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SENATVINCG,

ronting the ocean at
Natural Energy Lab
oratory of Hawai*i

Authority, 2 small hut mughty
facility is helping make o big
diflference m the lives of crit
wally endangered Hawaian
monk seals. Ke Kai Olla (“the
healing sea™), a program of
I'he Marine Mammal Cenler,
s & Hawanan monk seal hos
pital i Kalua Kona that em
ploys three full-tme and two
part-time animal hushandry
and education staff members,
as well as sbout 100 respoase
volunteers and 50 on-site ani-
mal care volunteers.

The only tropical pisnipoeds
remaining in the world, Ha-
wiiian monk scals now num-
ber about 300-400 in the main
Hawation Islunds, und about
1.400 total.

“We are the only long-
term care hospital especial-
ly for Hawailan moak seals
anywhere in the world,” says
animal programs manager
Megan McGinnis,
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She explains that the cen
ler, supporied and sponsored
by Natsonal Oceamic and AL
mospheric Admmistration,
canes for sick, i jured and o
phaned seals, most of whom
are hrought in from Laysan
Iskand, which is part of the
Papahanaumok uskes Manne
National Monument, In the
summer, volenleer research
campers are dropped ofl with
supplies on Laysan by NOAA
research vessels and spend
three 10 four months there
monitoring seals, especially
the newboms. In the fall. the
vessel returns 10 retrieve the
campers, as well as any seals
they ve beea observing who
are in trouble. The snimals are
beought to Hawai'i and admit-
1od 1o the center for long-term
care and rehabilitation,

“Most of the scals are ju-
veniles in pre-weaned con-
dition, meaning they are
dehydrated, emaciated and
have chronic autrtional con-
cerns,” says McGinnis. “Ha-

—

wallan monk seals weigh
about 35 pounds at birth, and
often their moms bail before
the six-week weaning perod
is over. When mom leaves
curly, they have o very low
survival rae."

She says the center also
treats them for debilitating
parasites such as tapeworms
and soundworms, In addition,
center staff have recently be-
gun o support an effort o
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ler’s Ke Kai Ola

monk seals.

vaccinate Hawallan monk
scals against the lethal mor-
billivirus, a type of distemper
that has killed thousands of
marine mammals on the At-
lantic coust.

Reasons for the decline of
the Hawaiian mook seal are
many: koss of habitat doe to
sea level rise, predation by
Galapagos sharks, skewed
gender numbers (far more
males than females, which
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can cause the female to be
mobbed and drowned during
mating), infectious diseases,
fishing entanglements and

competition for resources. Ia
the main Hawaiian Islands,
seals mostly face hazands re-
lated to human disturbance.




Al the center, four reha-
bilitation pools with dry
haul-out areas serve between
seven o 10 patents. Care
gpivers downplay interaction
as much as possihle so that
the seals don't develop hu
man habitestion and Atach
menis. They don'ttalk while
inside the rehab area, hiding
behind hlue hending boards,
and don 't allow the amimals
1o make # connection with
the people feeding them.

“We basically hide and
throw the food over, so lor
all they know 15 thal o came
from the sky," says MeGin
mis with a laugh.

This discourages the seals
from forming honds with
people, which puts them at
a doadvantage in the wikl,
as well creating a safety har
ard for the public when scals
are hauled out on populated
beaches. They remam hosp
talered at the center Tor ubout
three W four months.

“We know ot cun be bor
ing m the hospetal ™ MceGan
nis explains, “Bul we have
1o be very careflul abost
what we give them o play
with, They may look like
toys, hat every ennchment
device has o purpose and s
meanl 1o mimic leeding pat

Hawaiian Monk Seals:
How to M_ake a Differenge

+ It natusal for monk seals to come ashore to rest,
molt, give birth and care for pups. Please give them

space.

« Monk seals are 2 protected species and it is
Impertant to allow them to rest sndssurbed while

they are hauled out.

« In the ocean, monk seals may exhibit mquisiive
behavior. Avoid approaching or “playing” with them,
« Allow seals 10 semain wild and bunt for food on
thew own. Feeding them is illegal.

+« When in the presence of 3 monk seal, please keep
your dog on 2 leash at all bnes to prevent dissase
Lramsmitssion and isjury % both animals.

+ Call 987-0765 on Hawal' Island or 800-256-%850
statewide 1o report 2 monk seal sghting.

lermatien courtesy NOAA Faheries Padific slan s Raglon

terns they might encounter
in the wild.”

When it’s time to release
the patients, the NOAA ves-
sel arrives at Honokahau
Harbor. Staff and volunteers
crate the seals and weigh
them zt Lhe fuel dock (they
can gain as much as 200
pounds while at the hosp
tal), The NOAA vessel then
takes the creatures hack 1n
where they were resceed,
wanally Laysan Island.

Overall, the results have
been very goud,

“We've seen a 2 percent
imcrease in the popelation in
the last live years,” says Mc
G~ Amd thast s no small
feat. Thal number is bigger
than ot secms.”

In abdition, researchers
estimate that 3 percent of
the population is alive keday
thanks to drect interaction
by NOAA and s partners,
be 1t through the work of the
rehab hospatals or disentun-
glement from hishang lnes,

As part of the center’s
fesponse program, an is
landwide network of volun-
teers is trained 1o respond to
seal sightings at beaches or
shorelines,

“We have a very umique
comumunity here that helps us
with our mission immensely,”
says MeGinnss, “"We need the
public to pasticipate, and we
couldn't do it without them.
That's what's made our pro-

Animal care wlunteess carefully use
herdng boands 10 meve Hamsian
monk seal patent Maagilo it
rehatlitalion pen. eoewa craMAM
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gram so successful "

The volunteer force con-
sists of citizens from all
walks of life — lawyers, re-
tirees, recent grads. dancers,
military members, the dive
community, EPA scicentists
and lifeguards, to name
a few. They don’t need a
science background, just a
passion for helping endan-
gered scals. Volunteer dutics
runge from helping to mark
oft seal baul-out arcas with
signs and protective barriers
to keep the public and the
animal safe. treating and
filtering the water in the
poods once i week, as well
as Towding.

The center also organs
wn communily nulreach 1o
schools, youth programs,
and kigh schood and college
students 1o help pubhcize the
center's mission and surune
fture stewards of the envi
ronment. A great example
s the recently developed
manne scence program, N2
Kikua o ke Kai, which s
specilically talored o meet
the unigue needs of students
n grades 6.8 and ther teach
ers on Hawa 't Islund.

“Yes, we all get attached
o thermn while they 're here,
and releasing them is bt
tersweel,” says McGinmis
as she monitors the four
patients n their pools via
remolte cameras. “Bul we
also know that what's best
for them is 1o wmprove their
health and get them released
back into the wild so they
can thrive. It's so rewarding
to see them improve, know
that all our hard work paid
off and that we got to make
a difference."”

For more information
on The Marize Mammal
Center's operations in Kai-
lua-Kona, visit marineman-
malcenter.oeg,




