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Make downsized living feel larger

OK , Boomer” might be this era’s generation 

gap slogan, but there is one thing most 

millennials and baby boomers seem to agree on: They 

want smaller living spaces. “Both of these generations 

are thinking about living smaller,” says Sheri Koones, 

author of Downsize: Living Large in a Small House. “They 

want to save on energy, have less maintenance and 

don’t want the accumulation of so much stuff.”

Regardless of their reasons, those looking to have a 

smaller footprint don’t have to scrimp on style, par-

ticularly when it comes to appliances. Whether you’re 

in a smaller house, an apartment, a condo or even a 

“tiny home,” there are modern, eco-friendly, Goldilocks 

appliances that are just right for your space. >
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The average size of a newly con-

structed home in the United States 

went from 2,689 square feet in 2015 

to 2,576 square feet in 2018, according 

to the National Association of Home 

Builders. “There’s a real demand 

for smaller homes,” Vahe Avagyan, 

senior associate at RCLCO real estate 

advisers, told an audience of builders, 

developers and manufacturers at a 

November 2019 Housing Innovation 

Alliance roundtable on attainable 

housing. “About 40 percent of consum-

ers said that they’re OK with a smaller 

home. But what they aren’t willing to 

give up are nice finishes, nice appli-

ances and location.” 

Manufacturers have been responsive 

to the trend, Koones says. Typically, a 

refrigerator is 36 inches wide and 70 

inches tall, dishwashers are 24 inches 

wide, and the average range is 30 

inches wide (a six-burner cooktop, 36 

inches). Now, most major manufactur-

ers make smaller built-in and free-

standing high-performance appliances 

— such as an 18- or 24-inch-wide fridge 

or a 15-inch cooktop module. And these 

aren’t just utilitarian items to fit the 

space.

“When we were building a smaller 

home several years ago, I was finding 

things like college dorm refrigerators. 

TRENDING DOWN

Ways to make  
a small space  
seem larger

“The way you design the 
house is going to make 
all the difference in how 
comfortable you feel,” 
says Sheri Koones, author 
of Downsize: Living Large 
in a Small House. The 33 
homeowners she inter-

viewed for her book were 
all happy to downsize 
because their new spaces 
were “well-designed with 
adequate storage and excel-
lent lighting.” Here are 
four tips for making a small 
space seem larger:

“Have glazing at the edge of a kitchen,” for example, says 
Austin Watanabe, a designer at the St. Paul, Minn.-based 
architecture firm Alchemy, maker of the weeHouse. “The 
nearby natural light helps open the space. We’ll often 
specify full-height glass next to the kitchen, like a lift slide 
or patio door.”

Koones suggests the following: built-in nooks, furniture 
with added storage, chairs that can hang on hooks, a drop-
leaf table that opens, a dining table tucked under an island 
and a Murphy bed.

Have as few walls as possible. “Do your best to have big, 
open spaces,” says Hannah Rose Crabtree, founder and 
owner of Pocket Mansions, a tiny house design company 
based in Seattle. “Keep tall things away from the front 
door so your eye looks across the space. Create stairs with 
see-through risers. Do as much as you can with these kinds 
of ‘mind games.’”

Consider multipanel sliding doors to be able to open one 
room into another, says Emory Baldwin, principal archi-
tect of Fab Cab, a Seattle-based maker of custom prefab 
energy-efficient homes. “Having spaces open wide makes 
them feel less compartmentalized, and it allows rooms to 
be multifunctional.”

CREATIVE FURNISHINGS

OPEN FLOOR PLAN

MORE LIGHT

FLEX ROOMS

Now they’re made of high-perfor-

mance materials and finishes such 

as stainless steel; they come in lots of 

colors and offer a variety of features. 

There are a lot of smaller versions of 

the larger appliances,” says Koones. 

After her kids moved out, she and 

her husband downsized from a 

6,800-square-foot house in Green-

wich, Conn., to a 1,400-square-foot 

home closer to the downtown area. >
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With counter real estate at a premium, 

there’s no need to take up a full 30 

inches with a cooktop or range. “Miele’s 

got what it calls a CombiSet,” says 

Gibson. You can pick and choose single 

or double cooktop burners that are 15 

inches wide. There are also options for 

specialty burners like a wok, steamer 

or griddle (from $1,499 to $2,299). “If 

you’re really into cooking and you’re 

afraid to go from gas to induction, try 

a smaller induction cooktop paired 

with a wok burner using gas,” Gibson 

suggests. Sub-Zero offers similar 

15-inch modules that also include 

steamer, fryer, grill, teppanyaki and 

multifunctional options (from $1,185 to 

$2,275). 

Haier, which owns GE Appliances, 

has free-standing range options at 

a lower price point ($1,299). In this 

case, though, small doesn’t mean dull. 

BlueStar’s 24-inch range from its Small 

Spaces collection offers a wide palette 

of door and knob colors, including pink 

($3,395). 

If you’re going with a cooktop 

instead of a range, wall ovens usually 

come in 24-, 27- and 30-inch options. 

Although a wall oven offers easier ac-

cess — no bending — keep in mind that 

adding one means you’ll be devoting 

two areas of the kitchen to cooking. l 

According to the Environmental 

Protection Agency, new Energy 

Star dishwashers use less than 

half as much energy as washing 

dishes by hand and save nearly 

5,000 gallons of water a year. 

That seems like a good enough 

reason to get one, even if you 

won’t use it that often. Bosch 

has an 18-inch stainless steel 

model with a third rack (from 

$949 to $1,049), and, if you want 

to take up even less space, 

Fisher & Paykel has dishwasher 

drawers. “They’re the only com-

pany making singles,” which 

can be integrated into your 

cabinetry (starting at $749), says 

Adam Gibson, an architectural 

designer in Indianapolis. 

Whether you put it in the 

kitchen or elsewhere, an 

undercounter washer and dryer 

can save space. Bosch, Miele 

and Samsung have 24-inch 

options that can go side by side 

or stacked. They can get pretty 

pricey, ranging from about $900 

to more than $2,000. 

COOKING SPACE

WATER 
WORKS

When it comes to energy usage, your 

refrigerator is one of the biggest 

energy guzzlers in your home. The 

good news is that newer fridges are 

more efficient than older ones. And 

a smaller fridge, in general, is going 

to use less energy than a larger one. 

There are multiple 24-inch 

options, such as the bottom-freezer 

refrigerator from Liebherr ($1,849) 

or Smeg ($1,899). Looking for 

something modern? Sub-Zero has 

a 24-inch, standard-height column 

fridge with a single door — no lines 

to mar the sleek look ($7,245). Open 

it to reveal two bottom freezer 

drawers.  

If you really want to keep the 

cold stuff out of the way, check out 

refrigerator drawers like those made 

by Sub-Zero ($4,395), which can be 

integrated into your cabinets. Sum-

mit, a New York City-based company 

that has been making smaller appli-

ances for apartments for 50 years, 

has a triple-drawer fridge in stain-

less that’s less expensive ($1,809). 

These days, practically every major 

appliance manufacturer has its own 

undercounter refrigerator-drawer 

product. But keep in mind there are 

typically no real bargain prices with 

such a specialized item. 

COLD COMFORT
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