Etsy.com shops offer many original stamps. Choose 
from dozens of custom stamps for classroom use. For 

example, this fun stamp can be personalized with the 
teacher’s name and a simple character drawing. 

 todayct.us/2uP44ME

TEACHER-LED PROFESSIONAL  

DEVELOPMENT

Capitalize on the gifts of fellow faculty by taking turns 
leading mini PD retreats. For example, if you have a 
teacher that has mad photography skills, have him or 
her prepare a PowerPoint on the dos and don’ts of com-
position, then pick a location to take photographs — with 
phones or cameras — putting what you learn in action. 

ART UNITES

Making art together is a great icebreaker. Why not have a 
faculty paint get-together? Paint nights are hugely popu-

lar, and many artists will offer you a package deal. 
Short on funds? Another option is to ask your PTO 

if they know of an artistically inclined parent who’d be 
willing to teach for free. This way, the only expense would be the 
art supplies and refreshments. 
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we’re part of a community that is 
greater than politics,” Martin says. 
“If your Catholicism is in the right 
place, then that should keep politics 
in its proper perspective.”

Dr. D’Souza, who studied history 
and social studies, adds that a teach-
er must model what it means to live 
in a democracy.

“The National Council for the 
Social Studies makes it very clear 
that we need to model open dis-
course. Every time we talk as teach-
ers either to our students or with 
one another, we’re part of this pro-
cess, and we need to model what it 
looks like to be respectful,” she 
stresses. todayct.us/2Upvi7x

The faculty won’t agree on every-
thing, and that’s all right. The key is to 
respectfully disagree without attack-
ing one another. Dr. D’Souza offers 
that it’s important to be open-mind-
ed and listen because the person you 
disagree with might share a perspec-
tive you hadn’t considered. 

“Teachers need to walk the walk 
and model constructive, civil dis-
course because schools and class-
rooms are microcosms of democra-
cy,” she says. 

TEACHER INPuT 
IS CRuCIAL 
For the faculty to feel like they are 
a part of the school culture, Dr. 
D’Souza recommends including 
them in decision-making. 

Dr. D’Souza has noticed that 
when new principals take over, fac-
ulty feel nervous. They worry about 
the school’s culture changing. 

“They’re afraid it’s going to be put 
on them,” she maintains. “People of-
ten struggle with large, fast changes. 
When we’re trying to build commu-
nity, we need to support all mem-
bers, but also do it in a way that’s 
slow and intentional.”

Dr. D’Souza says the bottom line 
is that human beings have a need to 
feel ownership, control, and per-
sonal investment. If they feel these 
three things, they’re far more likely 
to accept change and commit to it. 

“If we’re not investing in the 
faculty, it’s going to be difficult to 
change the culture of the school,” 
she points out. 

LORI HADACEK CHAPLIN is a senior 
writer and columnist for Catholic 

Digest magazine. Her articles appear 
regularly in Today’s Catholic Teacher, 
National Catholic Register, Celebrate 

Life magazine, and OSV Weekly. 
She lives in Idaho with her husband 

David and their four children.

Tag @CatholicTchrMag on 
Twitter with your ideas for 

fostering faculty unity.
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS FACE INCREASED CHALLENGES  to make a compelling case as to why a 
faith-based education is the way to go. Competition in the public sector or from charter schools, or families’ fi-
nancial necessity often wins the battle. Administrators must make tough decisions about the feasibility of keeping 
schools open, and as a result have had to rethink the Catholic-school model. While Catholic education has seen 
some development, the growth has not exceeded the decline. In 2018, 19 Catholic schools opened their doors, but 
93 consolidated or closed, with urban areas being the most heavily impacted. todayct.us/2S1G150 

While the reasons for closing 
Catholic schools often come down 
to finances and school choices, this 
hasn’t stopped the desire for families 
and parishes to keep the doors open. 

In fact, since the turn of this centu-
ry, administrators, teachers, parents, 
and the lay community have collab-
orated to find methods for more 
feasible and affordable alternatives. 

Catholic education has seen changes 
in management, financial plans, con-
solidation programs, and education-
al trends. These exciting new models 
offer hope for keeping Catholic ed-
ucation prosperous. TCT examined 
some approaches that have helped 
to create a positive change in the 
enrollment trend.

SCHOOL CONSORTIA
Many parishes have begun to ap-
proach the operation of schools 
with a corporate mindset. Merging 
or creating a Catholic-school con-
sortium is proving to be an effective P
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NEW CATHOLIC- 
SCHOOL MODELS

Creative, cooperative ways to increase enrollment
BY ANDREA BEAR

Enrollment by the numbers
It’s no secret that Catholic schools have declined in number in the last 60 years. 
Dioceses and schools have experienced dramatic decreases in enrollment, and 
many struggle to keep their doors open. From 1966 to 2014, the number of Catholic 
schools in the United States dropped from 13,292 to 6,568 — more than a 50 
percent decline. Urban areas such as New York and Los Angeles have seen the 
biggest impact, as inner-city Catholic schools have closed their doors in record 
numbers. todayct.us/2Ub2pvG
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Regina Caeli Academy (RCA) students meet twice a week on campus, using the same classical cur-
riculum the other three days at home.

A Seton Education Partners third-grade teacher from St. Francis de Sales School in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
helps a student with a math lesson. 

and efficient approach. Schools have 
sought to pull together resources in 
creative ways to reduce costs. Many 
schools have found it beneficial to 
use a business model, often includ-
ing a board of directors, private 
investors, and church outreach. 
Educational consulting companies 
often guide these schools through 
the process of change.

One such organization is Seton 
Education Partners. In 2009, co-
founders Stephanie Saroki de García 
and Ed Siderewicz observed the de-
cline of Catholic schools in urban ar-
eas. They believed that the presence 
and impact of Catholic education 
in these regions were far too im-
portant to let the schools slip away. 
Seton Education Partners primarily 
focuses on helping schools in urban 
areas do more than just survive; they 
help them thrive by preparing stu-
dents for the demands of 21st-cen-
tury technology in the workplace. 
Knowing that the needs in urban 
areas can be a financial barrier, they 
seek to achieve this goal with two 
different approaches. The first is the 

traditional Catholic school with the 
blended learning model; the second 
is the charter-school initiative. 

Blended learning.  In 2011, on the 
verge of closing and merging with 
another Catholic school, Mission 
Dolores Academy in San Francisco, 
California, decided to collaborate 
with Seton Education Partners to 
achieve a twofold goal. This provided 

Mission Dolores Academy with 
strong economic sustainability for 
the school to keep its doors open, 
and it also introduced a new educa-
tion model: blended learning. 

“Catholic schools transform 
into cutting-edge learning centers 
that help students build knowl-
edge, good character, and faith in 
an economically sustainable way,” 
comments Emily Gilbride, director 

“There are two big and seemingly un-
related trends in education. The first 
is hundreds of urban Catholic schools 
disappearing and leaving fewer good 
educational options for traditionally 
underserved children. The second is 
that technology — cheaper computer 
hardware and personalized soft-
ware — is starting to change the way 
students learn. Rather than simply 
let these two unconnected trends 
continue independently, one can be 
harnessed to reverse the other. Urban 
Catholic schools have a long tradition 
of providing personalized attention 
to the poor, and now technology can 
be used to both build on that tradition 
and help these schools thrive.” (Seton 
Education Partners)
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RCA students receive a classical style of education in the Catholic tradition.

of the Seton Blended Learning Network, who has ob-
served the benefits of this approach. “Blended learn-
ing allows the mix of Catholic education and mod-
ern-day technology to support 21st-century learning.” 

The blended learning program integrates technol-
ogy into the daily curriculum, but also provides da-
ta-driven feedback. Teachers utilize the software to 
identify pupils’ individual needs and can draw on the 
students’ skill level while also utilizing the results to 
promote the best hands-on learning in the classroom. 
Rather than whole-group differentiating, it provides 
individual support to each student. “Blended, when 
done properly, allows kids to feel engaged,” says 
Mission Dolores Academy Head of School Paul 
Recktenwald. MDASF.org

Seton Education Partners has now grown to more 
than 3,000 students in 13 schools in nine cities nation-
wide, including San Francisco, Philadelphia, Chicago, 
Dayton, and New York City. “At Mission Dolores, more 
than 80 percent of students are on a tuition voucher. 
This offers an opportunity for students in urban areas 
that might not otherwise have the opportunity to have 
Catholic education,” says Gilbride.

Charter school initiative.  Seton Education Partners 
recognizes that because state laws and economic means 
vary from state to state, not every school can function 
with the full-day Catholic school model employed at 
Mission Dolores Academy. Faced with the closure of 
more than 60 Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of 
New York, most of which served elementary-age stu-
dents living in poverty, Cardinal Timothy Dolan reached 
out to Seton Education Partners to create a new way to 
serve these students. 

Call 1-800-246-7390  
(Outside U.S. call 1-937-853-2343)  

Please refer to promotion code 52004FTC

Subscribe online at  
www.livingfaith.com
Bulk discounts available.
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faith in small, inspirational moments.
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Students at RCA enjoy two on-campus days per week to come together with others.

In the South Bronx, Brilla College 
Prep Charter School was launched 
as a secular school with virtue-paired 
learning and privately funded 
Catholic faith formation after school. 
The school runs with the values set 
forth in a Catholic-school model, 
and parents can choose to incorpo-
rate the extended day as part of their 
children’s religious formation. More 
than 90 percent of Brilla Charter 
School students are economically 
disadvantaged; English language 
learners make up one-third of the 
student body. BrillaSchools.org

HYBRID HOMESCHOOLING
For many families, even with finan-
cial assistance, Catholic education 
may not be feasible. And while we’d 
like to think that Catholic education 
looks identical in all schools, the re-
ality is it can vary depending on the 
diocese. These were concerns for Kari 
Beckman’s growing family of eight. 
She recognized her role as the prima-
ry educator to her children and wasn’t 
finding local programs that met her 
needs. These and other factors mo-
tivated her to found Regina Caeli 
Academy, an alternative option for 

families to authentically live out their 
Catholic faith. This homeschooling 
model provides a two-day in-class-
room Socratic learning environment 
and three-day at-home experience 
that is fully designed around Catholic 
curriculum. 

Beckman has merged the homes-
chool model with the nonprofit part-
nership model. Two half-days per 
week, students have in-classroom 
instruction with tutors, allowing 

them to integrate and come together 
with other families, while the schol-
ar’s own family remains the primary 
educator. Seventeen years later, this 
program has become so successful 
that other homeschooling families 
began seeking Beckman’s organiza-
tion. Regina Caeli now has 17 satel-
lite sites all over the country serv-
ing 1,275 students, and the program 
continues to expand. 
 RCAHybrid.org

OTHER CATHOLIC-
SCHOOL MODELS 
Many Catholic nonprofits have 
taken innovative strides to help 
with Catholic-school tuition costs 
and also meet the needs of today’s 
classroom. 

 ■ Fiat Catholic Schools. This San 
Diego, California, consortium con-
sists of 11 parishes assisting six 
Catholic schools with their finan-
cial needs. Fiat Catholic Schools has 
also implemented 21st-century ed-
ucational learning and runs STEM-
based programs in all its campuses.

FiatCatholicSchools.com 
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Socratic classes at RCA take 
into account many different 
learning styles.
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All RCA faculty members sign the Oath of Fidelity 
to the Magisterium.

 ■ Catholic Partnership Schools 
runs five schools in Camden, New 
Jersey. Similar to Seton Education 
Partners, their goal has been to keep 
Catholic education options in urban 
neighborhoods.
 CatholicPartnershipSchools.org

 ■ The Catholic Coalition for Spe-
cial Education (CCSE) in Wash-
ington, D.C., and Maryland, sup-
ports the creation and expansion of 
special education instruction and 
programs in Catholic schools. In 
addition, CCSE provides assistance 
to parents raising children with spe-
cial needs. CCSE-Maryland.org

 ■ Private organizations such as 
Philanthropy Roundtable offer 
philanthropic support to Catholic 
education by matching schools with 
private investors who are seeking to 
fund organizations that meet partic-
ular criteria.
 PhilanthropyRoundtable.org

HOPE FOR THE FuTuRE 
As many administrators can attest, 
there is no one-step solution to in-
creasing school enrollment, and the 
reality is that not all schools have 
the same purpose. But the common 

focus for all models has been mar-
keting. “Are you marketing your 
school as a Catholic school? Are 
you marketing [it] as an elementa-
ry school? Are you marketing [it] 
as a technology school? The main 
goal in achieving stability is that 
each teacher and administrator 
comes with a purpose,” observes 
Paul Recktenwald. “What helps us 
market and raise money is that we 
are here for a purpose. These kids 
deserve the same shot as any other 
kid.”  

ANDREA BEAR is a high-school teacher and 
Catholic writer and blogger. She serves on 

the Pre-AP world history and geography 
national faculty for the College Board.

Has your school discovered 
creative ways to increase 

enrollment? Tell us on Twitter 
@CatholicTchrMag.
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WHEN I WENT TO COLLEGE,  I had a clearly defined journey for becoming a theology teacher in my mind. 
But we all know what happens when we tell God our plans. God laughed and sent me down a different path. During 
my first semester, I changed my major to English/Secondary Education and eventually, along the way, I picked up 
a minor in theology. The majority of my theology classes were ethics courses, a longtime love of mine. As part of 
my English/Secondary Education degree, I was required to take a young adult literature (YAL) class. It was easy 
to bridge the gap between YAL and Catholic ethics, especially when reading books like The Hunger Games, The 
Book Thief, and The Giver. When I began student teaching, I started to casually apply Catholic ethics in my litera-
ture classes. It’s not too hard to find a lack of ethical reasoning in Shakespeare’s Macbeth or The Canterbury Tales. 

I soon found myself complete-
ly unable to read anything without 
searching for ethical undertones. 
Everything I read, from my re-
quired readings for classes to poet-
ry and literature I picked up on my 
own, somehow presented an ethical 

situation that needed clarification. 
This led me to believe that students 
should not go about reading litera-
ture, whether required for class or 
pleasure reading, without under-
standing the ethical implications of 
the story. I knew my students would 

be reading literature that presented 
a myriad of ethical situations, and 
they would need tools to understand 
whether or not the characters were 
making the right decisions and why.  

Across the United States, Cath-
olic secondary schools offer a se-P
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SOCIAL JUSTICE  
BY THE BOOK

Catholic social teaching in literature
BY REBECCA GUTHERMAN-CONTE
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Young adult literature 
is an excellent resource 

for teaching ethical 
lessons to teens.

lection of theology elective courses 
that follow the USCCB’s “Doctrinal 
Elements of a Curriculum Frame-
work for the Development of Cat-
echetical Materials for Young Peo-
ple of High School Age.”  

todayct.us/2UqbqiK 
Throughout these courses, 

themes of Catholic social teaching 
(CST) are addressed. The school at 
which I teach offers a senior elec-
tive course dedicated solely to CST. 
Each senior student is required to 
take two theology electives, and the 
majority of them opt to take an eth-
ics course. 

Based on a questionnaire I give 
my students at the beginning of the 
term, most of them choose to take 
the ethics class not only out of sheer 
curiosity but also in hopes that they 
are better prepared to enter a world 
full of ethical predicaments. My goal 
is that they leave the class able to at 
least dialogue with others of differ-
ing perspectives — and at best able 
to respond to the world through 
their actions.

As much as my heart pines for 
literature, I understand that be-
cause of their course loads, most 
of my students do not have much 
time for pleasure reading. Because 
of this knowledge, I bring a number 
of young adult (YA) books into the 
classroom, in addition to references 
to TV shows, movies, and even so-
cial media posts they may encounter. 

One of the first books I reference 
is one I found in the gift shop at the 
United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington, D.C. 
Between Shades of Gray by Ruta 
Sepetys was nominated for a number 

of literary awards, and the following 
line spoke so deeply to my soul that 
I knew I needed to read the novel. 

Have you ever wondered what a hu-
man life was worth? That morning, 
my baby brother’s was worth a pocket 
watch. 

Not only does this quotation 
quite honestly beg the question of 
the worth of human life, but the 
entire novel, based in Lithuania 
during World War II, offers con-
sistent ethical questioning of many 
CST themes. Throughout the book, 
the main character battles with her 
personal question of which lives 
are more valuable, more important. 
She eventually finds that every life is 
valuable, just as CST teaches. 

I also bring in books such as Third 
and Indiana by Steve Lopez and The 
Hate U Give by Angie Thomas when 
addressing topics of racism, redlin-
ing, prison injustice, crime, and vi-
olence. Third and Indiana focuses 
on a highly drug-trafficked corner 
in North Philadelphia, a place many 
of my students have at least driven 
through on their way downtown 
or to the Jersey Shore, and the im-
pact drugs and gang violence have 
on young people. The Hate U Give 
focuses on a black teenage girl who 
attempts to balance her life between 
the poor urban neighborhood where 
she lives and the affluent suburban 
prep school she attends; it’s a story 
line familiar to a number of students 
at my school. 

Of course, any number of books 
written from the perspective of a 

young teen during World War II 
would lend themselves to themes 
of dignity, one’s responsibility in 
protecting dignity, solidarity, and 
more. Two of my favorites, both 
by Elizabeth Wein, are Code Name 
Verity and Rose Under Fire, both of 
which have merited various young 
adult literature (YAL) awards, in-
cluding the Printz Honor Award. 

YAL often receives a lot of nega-
tive criticism because books may be 
written poorly, focused on relation-
ships that do not promote dignity 
or basic morals (especially when 
measured against Catholic moral 
standards), or labeled for the wrong 
age group. But because I have read 
a lot of YAL, whether for classes or 
simply because I like to read what 
my students may be reading, I have 
concluded that YAL is an excellent 
resource for teaching ethical lessons 
to teens — if it is vetted properly. 
YAL is a way for students to not only 
read stories familiar to them but also 
to begin or continue questioning the 
ethical predicaments they encounter 
in our world. YAL often addresses 
topics very real and close to the stu-
dents, topics that sometimes adults 
forget really matter. 

I hope that by the little reading 
students may do of my preferred YA 
novels, they will go on to borrow the 
books from my shelf and read them 
for themselves, or even better, go out 
and search for more books to suggest 
to me. Themes of CST constantly 
surround us, whether the themes are 
being projected positively through-
out literature or are calling to us 
from the injustice viewed on the 
news. Ethics are a part of our anthro-
pology, so naturally there are hints 
of ethics in the majority of what we 
read, watch, or listen to. I constantly 
look through an ethical lens and add 
to my repertoire of references for 

Tweet us at @CatholicTchrMag 
to share how you introduce 

CST in your classes. 
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teaching CST through TV, movies, 
and especially YAL. 

Sometimes YAL finds its place 
in my classroom when I read sec-
tions of novels to the students or 
have them listen to an audio read-
ing in connection to beginning a 
new theme in CST. Other times 
I assign sections of the novels to 
read as homework and then have 
the students evaluate the ethical 
situation: Would the end result be 
positively or negatively accepted by 
the Church? I have even used YAL 
to jump-start final projects in the 
class; either I assign a novel to read 
and use as a source for researching 
an ethical topic, or students have 
to find a novel that describes an 
assigned ethical dilemma. 

YAL reaches students where 
they are or gives them an exam-
ple of where their peers may be 
while also presenting to them 
various ethical scenarios that are 

very real in their day-to-day lives. 
If we, as educators, start by help-
ing students make smaller ethical 
decisions or allow them to wit-
ness the ethical decision-making 
by characters familiar to them, 
we lay a foundation on which 
they can build their knowledge of 
real-world ethical decision-mak-
ing. It is rare that YA books ad-
dress Catholicism, but if we sup-
plement the novels with doctrinal 
beliefs, the students would then be 
equipped with the tools they need 
to further make positive decisions 
in the real world. If students be-
gin contemplating ethics through 
literature, they may soon learn to 
ask, in every situation, “How much 
is a human life worth?” 

REBECCA GUTHERMAN-CONTE, MA, is a 
full-time campus minister and part-time 

theology teacher at Mount St. Joseph 
Academy in Flourtown, Pennsylvania.
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Book Title and Author Grade Level CST Themes Addressed

Between Shades of 
Gray, Ruta Sepetys

Freshman-Senior dignity of the human person, rights and responsibilities, solidarity, option for the poor 
and vulnerable, peace

Code Name Verity, 
Elizabeth Wein

Junior-Senior dignity of the human person, rights and responsibilities, solidarity, option for the poor 
and vulnerable, peace

The Girl Who Fell from 
the Sky, Heidi W. Durrow

Junior-Senior 
(Contains mature 
content)

dignity of the human person, option for the poor and vulnerable, rights and 
responsibilities

The Giver, Lois Lowry Freshman-Senior dignity of the human person, rights and responsibilities, solidarity, option for the poor 
and vulnerable, peace

The Hate U Give, Angie 
Thomas

Junior-Senior 
(Contains mature 
content)

dignity of the human person, solidarity, option for the poor and vulnerable, economic 
justice

The Hunger Games 
Trilogy, Suzanne Collins

Freshman-Senior dignity of the human person, rights and responsibilities, solidarity, option for the poor 
and vulnerable, role of government

Rose Under Fire, 
Elizabeth Wein

Junior-Senior Dignity of the human person, rights and responsibilities, solidarity, option for the poor 
and vulnerable, peace

Third and Indiana, Steve 
Lopez

Junior-Senior 
(Contains mature 
content)

dignity of the human person, solidarity, option for the poor and vulnerable, economic 
justice

The Liberty Trilogy, 
Theresa Linden

Junior-Senior dignity of the human person, rights and responsibilities, solidarity, option for the poor 
and vulnerable

Death Panels, Michelle 
Buckman

Freshman-Senior dignity of the human person, rights and responsibilities, solidarity, option for the poor 
and vulnerable

 SOCIAL JuSTICE BY THE BOOK  by Rebecca Gutherman-Conte 
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Name:  Anthony Lyen

School:   St. Daniel the Prophet 
School, Chicago, Illinois

Grade and subject you 

teach:   Sixth-grade social 
studies and religion

Tell us about your 

family:   I am an only 
child, but I’m very 
close with the rest of 
my family. We all live in 
the same neighborhood, and 
my mom, aunt, uncle, cousins, and I 
all went to St. Daniel’s! 

What was your favorite subject in 

school?   I always loved social studies 
and math, but as I got older, I really 
found my knack for writing as well.

Outside of school, what do you 

enjoy?   I’m an avid hockey fan. I 
sometimes make connections be-
tween hockey — especially my fa-
vorite team, the Chicago Blackhawks 
— and the lessons I teach. I also love 
meeting athletes and collecting au-
tographs from celebrities both past 
and present. I think it has a little bit 
to do with my love of history and 
the past. 

What have you always wanted to 

learn?   I was never good at science as 
a student. I’d love to be able to have a 
better grasp on that subject.

What’s your favorite holiday to 

celebrate at school?  This is prob-
ably cliché, but I love Christmastime 

at school. The atmosphere is just 
different. There’s a notable sense 
of excitement in the hallways, and 
of course, the students are thrilled 

for presents and the break. 
When Christmas is near, 

there’s a feeling of kind-
ness that radiates in 
everyone. One of the 
coolest things we do at 

St. Daniel the Prophet 
School is our yearly Toy 

Sharing Mass. Students from 
each family bring in a wrapped toy 

as a gift and present it at the altar. 
By the time all the students bring 
up their toys, there are hundreds of 
wrapped gifts on the altar. We do-
nate every toy on that altar to help 
families in need at 
Christmas. 

What about your 
students makes you 

proudest?  My stu-
dents love to learn, 
but they also love to 
connect with people. 

What do you like 
best about your 

school?  We have sev-
eral teachers and staff 
who are St. Daniel 
alumni. I think that’s a testament 
to the impact of our school in the 
community. People care about each 
other here, and we want to come 
back and serve our students and 
Christ. While we definitely have a 

reputation to uphold in terms of 
the quality of education students 
receive (we were named a National 
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 
in 2016) or the quality of our sports 
program, it’s the pride and care of 
our community that I find is the 
most valuable.

What’s your favorite classroom 

prayer?  Our school has been focus-
ing on the theme of “building the 
kingdom of God.” Every morning, 
we pray as an entire school a prayer 
to guide us: “Dear God, help us to-
day to build your kingdom through 
our words and actions.” If we want 
to build a community of selflessness, 
compassion, and love, we need to be 
able to do it through what we say and 

what we do. 

What are you read-

ing right now?   I 
Am Malala: The Girl 
Who Stood Up for 
Education and Was 
Shot by the Taliban by 
Malala Yousafzai and 
Christina Lamb.

How can we find 
you on the web/
social media?

SCHOOL WEBSITE:  

St. Daniel the Prophet School: 
StDan.net

FACEBOOK:  St. Daniel the Prophet 
School Facebook page: 

todayct.us/2QRDhbl 

MEET ANTHONY LYEN
One of many alumni on the faculty in a close-knit community school
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HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT  of leading your school through a large-scale change as an opportunity for 
grace? Immersed in details and challenges, we find ourselves consumed with details, emotions, and to-do lists. 
There never seems to be enough time for everything we want or need to do to ensure successful change. At the 
other end of the spectrum are those who want to dig in or avoid entering into school-wide change. Either of these 
conditions cloud our ability to realize the graces that can come with change.

Consumed and driven by this 
frenzy (or, in some cases, inertia), 
we often fail to appreciate the many 
graces and gifts that are available, 
though sometimes hidden, in the 
change process. What are the bless-
ings present in tumultuous times of 
change? How do we uncover them?

GO TO THE BALCONY
Step away from your daily demands 
and busyness to “go to the balcony.” 
Imagine taking the stairs to a higher 
place where you can see your school 
from a different perspective. As we 
remove ourselves from the emo-
tionally charged issues of the day, 
personal slights, petty grievances, 
and sparring personalities fade in 
importance. 

From this perspective, we can see 
our school community in an entirely 
new way and better appreciate the 
strengths of our school culture. We 
can see more clearly any threats to 
success. We are able to assess our 
progress and determine whether our 
school is really moving successfully 
through the change process.

The grace of seeing your school 
community in a fresh new way 
can lead to a stronger, more com-
mitted culture. The stronger your 

school culture becomes, the better 
equipped it will be to meet new 
changes in the future.

BE WHAT YOu ARE 
ASKING OTHERS TO BE
Change in any organization begins 
with personal change. Inside-out 
leadership is most effective in lead-
ing change. Always make an effort 
to be what you are asking others to 
be. Teachers, parents, students, and 
other partners will more readily fol-
low a leader who demonstrates the 
very values and practices he or she is 
asking of others. If you want people 
to listen to ideas with an open mind, 
take care to do so yourself. Inspire 
people by genuinely living the values 
you want to see practiced.

The grace that emerges here is 
that of identifying and developing 
the values and practices that are 
shared by your school community. 
These shared values and behaviors 
lead to increased trust in the lead-
er and between all members of the 
community.

BELIEVE IN YOuR VISION; 
BELIEVE IN YOuR PEOPLE
We believe in the power of faith. 
As a leader, always maintain strong 

faith in the vision you are pursuing. 
In times of turmoil and fear, people 
look to the leader and are encour-
aged by a leader’s unwavering belief 
in their shared vision. At the same 
time, it is critical for the leader to 
truly believe in the potential of every 
member of the school community 
to contribute to the shared vision. 
The leader is the head cheerleader 
during the change process — en-
couraging and inspiring others to 
become more engaged and take on 
increasing leadership responsibili-
ties in the community. By believing 
in others, we empower them to share 
more deeply and support more fully 
the changes we seek.

Grace emerges from this strong 
belief in the vision and in the peo-
ple. Things some never dreamed 
possible will emerge and surprise 
everyone. 

Times of change are not the first 
places we tend to look for grace. 
However, if we are open to accepting 
and embracing God’s generous grac-
es, we will find them everywhere — 
even in the midst of change! 

LOUISE “TONI” MOORE, PhD, is 
an educational consultant at 

the University of Dayton.

GO TO THE BALCONY!
Tips for embracing the grace of change

BY LOUISE “TONI” MOORE
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IN MY “TURNING LIFE INTO FICTION” WORKSHOPS,  I teach a three-step approach for fiction-
alizing real people, places, and events based on my own writing process. I’ve taught the steps to students in grades 
three through 12 in young author programs, summer writing camps, and school visit workshops, all with positive 
results. Even students who usually struggle with writing find the approach fun and engaging. I encourage you to 
use these steps to inspire your students’ creative writing.

THE ASSIGNMENT THAT 
INSPIRED MY FIRST NOVEL
My middle-grade novel Rosa, 
Sola is based on events from my 
childhood, but it’s a story I never 
intended to tell. Rosa, Sola grew 
out of a graduate-school writing 
assignment. My first mentor in the 
Vermont College MFA in Writing 

program was Newbery Honor-
winning author Marion Dane 
Bauer. When Marion critiqued the 
opening pages of the novel I started 
under her tutelage, she said the sto-
ry lacked an “emotional core.” Even 
though I knew what my characters 
were feeling, those feelings weren’t 
coming across on the page. 

Marion gave me the following 
assignment: Write a story about 
an event from my childhood that 
still evoked strong emotion in me, 
emotion I could “feel in my gut.” 
The exercise helped me not only 
tap into my childhood feelings, 
but also make those feelings clear 
to readers. IM
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INSPIRING CREATIVE 
WRITING 

A three-step process for turning life into fiction
BY CARMELA A. MARTINO
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We begin by 
brainstorming as a 

class: “What can we 
change in a true story 

to make it fiction?”

STEP 1. Brainstorming emotion-

filled memories

I spent several days brainstorming 
a list of possible events. I eventually 
chose one that happened in fourth 
grade. My mother, who was expect-
ing, went into labor early, just before 
my 10th birthday. Sadly, the baby 
was stillborn. Because of complica-
tions during the delivery, my mother 
nearly died, too. But no one told me 
that. The day she came home from 
the hospital, I was shocked by her 
appearance. Her skin was a ghost-
ly gray, and she could hardly walk. 
Fear clutched my heart — I thought 
my mother was going to die. When 
I replayed the scene in my mind 30 
years later, I could still feel that fear. 
It became the core emotion of the 
short story “Rosa’s Prayer,” which I 
later expanded into Rosa, Sola.

In my workshops, the first step, 
then, is to have students brainstorm 
their own lists of emotion-filled 
memories. With younger children 
(grades three through five), I intro-
duce this activity by asking, “What is 
emotion?” We list as many different 
emotions as we can, such as anger, 
fear, and excitement. 

I then explain, “Today you’re 
going to write a story about some-
thing that really happened to you. I 
want it to be an event that made you 
feel a strong emotion. Our first step 
will be to make a list of events you 
could write about.” If the students 
are young or we have limited time, 
I may “assign” an emotion. I’ve had 
good results assigning “fear.” Even 
reluctant writers seem to be able 
to easily brainstorm a list of times 
when they’ve felt afraid. With older 
students, I emphasize that they can 
write about any emotion; it doesn’t 
have to be a “negative” one.

Before the students begin brain-
storming, I instruct them to write 

quickly, using only enough words 
to identify the event. I share ex-
amples, too, such as “falling off a 
swing,” “a special birthday party,” 
or “losing my little brother at the 
mall.” I also reassure students that 
no one else will read their list or the 
story they’ll write later.

Finally, I explain that this will be a 
timed exercise. Using a timer creates 
pressure to get something on paper 
quickly. Paradoxically, it reassures 
students that the session will last a fi-
nite, relatively short time. Depending 
on the students’ ages, I typically allow 
two to five minutes for brainstorming 
the list of possible events.

STEP 2. Writing the first draft

I wrote the initial draft of what be-
came “Rosa’s Prayer” in first person, 
using real names and depicting 
events as they actually happened. To 
my surprise, I couldn’t remember 
many details. While I had a clear 
image of how my mother looked 

the day she came home from the 
hospital, I couldn’t recall what I’d 
been doing before she arrived or 
where my younger brother and 
sister were. I had to research my 
own life for the missing details. 
Although my mother lived for many 
years after my brother’s death, she 
was no longer around to help. My 
younger siblings remembered even 
less than I did. Luckily, as the oldest 
child, I had inherited all the fami-
ly photos and mementos. Looking 
through them not only helped me 
remember the details of our home 
but also triggered other memories. 
One of the mementos, a statue of 
the Madonna holding baby Jesus, 
had played a key role on the day of 
my brother’s funeral. Holding that 
statue again helped me recreate the 
scene in my mind.

Young writers typically don’t 
need to research their past for story 
details. However, it can help to give 
them time to refresh their memo-
ries. First, I have them read their list 
of events to themselves and choose 
one to write about. Then I ask the 
students to close their eyes and re-
play the event in their minds. “Try to 
remember the details: What did you 
see? Hear? Smell? Taste? Touch?” I 
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ask these questions slowly, then al-
low a few moments of silence.

Before they begin their draft, I 
instruct the students to write in first 
person and use the real names of 
people and places. I ask them to try 
to “show, not tell” by including dia-
logue and action. I also tell them not 
to worry about grammar or spelling. 
(We revise for mechanics later.) I set 
a timer for this writing session, too, 
usually five to 15 minutes. In most 
cases, this isn’t enough time to write 
a whole story. After taking a break 
to discuss how the writing went, we 
repeat the timed session to complete 
the draft or students finish it at home.

STEP 3. Fictionalizing the story

This is typically the students’ favor-
ite step. We begin by brainstorming 
as a class: “What can we change in 
a true story to make it fiction?” The 
list usually includes:

 ■ Character names, gender, ages, 
personalities;

 ■ Setting location, time period, 
season;

 ■ Events of the story, order of their 
occurrence; and

 ■ Specific details and elements, in-
cluding fantastical elements.

I then explain how changing 
character names and personali-
ties was crucial to my gaining the 
distance I needed to write about 
my own life experiences as fiction. 
When I revised my initial draft, I 
named my main character Rosa 
Bernardi and made her an only 
child who had prayed for a sibling. 
Rosa was the daughter of Italian 
immigrants, like me, but I gave her 
parents different occupations from 
mine and personalities that were 
composites of other people I knew. I 
also found photographs to represent 
the main characters in an Italian 

history book. The pictures helped 
me visualize these fictional charac-
ters as living, breathing people.

I also changed the sequence of 
events. I started the story earlier in 
time, so readers could see Ma the 
way she was before losing the baby 
and therefore better appreciate how 
much she changes afterward. I add-
ed new events, too. In her anger 
at God for letting her brother die, 
Rosa stops praying. But her fear af-
ter seeing her mother looking frail 
leads Rosa to kneel in prayer before 
a statue of the Madonna at the end 
of the short story.

I’ve found that using the option 
to add fantastical elements can 
be especially helpful for inspiring 
reluctant writers. As an example, I 
share how I might have done this 
with “Rosa’s Prayer” by making Ma’s 
illness the result of being poisoned 
by an evil alien. The plot could then 
focus on Rosa finding the poison’s 
antidote.

The only aspect I ask students 
not to change is the underlying 
emotion because, as I explain to 
them, including heartfelt emotion 
is key to making readers care.

After students have fictionalized 
their stories, they read them aloud 
in class. If time permits, we play a 
game where their classmates guess 
the emotion that inspired the story.

The three-step process I’ve pre-
sented here may not bring your 
students emotional healing, but I 
hope it helps inspire their creative 
writing. 

CARMELA A. MARTINO is an author, 
speaker, and writing teacher with an 

MFA in writing. Learn more about her 
books at CarmelaMartino.com.

Emotional  
autobiography

The process of fictionalizing emotion- 
laden life events is sometimes called 
“emotional autobiography,” a phrase 
I share with older students. I also ex-
plain how emotional autobiography 
can sometimes bring healing. I didn’t 
realize I’d never worked through the 
grief of my brother’s death until I was 
writing “Rosa’s Prayer.” When I started 
expanding the story into Rosa, Sola, I 
didn’t know how the novel would end. 
I knew only that I wanted it to be a sto-
ry of hope and healing rather than loss. 
As I mentioned earlier, I hadn’t intend-
ed to write Rosa, Sola. I believe God’s 
grace led me to do so and ultimately to 
find an ending that not only resolved 
Rosa’s grief, but mine too.

Try Carmela Martino’s writing 
process with your students, 
then tell us about it on Twitter: 

@CatholicTchrMag.
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OF ALL THE GIFTS A CHILD CAN RECEIVE  throughout their education and upbringing, a love of 
reading must rank pretty close to the top of the list. This gift offers not only an enjoyable way to pass many free 
hours, but mental, intellectual, and even emotional stimulation and development. Reading can provide enter-
tainment; it can be instructive; it can offer comfort and enlightenment. Independent reading is a child’s ticket to 
whole new worlds accessible only through the pages of books. 

I remember my own childhood 
and the happy companions I found 
in Winnie the Pooh, Ramona and 
Beezus, Laura Ingalls, and others. 
As I explored literature more deep-
ly in college, I was challenged by 
new ideas and belief systems and 
exposed to cultures and lifestyles I 
would likely never experience in my 
own life. 

The active process of reading a 
book, as opposed to watching a vid-
eo, can be a powerfully grounding 
experience. The nuances and layers 
of meaning found in good literature 
have the potential to expand our 

minds. The right book at the right 
time can be life-changing. Identi-
fying with a courageous 
character who overcomes 
seemingly insurmountable 
obstacles can inspire cour-
age in young and old alike.

STORIES HELP 
OPEN OuR EYES
Professor Alan Bloom, in 
The Closing of the American 
Mind (Simon and Schuster, 
1987), puts it this way:

The refinement of the mind’s eye that 
permits it to see the delicate distinc-

tions among men, among their deeds 
and their motives, and constitutes real 

taste, is impossible without 
the assistance of literature 
in the grand style. … It is a 
complex set of experiences 
that enables one to say so 
simply, “He is a Scrooge.” 
Without literature, no such 
observations are possible 
and the fine art of com-
parison is lost (pp. 61, 64).

How much we miss 
when we lack the rich-

ness of good literature in our lives! 
Reading purely for excitement 

and entertainment — for the joy of P
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RECOMMENDED READING
Encourage a balanced literary diet

BY ZRINKA PETERS
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it — can be a lot of fun, especially 
for elementary-level children. Not all 
reading has to offer a pointed lesson 
in morality or do the obvious “work” 
of education. 

Reading for fun is good, but be-
ing selective and reading well — at 
least sometimes — is better. The 
right story can offer not only enter-
tainment, but growth as well.

WHAT PARENTS WANT AND 
SCHOOLS CAN OFFER
Many parents wish their children 
would read more for fun, and they 
are happy just to know their child is 

reading, period. Scholastic.com, when 
asking parents what they most want-
ed their children to gain from reading 
for fun, listed these as 
their top five answers:  

1. To develop their 

language and vo-

cabulary skills

2. To use their 
imagination

3. To be successful 
at school

4. To be excited about reading

5. To spend time away from 
technology

While these are all positive goals, 
a good literature selection at the right 
time can do even more, especially in 
a Catholic-school setting, where a 
child’s faith is also being nurtured. 
Reading can inspire a stronger sense 
of morality, virtue, and heroism. It 
can inspire curiosity and promote 
a deeper and more knowledgeable 
worldview. Great stories can help 
children come to understand others 

as well as themselves 
better and come to 
grasp their identi-
ty within a greater 
social structure. 
Quality books of-
fer kids exposure to 
wild imaginations 
and an intimate 
glimpse into the 

hearts and lives of others beyond 
their own immediate families. Bar-
bie just cannot compete with Where 
the Wild Things Are, The Giving Tree, 
or Horton Hears a Who!

Teachers have the privileged op-
portunity to place engaging, stimu-
lating material into their students’ 
hands and expose youth to excel-
lence — regardless of genre. 

THE WHEAT AND CHAFF 
OF LITERATuRE
With Junie B. Jones, Geronimo Stil-
ton, Captain Underpants, Barbie 

Fairy Princess, and 
tween romance 
novels vying for 
kids’ attention, it’s 
important to bal-
ance that literary 
diet with richer 
offerings. Lighter 
selections can be 
great for enticing 

reluctant readers to turn more pag-
es, but their contribution to actual 
education is limited. Ideally, good 

Best-sellers and hidden treasures
Try these suggestions for age-appropriate reading selections for elementary-age 
students. See the resource list to find many more suggestions, along with reviews.

K-1: Frog and Toad are Friends, Arnold Lobel; Winnie the Pooh, A.A. Milne; Where 
the Wild Things Are, Maurice Sendak; The Clown of God, Tomie DePaola; The Giving 
Tree, Shel Silverstein; The Cat in the Hat, Dr. Seuss; The Very Hungry Caterpillar, Eric 
Carle; Last Stop on Market Street, Matt de la Peña; Maybe Something Beautiful, F. 
Isabel Campoy and Theresa Howell; Caps for Sale, Esphyr Slobodkina; The Mitten, 
Jan Brett; Madeline, Ludwig Bemelmans

Grades 2-3: Magic Tree House series, Mary Pope Osborne; The Magic 
School Bus series; Joanna Cole; The Velveteen Rabbit, Margery Williams; 
I Survived series, Lauren Tarshis; Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and 
Fantastic Mr. Fox, Roald Dahl; My Father’s Dragon, Ruth Stiles Gannett; 
American Girl Series, various authors; The King’s Equal, Katherine Paterson; 
Next Spring an Oriole, Gloria Whelan; Amelia Bedelia series, Peggy Parish; 
Harley, Star Livingstone; Young Cam Jansen series, David A. Adler

Grades 4-5: Little House on the Prairie series, Laura Ingalls Wilder; Ramona 
series, Beverly Cleary; Charlotte’s Web, E.B. White; Pinocchio, Carlo Collodi; 
The Wind in the Willows, Kenneth Grahame; Redwall series, Brian Jacques; The 
Green Ember series, S.D. Smith; The Kite Fighters, Linda Sue Park; The Bridge to 
Terabithia, Katherine Paterson; The Phantom Tollbooth, Norton Juster; Trixie Belden 
series, Julie Campbell 

Grades 6-8: The Hobbit, J.R.R. Tolkein; Anne of Green Gables series, L.M. 
Montgomery; Misty of Chincoteague, Marguerite Henry; The Chronicles of Narnia, 
C.S. Lewis; The Mysterious Benedict Society series, Trenton Lee Stewart; Anne 
Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl, Anne Frank; Counting by 7s, Holly Goldberg 
Sloan; The War That Saved My Life, Kimberly Brubaker Bradley; Banner in the Sky, 
James Ramsey Ullman; The Little Prince, Antoine de Saint-Exupéry; Will Wilder 
series, Raymond Arroyo
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literature will present an opportunity 
for growth to the reader, whether in-
tellectual, moral, or aesthetic. Great 
stories have the ability to present 
complex problems and moral dilem-
mas in such a way that the reader is 
challenged in his or her own feelings 
and viewpoints. 

Good stories may even contrib-
ute to helping a child’s social devel-
opment. Keith Oatley, a University 
of Toronto cognitive psychologist, 
observes: 

Far from being a means to escape the 
social world, reading stories can actu-
ally improve your social skills by help-
ing you better understand other hu-
man beings. The process of entering 
imagined worlds of fiction builds em-
pathy and improves your 
ability to take another 
person’s point of view. 

todayct.us/2W5j3y9

Good literature can 
be a valuable tool that 
allows kids to sort out 
their emotions and 
even develop emotional 
maturity, as stories al-
low them to experience 
their own reactions to 
a variety of situations 
they might never experience in 
real life. In the process they can get 
to know themselves 
better. Michelle Sul-
livan, a seventh-grade 
English teacher at St. 
Peter Catholic School 
in Forest Lake, Min-
nesota, describes one 
benefit students enjoy 
from reading quality 
literature: 

As they face life’s many 
challenges, they have a 
plethora of virtuous characters and re-
al-life situations to look back on and 
help them to make prudent and virtu-

ous decisions while building character 
along the way! I look to be sure the 
novel is age-appropriate, not only for 
reading level and vocabulary, but for 
connections to be made with the char-

acters and themes.

LITERATuRE 
FOR TEENS
Many of the books that 
land on typical high-
school English required 
reading lists, such 
as Hamlet, To 
Kill a Mocking-
bird, and Grapes 
of Wrath, offer 

good food for 
thought and the challenge of 
approaching more complex 

topics. But there 
are many great 
nonstandard op-
tions as well, such 
as C.S. Lewis’ 
Screwtape Letters or The 
Great Divorce, Tolkein’s 
The Hobbit, Brian Jacques’ 
Redwall, or Louis Sachar’s 
Holes. 

Reading choices at this 
level continue to be very 

important. Teens grappling with 
who they are and how they fit in 
to the world around them can find 

a good book to be a rich source of 
self-understanding. Gladys Hunt 
and Barbara Hampton note in Honey 
for a Teen’s Heart, “Good books help 
us shape and express our own feel-
ings; they also help us understand 
ourselves.” This book provides teach-
ers with a variety of options for teen 
readers.

Catholic middle and high 
schools, in particular, have the op-
portunity to assign stories that offer 

hope, resolution, 
and moral clarity 
in the face of life’s 
challenges rather 
than books that 
merely pose com-
plicated questions 
and problems with-
out answers. 

The opportunity 
to help open a child’s 
eyes to see and bet-
ter understand the 

world around them is an honor and 
responsibility. Great stories can be 
wonderfully useful tools on the jour-
ney. Happy reading!  

ZRINKA PETERS writes from Minnesota, 
where she lives with her husband and 

six children. Her work can be found in a 
variety of print and online publications.

Resources for teachers  
and school librarians 

Books
Honey for a Child’s 
Heart, Gladys Hunt

Honey for a Teen’s  
Heart, Gladys Hunt  
and Barbara  
Hampton

Tending the Heart of Virtue, 
Vigen Guroian

Online
Ignatius Book Club 

IgnatiusBookClub.com

Book lists at Common Sense Media 
todayct.us/2EgycCB

Read Brightly: raise kids who love to 
read ReadBrightly.com

More than 200,000 book reviews from 
experts at the American Library 
Association: BookListOnline.com

 RECOMMENDED READING by Zrinka Peters 
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STUDENT LESSONS 

Each Pflaum Gospel Weeklies 
lesson presents the Sunday Gospel 
using developmentally appropriate 
activities and stories. 1

EXPANDED TEACHING GUIDES
Simple, direct, and customized lesson 
plans link Gospel and doctrine—and 
apply both to a child’s lived experience.2

CATECHISM HANDBOOKS 
What the Church Believes and 
Teaches or Mi fe católica

The Catechism handbooks—one for 
each level of the program—contain all 

the most important Church teachings to reinforce, 
review, and summarize the lessons. 

3
THE METHOD
Each child’s lesson is based on the Gospel 
the Church proclaims on Sunday. Lessons 
connect the Gospel to the children’s lives  
and to the doctrine that springs from the 
Gospel message. Thirty-two doctrinal  
themes repeat each year. 

The Activity Books and the Catechism 
handbooks—What the Church Believes  
and Teaches (or the bilingual version  
Mi fe católica)—correlate to those themes.

SUPPORT FAMILY CATECHESIS
The Method: Centered on the Liturgy
Pflaum Gospel Weeklies works in a traditional 
classroom setting. But the lessons are also 
designed to be used at home, involving 
parents through a variety of family-friendly 
resources.

Support Mass Attendance
Every lesson is connected to the Sunday 
Liturgy. Even if families do not regularly 
attend Sunday Mass, they hear the Gospel 
through the lessons sent home each week.

The Pflaum Gospel Weeklies Faith Formation Program flows from Jesus’ 
teachings in the Sunday Gospels. Children learn their faith—including what 
we believe as Catholics, the liturgy and sacraments, morality, and prayer—
within the rhythms and seasons of the Liturgical Year.

THE BEST AND ONLY 
ALTERNATIVE TO BULKY, 
EXPENSIVE TEXTBOOKS

as low as

/student$13.45
And you receive 1 FREE 
teaching guide for each level 
with orders of 10 or more 
student copies ordered!

Bring the Gospel to 
life and bring life 

to the Gospel

In 
Conformity

Family
Friendly

English or 
Bilingual

EN SP

Liturgy
centered5 Levels

FULL BILINGUAL PROGRAM
Bilingual lessons available for all levels, 
Preschool – Grade 9 starting Fall 2020!

D
20

W
SBCall us TODAY for your FREE evaluation copies!

800-543-4383 or visit gospelweeklies.com

TCT_Summer20_PGW_2PageSpread.indd   All Pages 4/7/20   3:51 PM

https://www.pflaumweeklies.com/


MOTHER FRANCES XAVIER CABRINI  was the first United States citizen to become a saint. She was born 
in Italy in 1850, and she knew she wanted to become a nun. While she dreamed of going to China as a missionary, 
Pope Leo XIII advised her and her small group of religious sisters, called the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred 
Heart, to serve in the United States. Arriving in New York in 1909, Mother Cabrini opened orphanages, schools, 
and even a hospital, and later became a U.S. citizen.

A LIFE OF LOVE 
AND SERVICE

Praying with St. Frances Xavier Cabrini
BY JEAN GRANT

Mother Cabrini was canonized in 1946. We celebrate 
her feast day on November 13. Her example encourag-
es all people to respect, assist, and pray for immigrants. 
Some immigrants pray for her to intercede with God on 
their behalf. Many look to her for strength as they move 
toward a better life, learn a new language, and honor 
customs new and old. Even the Missionary Sisters of the 
Sacred Heart who follow in Mother Cabrini’s footsteps 

benefit from prayers to their founder as they learn new 
languages to help others.

As God calls us to love our neighbor, we can use 
Mother Cabrini’s example to help those in our own com-
munities, showing kindness and support to immigrants, 
children, and the sick. With your class, brainstorm ways 
you can help others and honor Mother Frances Xavier 
Cabrini’s legacy.

Use the guide below to determine which letter should go above each number provided. The first letter 
has been filled in as an example. ACTIVITY 1: Puzzle 

1=A 2=B 3=C  4=D 5=E 6=F 7=G 8=H 9=I 10=J 11=K 12=L 13=M 14=N 15=O 

16=P 17=Q 18=R 19=S 20=T 21=u 22=V 23=W 24=X 25=Y 26=Z
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Activity Pages

M  
13 15 20 8 5 18 6 18 1 14 3 5 19

 ,
24 1 22 9 5 18 3 1 2 18 9 14 9

16 1 20 18 15 14 5 19 19 15 6

  ,
9 13 13 9 7 18 1 14 20 19 16 18 1 25

.
6 15 18 21 19 1 12 12



ACTIVITY 2: Prayer Card 
Create and decorate a prayer card. Use the words from 
the word bank to help you write a prayer from your 
heart to tell Mother Cabrini your thoughts about her life 
and to ask for her help for today’s immigrants.

On the other side of the prayer card, there is a picture 
of Mother Cabrini. As a Missionary Sister of the Sacred 
Heart, Mother Frances Xavier Cabrini wore an outfit, 
called a habit, that was typical of a nun during her time. 
Her habit was black, with black stockings and shoes. Her 
veil was also black and tied in a bow under her chin. At 
her wrists, a white cuff edged the sleeves of her garment.

Cut out and color the prayer card, then fold on the 
dotted line and glue the two sides together. 

JEAN GRANT is a retired teacher 
from St. Charles, Missouri.

intercession

prayer

service

help others

foster children

share

immigrants

move

missionaries 

nuns

hospital

orphanage

school

travel

tutor

inclusive

encouraging

welcoming

accepting

offer 

learn new 
languages

people who 
are sick 

caring

Words you can include on your 
Activity 1 prayer card:

Dear Mother Frances Xavier Cabrini,
You were often rejected, and you under-

stood how to turn disappointment into 

courage and sacrifice. You added the 

name Xavier to your name in honor of St. 

Francis Xavier and his missionary work. 

I will honor you by incorporating more 

    

into my own life. I would like to pray for 

 . 

As we grow in God’s love, we must 

care for those around us who are less 

fortunate. I will try to help those who  

  

by praying for them and   

  

  

  

 . 

ANSWER KEY: When decoded, the message should read: Mother 

Frances Xavier Cabrini, patroness of immigrants, pray for us all.
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PERSONAL LEARNING 
NETWORKS FOR TEENS

9 simple strategies for summer growth
BY SR. PATRICIA M. MCCORMACK, IHM

IF I HAD KNOWN DURING MY MIDDLE SCHOOL YEARS  what I know now — or more precise-
ly, what I wish I knew now — I would have sought a variety of experiences, embraced differences, and exerted 
enthusiasm for topics that did not have particular appeal at the time. Everything you encounter can contribute 
to a mindset for lifelong learning. For instance, many middle-school students view algebra or geometry as an 
unnecessary torture. Not every student earns an A in the subject. But everyone can learn logical thinking or or-
ganizational skills that apply to many future life tasks.

Take advantage of opportunities 
to dabble in areas outside your com-
fort zone, either through hands-on 
experiences or vicariously through 
media. Explore opera. Did you 
know that six times a year, the New 
York Metropolitan Opera transmits 
a live performance in HD to movie 
theaters? Seek opportunities to work 
with animals, walk nature trails, view 
a planetarium show, tour museums, 
or study trees, birds, and botany. Be 
resourceful. Exposure to such things 
is often free. Check the weekender 
section of your newspaper, check out 
free museum passes from the library, 
or do an internet search of cultural 
events in your area.

Many teachers use summer va-
cation to develop Personal Learning 
Networks. PLNs are opportunities 

to learn from the ideas, questions, 
reflections, and references of other 
teachers worldwide. These interac-
tions are not limited to online inter-
actions, although that aspect does 
give spice to life!

Similarly, teenagers 
can benefit from the 
PLN concept. Ex-
pand it from being 
a summertime tool 
to becoming an 
all-seasons mindset. 
Approach all connec-
tions, practices, and 
subjects as opportunities 
that can activate brain cells. 
Connect with past knowledge, con-
tribute to future insights, improve 
your life, expand your horizons, and 
see things in a different light. Seek 
new connections that stretch you. 

9 (mostly free) WAYS 
TO STRETCH YOuR 
KNOWLEDGE THIS SuMMER

   ■ Browse a news magazine, an al-
phabetical section of a dictionary, or 
an encyclopedia.

   ■ Read an entire series of books.
   ■ Read a biography.

   ■ Watch a TV episode from Nation-
al Geographic, Planet Earth, Animal 
Planet, Discovery Channel, or TLC.

   ■ Explore religious life via the in-
ternet. Helpful websites include 

CloisteredLife.com, CMSWR.org, 
and VocationNetwork.org. 

   ■ Volunteer at a veter-
inary practice, day-
care facility, or a 
public library that 
offers “read along” 
sessions.
   ■ Serve as a teach-

er’s aide in a parish 
summer religious ed-

ucation program or vaca-
tion Bible school.

   ■ Hang out with the saints. Read a 
modern saint’s biography. YouTube, 
Formed.org (Augustine Institute), 
WordOnFire.org, and Netflix offer 
films about saints. Your parish re-
ligious education office may offer 
additional materials or subscribe to 
these resources.

   ■ Commit to a regular time of Eu-
charistic adoration.   

SR. PATRICIA M. MCCORMACK, IHM, 
EdD, is an international consultant 

and public speaker on issues of 
whole-person formation.

Middle-School Student Chat

✁

IMAGE: GIAMPORTONE/SHUTTERSTOCK 
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Start your PLN today
NAME A TOPIC  that interests you but 
about which you know little. What 
are three ways you could learn more 
about it?

COMPARE TOPICS  with others. Form 
a PLN with two or three peers. Plan to 
investigate one topic together.

http://CloisteredLife.com
http://CMSWR.org
http://VocationNetwork.org
http://Formed.org
http://WordOnFire.org


“An ounce of 
prevention is worth 

a pound of cure.”

HONE DECISION-
MAKING SKILLS
Clergy sexual abuse crisis, part 4 of 4
BY SR. PATRICIA M. MCCORMACK, IHM

ABUSIVE ADULTS, INCLUDING SEXUAL PREDATORS,  infect our society by using the weapons 
of secrecy, fear, isolation, and power to victimize the vulnerable. When an abuser holds a position of authority 
or admiration, it is easy for a child to think, “If HE/SHE says this is good, or right, or God’s will, then it must 
be.” “HE/SHE knows more about God than I do. I should trust.” “HE/SHE said that this was our secret. I can’t 
tell anyone.”

I agree with Benjamin Franklin’s 
advice: “An ounce of prevention 
is worth a pound of cure.” For all 
situations in life — good, bad, and 
indifferent — children need deci-
sion-making skills. Be proactive. 
Engage your child in ways to dis-
cern whether a choice is life-giving 
or life-blocking. Discuss scenarios 
from real-life dilemmas, TV dra-
mas, cartoons, or stories. Help your 
child to apply this four-step rubric 
for decision-making.

SCENARIO: A student is 
tempted to cheat on a test 
Step 1: Explore the situation 
honestly. 
Be objective. List the facts. Consider 
goals, alternatives, and obligations. 
Every choice has a plus and a minus; 
every action has consequences. How 
does this decision “fit” your obliga-
tions as a child of God, a member of 
your family, and the personal iden-
tity that you desire? 

Step 2: Seek advice from 
trusted sources of wisdom.

 ■ Consult Scripture, especially the 
teachings of Jesus. What advice 

emerges about cheating, dishonesty, 
and integrity?

 ■ Reflect on Church Tradition. What 
do the Seventh and Eighth Com-
mandments encourage? What would 
saints like Thomas More or Joan of 
Arc advise?

 ■ Talk to a trusted adult. Discuss 
your dilemma with someone with 
whom you can be honest, knowing 
that he or she will listen, keep your 
confidence (unless you or someone 
else are in danger), and offer you 
advice — but will leave you free to 
make your own decision. 

Step 3: Pray to know the will 
of God.
It is the will of God that you use 
your intellect and free will to make 
the best decisions. Try these five 
strategies: 

 ■ Name your motives. What is your 
reason for wanting to cheat?

 ■ Identify your values and priorities. 
Is cheating or lying typical for you?

 ■ Determine the “most helpful” or 
“least harmful” choice.

 ■ Ask: “What would Jesus do?”
 ■ Talk with Jesus about the decision.

Step 4: Mentally test the 
decision before acting on it. 
Imagine that you cheat on the test. 
Then apply one or all of the following 
to prove the worth of your decision. 

 ■ Role reversal — Be the teacher 
who discovers the fraud. 

 ■ Publicity — It becomes common 
knowledge that you cheated. 

 ■ The day after — Predict how you 
will feel about yourself the next day.

 ■ Generalizability — Suppose every 
student cheated?

“Sometimes you will never know 
the value of a moment until it be-
comes a memory,” Dr. Seuss ob-
served. Make choices today that cre-
ate satisfying memories tomorrow. 

SR. PATRICIA M. MCCORMACK, IHM, 

EdD, is an international consultant 
and public speaker on issues of 

whole-person formation.

✁
PSST … Parent & Student Support Tips
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DESPITE THE ADAGE TO THE CONTRARY, GOOD TEACHERS ARE MADE,  not born. We 
know there are many ways educators can improve their teaching skills. Two of these are participating in ongoing, 
job-embedded professional development and working in an environment that encourages teachers to be lifelong 
learners. 

These practices are bolstered by 
creating regular opportunities for 
educators to work collaboratively 
and also by making it possible for 
them to participate in individual-
ized professional development op-
portunities. But as every teacher also 
knows, traditional school schedules 
don’t naturally lend themselves well 
to supporting either of these strate-
gies. That doesn’t mean it’s impossi-
ble to find ways to collaborate and 
personalize educators’ learning, but 

it does require rethinking how to 
create environments where this can 
happen.  

PLCs VERSuS PLNs
One approach to supporting col-
laboration and personalized profes-
sional development is the formation 
of learning networks. These usually 
take one of two formats. The first is 
often called a Professional Learning 
Community (PLC), but it may also 
be referred to as a community of prac-

tice or collaborative learning commu-
nity. Leadership at the school creates 
these communities, assigning educa-
tors to groups charged with exploring 
specific topics related to improving 
professional practice or increasing 
student performance. PLC activi-
ties range from data analysis to joint 
planning, from professional reading 
groups to on-site training. These 
groups meet on a regular basis, but 
they may lose steam once stated goals 
have been met.

PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING NETWORKS

Supporting relevant professional growth
BY SUSAN BROOKS-YOUNG
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Communications for the Parish

Call 800-325-9414 promo code P20TCT  
or visit CreativeCommunications.com

Kit Code BPB20 • $14.99
Additional luggage tags and parent notes. Code BPF20 • $11.49

Kick off the new school year with a welcome-back 
event. Encourage and remind them that “In Christ, 
I Can!” Backpack Blessings provides all you need 
to host a 10-minute blessing service including 
instructions, script, children’s message, 10 luggage 
tags and 10 tear-off notes for parents. Use at back-
to-school night, community outreach school supply 
drive, chapel service or the first day of school.

Welcome Students Back

*Backpack and supplies not included.

The second type of learning 
network is called a Personal (or 
Professional) Learning Network 
(PLN), an informal community 
created voluntarily by an individual 
to fulfill personal interests or meet 
learning needs. Unlike PLCs, PLNs 
give organizers autonomy to identi-
fy the network’s purpose and com-
position, along with determining 
how and when it is used. 

The challenge with PLCs is that 
they are top-down by nature and can 
leave teachers feeling that the group’s 
goals aren’t necessarily aligned well 
with their particular professional 
needs. PLNs, on the other hand, 
are more fully embraced because 
they offer teachers independence in 
identifying needs and strategies for 
meeting their professional growth 
goals. Teachers who are creating 
PLNs often ask three questions:

 ■ How do I build a network?

 ■ How do I organize and use the 
network?

 ■ What online tools can I use to 
facilitate communication?

Here are some suggestions for 
creating and implementing a PLN.

BuILDING A PLN
PLNs are composed of people, orga-
nizations, and resources. The people 
can represent a wide-ranging group. 
They may be fellow educators who 
work with the PLN organizer, teach-
ers the organizer met at a conference 
or other professional gathering, 
friends and family members who 
share related interests, or even peo-
ple the organizer has “met” online 
but not face-to-face. Membership 
in a PLN is fluid, depending on the 
organizer’s needs at the time. For 

example, a new teacher may initially 
turn to a respected college professor 
for advice as their career launches, 
but then shift to a teacher at their 
school to meet the same need once 
they get to know some staff mem-
bers. Similarly, an educator who 
needs to learn a specific technology 
skill might include in their PLN a 
friend who isn’t a teacher but who 
has expertise in that area and is will-
ing to offer advice from time to time.

There are also a variety of options 
for organizations a person might 
want to include in their PLN. For 
example, an art teacher might join 

Membership in a PLN 
is fluid, depending 
on the organizer’s 
needs at the time.
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Build your online PLN
Explore these tried-and-true online tools to support your PLN: 

LinkedIn: Establish an online PLN. Free 
and paid account options are available. 

LinkedIn.com

EdWeb: Connect with educators to 
share information and create communi-
ties. Free. EdWeb.net

Zoom: Host online meetings and 
webinars with members of your PLN. 
Free and paid accounts. Zoom.us

The Educator’s PLN: A free, existing PLN 
for educators with 20,000-plus 

members todayct.us/2S3ugeq

Twitter: Free microblogging social 
network Twitter.com

Use Twitter for PD:

#CatholicEdChat: Professional 
Development via Twitter 

todayct.us/31dYqj9

Twitter for Catholic Teachers:  
A Follower’s Guide 

todayct.us/36RKOeY

a local crafters group to gather new 
project ideas. A computer science 
teacher may look to organizations 
such as the International Society for 
Technology in Education (ISTE) or 
the Association for the Advancement 
of Artificial Intelligence (AAAI) as 
well as local user groups to stay up-
to-date on advances in their field. 

In addition, professional groups 
such as the National Catholic 
Educational Association (NCEA), 
the National Council of Teachers 
of Mathematics (NCTM), or the 
International Literacy Association 
(ILA) provide professional support 
to educators who work in specif-
ic kinds of schools or specialize in 

certain content areas. Support from 
organizations can include confer-
ences, workshops, classes, local af-
filiate meetings, publications, and 
much more.

The last element of PLNs — re-
sources — also takes many forms. 
Some are interactive and some are 
not, but nearly all are enhanced 
by using digital communication. 
Professional reading such as books, 
periodicals, blogs, listservs, and other 
formats are a source of information 
for educators. Online video chan-
nels, podcasts, courses, and webi-
nars are additional examples, as are 
interactive social media tools such 
as Twitter, LinkedIn, or edWeb. As 
is the case with the people who are 
part of an individual’s PLN, organi-
zations and resources included will 
change over time depending on the 
PLN organizer’s specific needs in a 
given season.

Technology in the Classroom

45  SuMMER 2020 ■ VOLuME 53, NuMBER 4

https://www.linkedin.com/
http://EdWeb.net
http://Zoom.us
http://todayct.us/2S3ugeq
http://Twitter.com
http://todayct.us/31dYqj9
http://todayct.us/36RKOeY


ORGANIZING AND uSING A PLN
The idea of a PLN is inviting, but how does one orga-
nize a PLN of their own and then make best use of the 
people, organizations, and resources they include? Some 
educators take a very casual, organic approach, allow-
ing the PLN to grow and contract at will. Teachers who 
prefer a more formal approach can begin by creating 
a diagram using a graphic organizer to visually depict 
their personal interests and the things they want or need 
to learn over the next few months. 

Perhaps the educator wishes to explore strategies 
for personalizing student learning or learn about ways 
artificial intelligence is being used in K–8 classrooms. 
The first step is to list the people and organizations the 
educator currently relies on and might continue to use 
to support new and ongoing interests and needs. Who 
are the people the organizer learns from best? What 
organizations do they turn to when they need to learn 
something? Do they belong to any clubs, civic groups, 
professional organizations, user groups, or other associ-
ations? Add those colleagues, friends, family members, 
and organizations to the graphic organizer next to the 
interests or needs they might be able to support.

What resources does the organizer prefer to use 
when learning something? Is the organizer a reader, a 
viewer, or a listener? Would they rather visit a phys-
ical space such as a library or museum, or are they 

SAY YES 
TO THESE 
INFORMATIVE 
AND INSPIRING 
NEW RESOURCES

32 PAGES | $3.95* 
ORDER 854788

32 PAGES | $2.95* 
ORDER 854795

96 PAGES | $12.95 
ORDER 854641

32 PAGES | $3.95* 
ORDER 854368

 * B U L K  P R I C I N G  AVA I L A B L E

TO ORDER CALL 1-800-321-0411
OR VISIT WWW.23RDPUBLICATIONS.COM

FOR TEACHERS AND CATECHISTS

FOR TEENS IN CONFIRMATION PREP AND THEIR PARENTS

TCTTHTFA

http://www.twentythirdpublications.com/


Actual implementation 
of a PLN is an informal, 
personalized process.
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Related Resources on CatholicTeacher.com
Professional Development Guide 

todayct.us/2WYqDe3

Knowing and Praying with the Gospels: 
The Catholic-School Teacher’s Best 
Professional Development 

todayct.us/2QNjb1c

5 Alternatives to Traditional Professional 
Development for K-12 
Professionals todayct.us/2UnB5tz

Sharpening Our Goals 
todayct.us/2QQqZPL

Summer Must-Reads for Teachers 
todayct.us/2WOUoOm

Mission-Centered Mentoring 
todayct.us/2QJW6N1

With the Hands: Organizational 
Leadership todayct.us/2QOm2qQ

comfortable as an armchair scholar? 
Do they prefer to work on their own 
or in collaboration with others? Are 
they comfortable working online, 
offline, or both? What social media 
and other online tools do they use? 
List these resources and add them to 
the graphic organizer in the appro-
priate spots.

Once people, organizations, and 
resources have been added, it should 
be easy to spot gaps in the existing 
network, making it easier for the 
organizer to seek out additional 
people, organizations, or resources 
they’d like to learn from and then 
strategize how to connect with these 
new sources. 

Actual implementation of a PLN 
is an informal, personalized process. 
The organizer with specific goals in 
mind may want to tap into people 
in their network face-to-face, via a 
social media group, or through a 
focused listserv. An organization 
might be hosting a conference, 
workshop, or webinar that promis-
es to provide information needed to 
meet a goal. They can also reach out 
to educators with similar interests 
using an online tool such as Twitter 

or LinkedIn to post questions or en-
gage in ongoing conversations. The 
possibilities are limited only by the 
organizer’s imagination.

SHARE THE BENEFITS
In addition to being sources of infor-
mation, a PLN can provide a vehicle 
for sharing information. Online tools 
make this especially possible. Start a 
blog, create an online special inter-
est group, or join an existing online 
education network that supports 
collaboration (see the sidebar for 
ideas). Web-based communication 
tools make it possible for educators 
to reach out to individuals with sim-
ilar interests around the globe.

PLN organizers typically spend 
about 20 minutes daily communi-
cating with members of their net-
work or availing themselves of re-
sources they can read, listen to, or 
watch. Remember that a PLN is as 
good as its organizer. To take full 
advantage of the network, it’s nec-
essary to be an active participant.

PLNs offer informal ways for 
educators to grow personally and 
professionally on their own terms. 
Having the flexibility to set their 
own course and the ability to shift 
direction midstream offer educa-
tors a level of autonomy they often 
don’t have in other work situations. 
PLNs are not a substitute for formal 
professional development activities, 
but they fill the gap between what 
educators may need to know versus 
what they want to learn. 

SUSAN BROOKS-YOUNG, a former 
Catholic-school teacher, spent 23 

years as a teacher and administrator. 
She now works as a professional 

consultant and author. She is co-author 
of Pathways to Well-Being: Helping 

Educators (and Others) Find Balance 
in a Connected World (ISTE 2019). 
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LEADER: O, loving God, we thank 
you for the gift of St. Frances Xavier 
Cabrini. Our world has always 
needed the direction and love of 
people like Mother Cabrini. She 
selflessly accepted her mission and 
offered her work as a religious sister 
as a sacrifice for the poor, orphans, 
and immigrants. She didn’t ask for 
the world. She offered herself for the 
good of those in an already hurting 
world.

ALL: St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, pa-
troness of immigrants, pray for us. 

READER 1: Mother Cabrini’s ded-
ication to the missions began at a 
very young age. She wanted to go to 
China, and she wanted to join two 
religious orders. Both ideas were re-
jected by the pope.

ALL: St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, pa-
troness of immigrants, pray for us.

READER 2: In 1880, Mother Cabrini 
formed her own missionary reli-
gious order, the Missionaries of the 
Sacred Heart, to run schools and 
orphanages for the poor. More than 
50,000 immigrants in New York City 
were unchurched, uneducated, and 
starving. The challenge was as great 
as the possible reward.

ALL: St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, pa-
troness of immigrants, pray for us.

READER 1: Mother Cabrini extolled 
the virtues of looking forward to 
your glory in heaven. Don’t look 
back but rather keep an “eternal 
perspective.” Do not pray that your 
time be shortened, because there 
is no way to determine the infinite 
value of every minute we use for the 
glory of God.

ALL: St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, pa-
troness of immigrants, pray for us.

READER 2: By 1917, 1,500 women 
were working as Missionaries of 
the Sacred Heart in eight countries. 
There were 67 houses with sisters 
devoted to education, nursing, and 
the care of orphans. This was well 
beyond Mother Cabrini’s original 
goal of aiding the Italian immigrants 
where she lived.

ALL: St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, pa-
troness of immigrants, pray for us.

LEADER: St. Frances Xavier Cabrini 
prayed, “Lord, you are the one who 
acts. I am not even an instrument in 
your hands, as others say. You alone 
are the one who does all, and I am 
nothing more than a spectator of the 
great and wonderful works that you 
know how to accomplish.” 

JEAN GRANT is a retired teacher 
from St. Charles, Missouri.

Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, Hall 
of American Saints, Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception; Theodore Barbarossa, 
sculptor (1971)
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SHELF STOCKERS
Everyone belongs

In cooperation with the United 
States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops (USCCB), Loyola Press 
released Everyone Belongs, a picture 
book for grades K-5 inspired by the 
USCCB statement “Open Wide Our 
Hearts: The Enduring Call to Love, 
a Pastoral Letter Against Racism.” 
The book examines racism in light 
of an act of vandalism that affects 
two boys, their families, and their 
community. In tandem with the 
book, free lesson plans and activities 
for grades K-5 are offered.  

bit.ly/2RVXbku 

Books for littles
A Little Catholic’s Guide to Litur-
gical Colors by Theresa Kiser is 

available from Holy Heroes. The 
board book, best suited for toddlers 
and preschoolers, is a vibrant and 
simple rhyming explanation of the 

liturgical seasons and the colors as-
sociated with them. Children will 
learn where to find these special col-
ors at Mass and understand what 
they signify. 

Pauline Kids has added Jesus: 
Savior of the World to its series 

of board books about the mem-
bers of the Holy Family. The brightly 
illustrated, sturdy book by Marlyn 
Evangelina Monge, FSP, introduces 
children to Jesus’ life, ministry, and 
love for every person. 

Growth mindset
In Made for Greatness: A Growth 
Mindset Journal for Courageous 

Catholic Youth, Ginny Kochis guides 
the reader through each of the Car-
dinal and Theological Virtues. 
Scripture passages, saint stories, and 
inspiration help students in grades 
three and up to live a life of growth 
and virtue, conquer fears, and dis-
cover role models. With plenty of 
prompts for thought, reflection, and 
prayer, the journal can be used by 
individuals or classrooms. 

Caring for Earth
Inspired by passages from Pope 
Francis’ Laudato Si’, Sister Mary 

Elizabeth Clark, SSJ, has authored 
Teaching Kids to Care for God’s Cre-
ation: Reflections, Activities & 
Prayers for Catechists & Families, 
available from Twenty-Third Publi-
cations. Reflection prayers in each 

lesson connect practical actions to 
the Gospel and help children to de-
velop a deeper awareness of God’s 
creation.

A saint story
The Attic Saint by Tim Drake is 
the story of one boy’s discovery 

of an icon of St. Ambrose in the attic 
of his new home and how it enriches 
his family’s life. The short, illustrat-
ed book is suitable for young readers 
or for use as a classroom read-aloud. 
Available from Emmaus Road 
Publishing.

Guiding gifted kids
Gifted Education and Gifted Stu-
dents: A Guide for Inservice and 

Preservice Teachers by Kelly C. 
Margot, PhD, and Jacque Melin 
frames each chapter of this concise 
guide with a driving question and 
learning targets related to topics 

SUMMER SENSATIONS
Books and online resources for you and your students

BY CAROLYN ASTFALK
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such key philosophies, models, ed-
ucational factors, and characteris-
tics of advanced learners aimed at 
helping teachers meet the needs of 
gifted students. Available from Pru-
frock Press

The same publisher offers What 
to Expect When You’re Expected 

to Teach Gifted Students: A Guide 
to the Celebrations, Surprises, Quirks, 
and Questions in Your First Year 
Teaching Gifted Learners. Author 
Kari Lockhart employs a read-
er-friendly style to address topics 
often encountered by teachers new 
to the field of gifted education. 
Lockhart covers choosing curricular 
materials, working with families, 
advocating for advanced program-
ming, continued professional learn-
ing, and more. 

BEYOND BOOKS

Catholic Brain growth
Catholic Brain has grown and 
expanded, as evidenced by the 

plethora of resources now avail-
able to subscribers to its three mod-
els: school and parish, classroom, 
and families and homeschools.

The Catholic faith formation 
platform designed for pre-kinder-
garten through eighth grades can 
be used on tablets, Chromebooks, 
and a classroom smartboard. It 

now boasts the full endorsement of 
Bishop Ronald Gainer (Diocese of 
Harrisburg), and its Adventure Cat-
echism series has been endorsed by 
well-known patristics author Mike 
Aquilina.

The Adventure Catechism is ide-
al for kindergarten through third 
grade and includes videos, les-
son plans, quizzes, printables, and 
other activities. Pillars of the Faith 
resources, including videos and 
quizzes, are tailored to children in 
grades three to five and six to eight. 

The platform includes a search-
able Bible (RSVCE) and soon the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church.

It comprises more than 1,200 
videos, including multiple video 
series such as Heroes of the Faith, 
CCC videos, and the Brother Francis 
series and more than 200 Old Tes-
tament videos and 365 daily New 
Testament videos.

Features include printable quiz-
zes, videos of the day, daily reflec-
tions, audio narration, a Catholic 
dictionary, sacrament-specific re-
sources for First Commu- nion 
and Confirmation, prayers, 
songs, and much more. 
Daily activities include the 
day’s Scripture readings, a 
video, saint of the day, and 
an accompanying quiz.

From the adminis-
tration portal, users can 
manage an entire faith 
formation program by 
creating classes, lesson 
plans, and schedules and 
accessing resources for 
teachers, catechists, and 
students.

A teacher app pro-
vides resources for class-
room management in 
schools or religious 
education programs, 

including messaging capabilities, 
student attendance, and class sched-
ule. A student app is in the works.

New content is added to the 
platform monthly. To start a free 
trial or learn about pricing, visit 
CatholicBrain.com.

New year needs
Make your classroom ready for 
the new liturgical year with The 

Year of Our Lord 2020/2021 Liturgi-
cal Calendar. The 16 x 22-in. poster 
has both an English and Spanish 
side and a complete guide in both 
languages. It provides an attractive 
and effective overview of the entire 
year with proper liturgical colors, 
call-outs for holy days, easy refer-
ence to the Sunday Gospels for all 
52 Sundays plus Christmas, and an 
inspirational illustration from the 
Gospel of Mark. Preorder from 
BayardFaithResources.com. 

CAROLYN ASTFALK is a contemporary 
Catholic novelist, blogger, contributor to 

CatholicMom.com, and mother of four 
Catholic-school students ranging from first 

grade to high school.
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there was a dead calm. 
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This new set of children’s books has been adapted 
for use with older children preparing for the First 

Sacraments as well as RCIA, Adapted for Children. 

BOOKS TO LEARN AND  
CELEBRATE THE FAITH!

The Sacrament of Baptism: 
Becoming Part of God’s 
Family! 

64 pages 
#HTP-6301

The Sacrament of Eucharist: 
Celebrating the Gift of Jesus!

 64 pages 
#HTP-6303

Feasts of the Church Year: 
Celebrating Our Faith 
Together! 

64 pages 
#HTP-6304

ALL BOOKS ARE $9.95 AND 6⅛" X 5¾" 
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE.

$33.85  
#HTP-6305

SET OF ALL
4 BOOKLETS

Each book’s content offers an overview 
of a sacrament while the Liturgical 
Year title helps children learn about the 
Church’s feasts and seasons. 

Feasts of the Church Year
 CELEBRATING OUR FAITH TOGETHER!

The Sacrament of Baptism
       BECOMING PART 
             OF GOD’S FAMILY!

The Sacrament of Eucharist
    CELEBRATING THE GIFT 
                      OF JESUS!

For ages 
9-12

72 pages   #HTP-6302

TCT_Summer20_PPG_SacPrep_Paris_Books.indd   1 4/9/20   10:16 AM

http://cart.pflaum.com/home.php


MAKE EVERY MONTH PRAYERFUL

Month dedicated to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Wear a Miraculous Medal or brown scapular.

6: Transfiguration of the Lord

15: Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

22: Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary

24: St. Bartholomew, Apostle

27: St. Monica

Month dedicated to 
the Holy Family
Each day, pray especially for one 
or two of your students’ families.

2: The Presentation of the Lord

8: St. Josephine Bakhita

11: Our Lady of Lourdes

17: Ash Wednesday

22: Chair of St. Peter the Apostle

Month dedicated to Our Lady
Participate in a May Crowning with the 
whole school or in your classroom.

1: St. Joseph the Worker

3: Sts. Philip and James, Apostles

13:  The Ascension of the Lord 
(check with your local diocese  
for date of celebration)

15: St. Isidore

23: Pentecost

You’ve heard that May is “Mary’s Month” and October is dedicated to  

the Rosary, but what does the Church honor at other times of the year? 

Our calendar will help you keep track of the special devotions 

connected to each month of the year. Try these suggested 

activities as you celebrate each month.

Month dedicated  
to the Holy Souls
Pray each day for  
the Holy Souls  
in Purgatory.

1: Feast of All Saints

2: All Souls’ Day

13:  St. Frances 
Xavier Cabrini

17:  St. Elizabeth of  
Hungary

30:  St. Andrew,  
Apostle

Month dedicated to  
the Divine Infancy
Collect donations for a crisis  
pregnancy center.

7: St. Ambrose

8:  Immaculate Conception  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

12: Our Lady of Guadalupe

25: Christmas

26: St. Stephen

28: The Holy Innocents

Month dedicated to the 
Most Holy Name of Jesus
Bless your classroom  
for the Epiphany.

1:  Solemnity of Mary,  
Mother of God

3:  The Epiphany  
of the Lord

6: Saint André Bessette

24: St. Francis de Sales

28: St. Thomas Aquinas

31: St. John Bosco

Month dedicated to St. Joseph
Make a St. Joseph altar in your classroom 
and collect donations for a food pantry.

3: St. Katharine Drexel

17: St. Patrick

19: St. Joseph

25:  The Annunciation  
of the Lord

Month dedicated to 
the Holy Eucharist
Attend Eucharistic Adoration with your class.

1: Holy Thursday

2: Good Friday

4: Easter

11: Divine Mercy Sunday

21: St. Anselm

29: St. Catherine of Siena

Month dedicated to 
the Sacred Heart
Add an image of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus to your prayer space.

6:  The Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ

11: Sacred Heart of Jesus

12: Immaculate Heart of Mary

21: St. Aloysius Gonzaga

24:  The Nativity of  
St. John the Baptist

29: Sts. Peter and Paul

Month dedicated 
to the Most 
Precious Blood 
of Jesus
Take part in a blood 
drive this summer.

3: St. Thomas, Apostle

5:  St. Elizabeth of 
Portugal

25:  St. James the Greater, 
Apostle

26:  Sts. Joachim  
and Anne

29: St. Martha

31: St. Ignatius of Loyola
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SEPTEMBER

Month dedicated to Our 
Lady of Sorrows
Pray the Chaplet of the Seven Sorrows of Mary.

8: Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

14: Exaltation of the Holy Cross

15: Our Lady of Sorrows

17: St. Robert Bellarmine

21: St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist

29:  Sts. Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, Archangels
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30 31 Month dedicated to 
the Most Holy Rosary
Pray the Rosary with your class: 
at least a decade each day.

1: St. Thérèse of Lisieux

2: The Holy Guardian Angels

7: Our Lady of the Rosary

19:  Sts. Isaac Jogues and John 
de Brébeuf

22: St. John Paul II
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WHY TEACH IN 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL?

Our readers respond
WE ASKED READERS:  Catholic schools currently face challenges caused by the abuse scandals in the Church. 
Why do you remain teaching at a Catholic school? We were struck by the faith, hope, and commitment that came 
through in the answers we received.

Any challenges that come  because 
of the abuse scandals in the Church 
inspire those of us working in our 
schools to give a different kind of 
witness to the people we serve.

Donna Reifsnyder, kindergarten 
teacher, St. Genevieve School, 

Flourtown, Pennsylvania

Families are incredibly distracted  
and in need of feeling God’s love and 
presence. In teaching at a Catholic 
school, I am able to share my faith 
experiences with parents in the hope 
they will come to value their role as 
their child’s first educator and recog-
nize the importance of keeping Jesus 
at the center of their lives.

Ann Lachowitzer, principal, St. Charles 
Borromeo Academy, Kansas City, Missouri

The scandals are horrific,  but these 
individuals committing these hei-
nous crimes are humans who sin. I 
remain faithful to the beliefs of the 
Catholic Church.

Erin M. Cataldo, K-8 librarian, St. Vincent 
de Paul School, Elkhart, Indiana

Not only do I teach  in a Catholic 
school, but I also sent my five chil-

dren to Catholic schools through 
12th grade. I have faith in Jesus 
Christ. We are his Church. Those 
who have committed and covered 
up these heinous acts deserve to be 
punished to the highest extent of 
the law. I trust that God will handle 
the rest.

Tina Gordon, first-grade teacher, St. 
Andrew School, Drexel Hill, Pennsylvania

I may be the only Bible some kids 
read.

Tammy Gipson, religion, science, 
and social studies teacher for 

grades four through six, St. Joseph 
School, McPherson, Kansas

I believe in the mission  and minis-
try of Catholic schools. I believe that 
we need to ensure that our schools 
have top-notch educators who are 
passionate about their subjects and 
students and who are willing to share 
the Good News of the Gospels with 
students and their families despite 
much of the bad news that we hear 

on a regular basis. Catholic schools 
should be a beacon of hope calling 
out to all in this current fog we find 
ourselves in.

Patrick Kinne, assistant principal, 
Bishop Grimes Junior/Senior High 

School, East Syracuse, New York

Throughout history the Catholic 
Church has undergone scrutiny 
and tumultuous times. Even Jesus 
was tempted by the devil. However, 
hope, goodness, and faith have al-
ways prevailed. That’s how I look 
at it. My job is to continue Jesus’ 
mission on earth and be his voice 
to the students he sends to me, even 
in tough times.

Wendy Becka, religion, reading, 
and English teacher for grades 

four through six, St. Rose Catholic 
School, Schulenberg, Texas

I believe we need to continue to 
share our faith with the future lead-
ers of the world. Giving up would 
not be in the best interest of our 
community, Church, or world.

Michelle Wagley, sixth-grade math 
teacher, Queen of Peace Catholic 

Academy, Gainesville, Florida

Share your opinions in future 
issues of TCT: Answer our survey 

today. todayct.us/2YCUsOG 
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Bring your questions to God: write and pray.

“I was stupid and ignorant, I was a 

beast toward thee. Nevertheless I am 

continually with thee; thou dost hold 

my right hand.”
 

 
 

 

-Psalm 73:22–23
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