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Under the watchful eyes of Whendi Grad
(pictured) and husband Garnett Puett, Big
Island Bees keeps the buzz going about
beekeeping and honey. ,

& (T > Zdoernser

x‘ AN EDITION O
~

A




HAWAIULISLAND MIDWERK WEST  No

YEMBMIR & JOIY

HAWAI'L ISLAND MIDWEEK COVER STORY

1)

Things are abuzz at Big Island Bees, where delicious

crops of honey are regularly produced as apiarists

participate in a true labor of love, ™

BY KRISTINA ANDERSON |

or Garnett Puctt a
Whends Grad

keepang anl coenmer

bee

il honey producion are 2
multigeneritumal labor of
bove. Mamel since 1985, the
. "“l". e art s h\ anmmng
andd education and apranisis
heekeepers) by trinde . Puett
runs Captam Cook Honey Co
suppiser 1o Hig Wand Hees, 2
beloved name n artisanal, ko
cully grows honey, G is the
manager, account execulive
pucker, distributor amd mar
keter for Bag sk Bees
"Honey cun be procduced
year-round on the Big Is
savs Grad. “Owr 2 (00
hives (containing moee than
125 million bees) are trans-
ported in three continually

land

rotating seasons cach for
Ohi‘a lehua, macadamia nut
and wilelaiki (Christmas ber-
£y ) trees on the sland. In fact,
the macadamia nut orchards
ask us 1o bring our hives o
help pollinate their trees, and
this same sotatson has actu-
ally been i place with them
conunuously for the past 45

Yo

All of this is a hands-on
operation. Puett says that 1o
change rotabons, they lomd
the beehives on pallels al
maghl omio a Hathed truck

“I'he bees come m at might
and we throw i shade ¢lith
over them,” he says. “We ane
able 1o retneve YW percent of
the bees. Then we move them
b the mend bocation. 1 a lotof
work, But 11's a labor of kwve.”

Fach type of honey pro
duced by By Island Bees s
prized for s umgue flavor
andl texture. Grad says that
the lehua honey olfers a
smooth, debeate taste along
with its distincti ve crystalized
texture. Mac nut hlossoms
produce a chocolatey, nulty
essence, while Christmas
berry blassoms create a spicy
and womatic homey product

Grad says the bees are
never supplementally fed
and get plenty of food from
floral sources, resulting ina
purc, raw honcy that retains
its nuintional value as well
& emaans wue 1o the onginad
floral source. They sell retad

and wholesale to boutsques
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PHOTOS BY KAREN ANDERSON

grocery stores and big-box
retas lers, and produce bulk
honey by Lhe Barrel for brew
emes, winenes, pramolis com
pamses and bakeres. All the
homey products are 100 per
cent certhed o (exoepl
the Macadime Nut Blossom
Homey becaunse Lhe orcharnds

are n certifed organic)

A Background in Art

Fhewr story stars back
Habura, Geongra, where Puent
grew up. His great-gramdia
ther rarsed gueen hees, pass
ing the business down 1o his
som and grundson. In lact the
town soon became known as
the “Queen Bee Capetal of the
World.™ Then his father died

suddenly when he was only
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12.and Puctt’s mom mamed
another apiarist, Jim Powell,
whe founded Captain Cook
HUXL‘_\ Co. on the B._.‘ l:l.ﬂ.\.'
in 1971, where Puctt lived as
i leemper. Pudt met Grad m
art school and both pursoesd
careers as hine artists in New
York Cuy

back permanently

belore moving
due 10
thew love ol the Bag Inlam

and the aprary business. To

gelher with longime partner
Ben Cariaga (as well as his
son). they 've been renning
the operation themselves
sice 1988,

Gamett is extremely cre-
ative and really well known
for has scuipture,” sinys Cird
“At the Pratt Institute m New
Yok be obtasned & imasder s m

sculpture, and sl has shows

a a galiery in Brooklyn
Girad, lor her parl, also
has a degree i Line ant and
warked i the furmshings lex
hle indusiry, creating labrnig
sl ches for such prestigsons
marnes as | lermann Miller be

fore leaving by ooty hle

Parusites and Problems

Unfortunately, m recent




ycars. apiarists on the Big Is-

land have found themselves
highly challenged by the in-
troduction of pests and dis-

casc w local bee co

"We now hitve only & Cou
ple thousand hives.” says
Fue “"down lrom many
thousands in the past, amd

thal s due 1o the pests we've

been hghting here for abowe
10 vears,'

Paetl relates thal the pesis
brought m mclade Verona
mites and have beeties tha
atlack the weakest colones

"I very Lime Comsasm i

1o treat and manage all the
purasites, so Lhis has caused
2 reduction m the number o
an mambam, and

NIVes we ¢

redct m the
ol homey,’

These Pests also killed all
the wild colonies on the Big
Island

“There
ral bee o«
2011

nolLng that the ¢

N0 3 omn ol pat

have been no fe-

ONIes ore since
he savs with sadness
12 cominey
cial bockeepers on the island
must all diligesatly manage
the semiue

Bees are also

y ¢nvironme nal

e posts 1o kecy
mg bees alive

sensitive 8
Tactors such as vog and ash,

which affected portions of

the) island i arcnas whe
the hives were located
2018 was not the best vear
for Bees
This ycar

procluced ur

s

has

crap

however.
excelienl

ol honey

The Case Tor Christmas
Berry

Ax anvone who bas ¢leaned
a kot om the Weslsude knows
the ubiguitons Chr bt
ki, 2 relative
n Pepper

sight, with

0 LT
v (or walela
of the Beazil ree)
sinkes a bamdlar
s ek grovman g sormetames
view- ampactmg branches and
bt rexd bemmes. Maost hoene

owners would love o see less

of o, Tams ost, 1 1s not sach
2 “punk” tree alter al

I'he Christmas berry is
wonderful tree n mmcresh

ble tood source for bees and

1 Blossoms o a e of yeur

when nothing else does
Puett, “This s

has saved and helped a Jot

ShYs
nedicinal plant
ol
bees, luves and hoaey here
OVeT the years

He says e s currently op
W
brocontrods of

posed to a possible state mea
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Christmas berry i order to

eradscaie il

It would Big Is

Geslroy

land beckecpers to get
it; we cannot let that happen

The work is
difficult and labor incnsive.
US. Sen. Mazie

Even
no. who v
tour carlicr this

tha

amount ¢

beekeeping

ducin

challe

belic

{ work invol

ana

. AL s peak, |

honey

nd of

nging

Hiro-

isited and took a
year, remsarked
she couldn™t

ove the

N
ved in
pro
Sig Is

Farvd Hees shuppesd o 00 06060

Ponants oF honey Dol has now
recluced s output 1o about
SR LY

11 s haed 1o dhversaly, skl
ng a museum, sore and s
1O the company ollernings
whach have bl a lollowing
with Joculs and vismons alike
But #°s all very much worth

it 1o Puett andd Grad. Icleed

the public perception

)l bees

aluishie asset 10 the workd

" an

Al sy see s o e mmproving
People used to call me

up really, really mad saying

words | can’t repeat if the

hives were bothering them

relates Grad with laugh

Bt since we lost half the bee

popuiation

people are mxore 2w

Ill‘lla't'.Hl\. 3

withan t

and are T

wo

o

ycars
I thew

understanding and approcas

tive. That

sicde 10 all thes dufficuley

e

ki

sbeenthe ome brnight
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HAPPY HOUR PRICES
THROUGHOUT THE
GAMES & PLENTY
OF FREE PARKING &
SPACE AVAILABLE IN

RESTAURANT TO ENJOY. y

AROESSERT -

with coupon
Ona (1) coupan per table
Laperes /307

: FRESH FISH o STEAKS

e —

SALADS © BURGERS

OPEN LUNCH AND DINNER
7 DAYS A WEEK 11AM-9PM (!
SUNDAY BREAKFAST

|T RO m OPENS WITH FIRST FOOTBALL |

GAME OF THE DAY
TAP HOUSE & (.mu.

DAILY HAPPY HOUR: 2PM -5PM
FOR RESERVATION, CALL US AT ) 498-4507

78-6831 ALII DRIVE KAILUA-KONA, HI - LOCATED NEXT TO KTA K[AUHOU‘

MAKE YOUR PICKS AND WIN ON
WESTHAWAIITODAY.COM OR

HAWAIITRIBUNE-HERALD.COM

WEEKLY CASH PRIZE AWARDED EVERY WEEK

Win $250

GRAND PRIZE SELECTED AT END OF PROMOTION

Win a Vacations Hawali
trip for two to

LAS VEGAS

and $500 cash




