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It’s a labor of love for South Kona glass artist ™~

Stacey Siegel, who areates delicate miniatures
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Glassblower Stacey Siegel does it all, from

miniature perfume botties and vases to tin)

beads and unique pieces of jewelry

n & country studio sar
I rounded by lush tropical
gardens and marure fruit
archasds, petite Stacey Sicgel
creates delicate works of ant
from the glass she blows or
torches herself. Whether cus-
tom glass beads, miniature
perfume bottles or delicate
iridescent vases. Siegel has
always specialized in a type
of glassblowing that most
don’t practice
“Tlove small: I am small.”
she says with a laugh. “I've
always loved and collected
miniatures, ever since | was
a young child. So, as a glass
blower, | was very vausual
because | blew “small.” No

one blows small. It's just not
consadered cool. Most glass
blowers blow large ... and
then even lasger. The larger
the bemer

“To do that kind of glass
blowing, they have to have a
bot shop, which is a fumace
sct up with a porcelain cru-
cible that holds molten glass
heated to 2 400 degroes, wt
the ready 24/7

Such a bot shop is im
practical and prohibitively
expensive (moreso on Ha
wai'i Island, where there is
no natural gas), and especial-
ly because Siegel needed 10
be mobele with her setup. She
developed a special process

and designed low-over
head equipment that works
for her particalar needs

I created a smaller form
of glasshlowing because 1 did
miniatures,” explains Sicgel

“It"s very nontraditional , but
I use glass rods that I can put
in the warming kila (a place
to hold moltea glass) at a
certain temperature. Thea, |

cam pick up the glass and
transfer it straight into the
glory bole,” which is the
glassblower’s nickname
for the small scheating fur
nace where the glass piece
is fabricated. Unlike the
large hot shop furnace, all
cquipment can be turned
off at the end of day, so it is
not using gas at all times "
The idea for the small foot
print, glasshlowing setup was

2 case of “necessity is the

mother of inveation.” The
mother, in fact, being Siegel
herself

I was working in a glass
studio and gallery in Santa
Fe. New Mexico.” Siegel
recalls. “la exchange for
working in the gallery, the
owner taught me how to
blow glass. I actually had
1o work my way up from 15
minutes, to 30 minutes to
two hours ... And thea I got
pregnant with my daughter
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and realized that o conlin
we, | needed 10 build a small
hot shop of my own and be
more sell sulficient. So, |
built and minsaturized my
equipment, with the help of
friends. Instead of having a
Turnace with molten glass in
o, | made my own glass bars
and used preces of the bars
10 start my blowing process.”

She created a stunning line
of mininture perfume bottles
and vases and built up a busi-
ness selling the pseces to gal-
lerics natioawide

After about 12 years in
Santa Fe, Siegel met her hus-
band. who lived in Hawai'i
but was visiting a friend of
the gallery owner. In 1994,
she decided to join him and
moved the setup to Hawai‘i
Island to continue her atistry
here. If she were a “normal™
glassblower, that prospect
would be quite daunting

“Because | had already
downsized my shop, | packed

the entre studo

annealer,
lools and equipment — in
sade my truck and shipped it
all over,” she says. “The por
tablity of the system allowed
me o keep going anywhere,
and | finally found a source for
my glass rods here. The por
table setup really sustedt me., |
don’t really know anyone who
dad what | dad. 1 was outsade
the norm. That's because as
the glasshlowing world was
going bigger and bigger. |
was going smaller and more
delicate ™

Selling wholesale, she
established lots of regular
accounts and gained some
notoricty for her beautiful
miniateres. As the years
passed, Siegel wanted to
try something different and
began moviag mose toward
doing glass torchwork, which
is the am of using a torch to
create ghass beads

Beadwork wasa't new to
her. As an ustist in Santa Fe,

Seegel had begun ber ca

roer as an artisd with seed

bead weaving, whach 15 2
Native American trads

Lon.

“The Southwest Inds
ans used seed beads 10
make pouches und cloth
mg,"” she says. =1 loved
the culture and process
of beading. Beads were

my frst passion.”

These days, making jew
elry from the beads she fab
ricates gives Siegel and her
hushand the flexihility they
need W travel, especially now
that she has a gramdson on the
musinland

She's not tied down to
glasshlowmng, whach requires
much more time, focus and
commitment. Blowing glass
caun be physically tiing, loo,
and after ) years, she want
od a listle break

Self-taught in all areas of
jewelry-making, Siegel has
also done silversmithing,
wire bending, acid etch-
ing, flat glassing, and glass
slumping and fusing. She's
also created her share of
“cold” glass work, including
stained glass pieces.

“I've experimented a lot in
the glass world. I love o look
at something and figure out
how it was made.” she says.

Glass artistry isa’t the

only South Kona product
Siegel is involved with ei

ther, In additson o tendng S
acres of commercial oranges,
Meyer's lemons and Sharwill
avocados with her husband,
Seegel also volunieers 1 Blue
Sea Artasan artist's co-op and
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wholesiles her collections at
ChHif Johns Gallery, Volcano
At Center, Elements and
onkine, She finds interacting
with customers and shaning
her love of art provides the
antudote for the solitude that
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they create in the studio

And in the cnd. she finds
nature especially inspiring,
helping her to focus on sim-

plicity in design and produc-
tion

“I love being out here n
the muddle of nature,” she
says. “T have my privacy and
can create without a kot of
disruption. I'm all about easy
and simple. | love o keep lile
sumple.”

To sea more of Siegel's
work, visit instagram.com)
stacoysieyelglians

Tony De Sa, Jr.
RB 20817, SFR. o-PRO. GRL SRS, MaP Cell: (808) 938-4592

Mai
15-1408 22nd Ave

Brand new, custom home on paved
Shower & 22nd. Spacious 2788 sq it
3bd/3ba open concept home with
many high end delalls throughout.
AT in master bedroom, huge back
pato for enterfaining.

Hot Price! $405,000

MLS 632210

681 Manono St. Ste 108 Hilo, HI 96720

: Cell (808) 936-3297
gina@realtyhc.com  Zillow.com/profile/Gina-Hara Chun




