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SHAREPOINT 2016: 
COLLABORATE IN THE CLOUD
It’s hard to believe that only ten years ago a new technology, now 
known as cloud computing, was unveiled to the world. Since that 
time, businesses of all sizes have sought and been challenged to 
harness the power of the cloud.

Today, enterprises have integrated cloud computing for content 
management, team collaboration, and user experiences across 
multiple devices. But cloud computing isn’t limited to off-premise 
technology. Organizations are also merging the cloud into existing 
on-premises scenarios in new ways. 

SharePoint 2016 (SP2016), combined with Office 365 (O365), brings 
all the innovation of the cloud to on-premises datacenters, giving 
your users the best of both worlds – on-premise, the cloud, or a 
hybrid of the two.  

For content and application owners, SP2016 offers speed, reliability, 
and productivity, while providing the IT department with the control 
needed for security and compliance. And, with the innovations of 
Office 365, your team can do more, and can do it more easily. Best 
of all, these advances are available either as part of your on-premises 
deployment or through a hybrid implementation of SharePoint 2016 
and Office 365.



DOES YOUR BUSINESS NEED 
SHAREPOINT 2016? 
CONSIDER THESE QUESTIONS:

1 Do you want to adopt the cloud but not move everything there 
all at once?

2 Do you need enterprise collaboration that’s integrated with 
Office 365? 

3 Do you need enterprise-wide communication that includes rich 
integration with Exchange and Yammer? Or do you need a place 

      for corporate videos?

4 Do you want a great end-user experience for your BYOD and 
mobile workforce users?

5 Do you want to integrate data loss prevention and compliance 
tools that span on-premise servers and Office 365 into your 

       SharePoint deployment? 

If you answered “yes” to any of those questions, SharePoint 2016 
can help.  



SHAREPOINT 2016 OFFERS CLOUD 
TECHNOLOGY EFFECTIVENESS – 
AT YOUR PACE
It may seem like every business is moving everything to the cloud, 
but that’s not true. While the cloud is becoming ubiquitous, a 2015 
survey showed that enterprises are increasingly using a hybrid cloud 
strategy. These organizations recognize the increased effectiveness 
that the cloud can provide, such as scalability, security, increased 
collaboration, and mobility. But they also recognize the reality: 
sometimes putting all of your business content into the cloud is not 
an option. Or at least, not an option right now.  

With SharePoint 2016, you gain cloud technology effectiveness 
while maintaining the freedom to move at your own pace, be that 
one piece—or several pieces—at a time. 

End users generally don’t care if they’re on Office 365 or SharePoint 
2016 as long as they have the functionality they need. SharePoint 
2016 provides users with a nearly identical interface so you can 
navigate between on-premise and O365 seamlessly. And now, new 
SP2016 search and collaborative functionality makes getting work 
done even easier.



CLOUD HYBRID SEARCH 

Have you ever tried to search for content when some of it is located on O365 
and the rest is on-premises? It can be challenging, even if you’re using the 
conventional hybrid search. The new “Cloud Hybrid Search” makes searching 
across on-premises and cloud information easier, as well as allowing both 
SharePoint 2013 and SharePoint 2016 customers to:

• Search current and legacy versions of SharePoint, including 2007, 2010,  
and 2013, as well as file shares

• Reduce your on-premises search footprint

• Avoid the cost of sustaining large indexes, as they’re hosted in Office 365

With Cloud Hybrid Search, the content is not stored in the cloud—only the 
index is there. That means that the encrypted metadata is in the cloud, but not 
the document. This allows end users to see integrated search results through 
a combined search index stored in Office 365, and to feel secure that their 
documents remain on-premises.

OFFICE DELVE POWERED BY OFFICE GRAPH

In addition to Cloud Hybrid Search, SP2016 offers Delve as another tool to search 
across multiple locations for specific content or to discover relevant information 
from activities and content occurring across Office 365. 

ONEDRIVE FOR BUSINESS AND TEAM SITES

OneDrive for Business and Team Sites let you seamlessly collaborate experiences 
by allowing you to follow sites, documents and people across both on-premise  
and cloud. 
• My Sites in O365 is a feature that has been available in SharePoint 2013 since 

SP1, but with SharePoint 2016 you can redirect your My Sites to your Office 
365 OneDrive for Business host. This means that if a user clicks on OneDrive, 
they will be redirected to their Office 365 My Site and no longer to the on-
premises My Site.  

• Consolidate all of the sites you follow in one place so you can get updated 
quickly. With the “Sites” tile app in SharePoint 2016, on-premise and Office 
365 sites are at your fingertips. 



SHAREPOINT 2016 
ENCOURAGES ENTERPRISE 
COLLABORATION 
SharePoint has always been a powerful collaboration tool, but there’s 
always room for improvement. And the improvements in SharePoint 
2016 do not disappoint. By adjusting the limitations and thresholds 
to expand SharePoint’s capability, collaboration is even easier. 

Now you can create site collections quickly with One Second Site 
Creation. Sharing files—even large files—is easier with a no limits 
upload (although for efficiency, Microsoft recommends not going 
beyond 10GB). 

With SP2016, naming files is simpler. Previous restrictions on 
file names have been lifted in SP2016, making it easier to create 
intuitive, searchable file names. For added ease, if you have to 
rename a file, the document’s URLs remain permanent so the link 
isn’t broken—making collaboration more cohesive.



SHAREPOINT 2016 MEETS 
THE NEEDS OF A MOBILE 
WORKFORCE
Your workforce is increasingly mobile. Employees may be located 
anywhere in the world and operating at all times of the day, on a 
variety of different devices. Having access to information while on 
the go is now a necessity, so increasing the effectiveness for your 
mobile workforce should be a priority. 

Our clients are continuously expanding their mobile workforce in 
various ways. A mobile workforce requires access to critical content 
and applications and needs to be able to make decisions quickly and 
keep in contact. This can be a stumbling block when information 
can only be accessed on-premises. SharePoint 2016 provides 
an improved mobile experience. Using SP2016, you can access 
content, people, and business applications with the benefit of built-in 
touch-based experiences for many different device types and screen 
sizes.  



SHAREPOINT 2016 
OFFERS A RELIABLE AND 
SCALABLE CLOUD-INSPIRED 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
You’ve already committed to your on-premise infrastructure. 
SharePoint 2016, in conjunction with Office 365, helps you enhance 
your investment with improved performance, reliability, and 
scalability based on the SharePoint Online platform. The improved 
user experience creates a true hybrid scenario for your on-premise 
investments. Significant upgrades including letting you determine 
how and when you use on-premises or cloud infrastructure, an 
offering of zero downtime for patching, and improved monitoring 
systems to alert administrators before problems become critical.

Part of a platform’s reliability is maintaining security. You want to 
ensure your sensitive material remains secure. With SP2016, you 
can connect your on-premise SP to Office365 to take advantage 
of cloud compliance capabilities. Data loss prevention, document 
fingerprinting and encryption are just some of the tools SharePoint 
offers to ensure your information is protected. 



Agile and competitive organizations must exchange ideas, share content, and 
make and implement decisions quickly. SharePoint 2016 can simplify and 
encourage internal communications with richer integration through Exchange and 
Yammer, as well as with a new type of communication media that integrates with 
Office 365 Video.

YAMMER

Collaborating on documents is a major focus with SharePoint. Having two-
way conversations about documents in real time, from within the documents 
themselves, enhances the collaboration experience. These conversations are 
now possible in SharePoint 2016 by leveraging Yammer. By clicking “Post” you 

SHAREPOINT STREAMLINES CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS USING ENTERPRISE SOCIAL 

can start a Yammer conversation for documents in SharePoint and OneDrive. It’s 
easier to discover deliverables so you can get your work done more efficiently. 

OFFICE VIDEO

Office 365 Video, the next-gen portal, is an excellent way to communicate 
company-wide. Not only can you create, manage, and subscribe to video 
channels, but you can also share and search for videos from any device.
• Video provides a secure way to post and share company-wide video content 
• It’s powered by Azure Media Services, uses Yammer (so it is social by 

design), and uses Office Graph to give users a personalized experience within 
SharePoint 2016



USING SHAREPOINT TO  
BRING THE CLOUD TO YOUR  
ON-PREMISE INFRASTRUCTURE 
Cloud technology is no longer the next big thing, it’s the current big 
thing. But it shouldn’t be thought of as a case of “one technology 
fits all.” Instead of blindly following the trend, successful businesses 
must determine how to incorporate cloud technology into their 
current operations, keeping in mind their individual needs. 

SharePoint 2016 provides a much-needed gateway for businesses 
with on-premise infrastructures to implement the most needed 
aspects of cloud technology, at their own pace. With SP2016, in 
conjunction with Office 365, you and your team can make the most 
of your current SharePoint assets, while enjoying the improved user 
experience, capabilities, and effectiveness the platform offers.

Interested in seeing how SharePoint 
2016 can enhance your business? 
Contact us today!
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