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Keeping an Eye
On Mother Notire

The good work being done on Mauna Loa
Observatory helps scientists like Aidan Colton
track Earth’s atmospheric health,
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ome of the planet’s most important work takes '
place at 11,141 feet on the northem flank of the Big
Island’s massive Mauna Loa volcano, At Masna
Loa Observatory, part of NOAA's Earth System Rescarch
Laboratory s Global Monstoring Division, s¢ientists mea-
sure nising carbon dioxide concentrations, ozone, solar ra-
diation. and both tropospheric and gratosphenic acrosols,

What all this means s that station scientists collect,
track and report the data that will give researchers a
minute-by-minute report card about earth’s atmosphenc
health,

“We basically momtor five main aseas that can cause
a warming or cooling of the atmosphere.” says station
chief Darryl Kuniyuki,

As a "baseline” monttoring statson. Mauna Loa Obser-
vatory is one of four NOAA stations around the world
that are sstuated in prame, pristine eovronments far from
velucular and other pollutants.

“We have chean, well-mixed air samples from air that
has traveled 2,000 males in any disection,” suys Axdan
Colwoa. an environmental geoscientist. “All of our data
is public and can be downloaded by research universites.
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