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In the beginning, the workload was 
enormous. Every penny, every waking 
second, every ounce of energy went into 
the business. They lived in a 200-square-foot 
rustic coop on the property that now houses 
their kitchenware department.

“Mountain Feed became our entire 
identity for years,” said Jorah. “No one tells 
you that there’s no brake pedal on a brick-
and-mortar business. It’s full-on. It grew so 
much faster than we’d anticipated. It was a bit 
of a runaway train, to be honest. We hadn’t 
thought about employees, parking, inventory, 
bookkeeping. You name it, we hadn’t thought 
about it.”

Yet the controlled chaos of building 
a business did not deter the couple from 
adding two children to their workload.

“We used to carry our youngest boy, 
Reese, around in a bucket while we worked,” 
Andi said.

“A lot of love built this store,” Jorah said. 
“We hand laid all the brick paths, built all the 
shelving, I fabricated all the metal fencing. 
It was crazy. I’d take off the welding mask to 
ring up a customer.”

The Roussopoulos’ have experimented 

with abandon over the years. Sometimes it 
worked, like the community classes or wildly 
diverse gift shop. Others failed to go the 
distance.

“A lot of people don’t know this, but 
we were also the world’s first solar-powered 

biodiesel station,” said Jorah. While the 
biodiesel station failed to pan out, Mountain 
Feed has evolved in other ways over the 
years. In addition to running the place, Andi 
has focused increasingly on less functional 
merchandise, filling Jorah’s handmade display 

(Above) A large selection of vegetable and flower seed provides a novice gardener an 
easy and inexpensive way to become sustainable.
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(Top) Located on Highway 9 in Ben Lomond, the colorful 
home of Mountain Feed & Farm Supply has become a 
destination in Santa Cruz County.
(Left) An original ranch truck, a 1938 Chevrolet pickup, 
greets customers at Mountain Feed & Farm Supply.

(Above) A vintage Wedgewood Range provides a pleasing backdrop in Mountain Feed’s cooking and cookware depart-
ment.

Experience the Joys of a 
Brick and Mortar Feed Store

Mountain Feed and Farm Supply: 
Your one-stop shop for a sustainable lifestyle

By Ryan Masters

On a windy February afternoon, a free 
beekeeping class fills a barn in Mountain 
Feed & Farm Supply. A man browses the 
edible nursery stock while his partner 
investigates canning equipment. Some local 
horse breeders buy bales of fresh hay while a 
woman picks up food for her dogs.

Mountain Feed & Farm Supply is an 
iconic fixture in the quaint Santa Cruz 

Mountain town of Ben Lomond. 
Although it opened sixteen 

years ago, it’s a place that’s 
always seemed to be 

there. When Jorah and 
Andi Roussopoulos 

opened up shop 
in 2004, they had 

zero experience, 

no money, and a bare glimmer of an idea: 
Why not bring a thoughtful, curated approach 
to a rural American staple, the feed store? 
It didn’t take long for the couple, who have 
been together for 25 years and married 13, 
to realize they’d captured the interest of the 
community and tapped into a burgeoning 
trend of homesteading, food independence, 
and sustainability.

“It was clear pretty early on that this was 
no longer our store. It was the community’s,” 
said Jorah. “In addition to the basic feed stuff, 
they wanted ecologically sound and more 
sustainable solutions for enjoying their home, 
so that’s the direction the store evolved. We 
just continued to offer the best solutions at 
the time, for everyone from porch gardeners 
to small-scale farmers.”
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(Above) Andi and Jorah Roussopoulos, pro-
prietors of Mountain Feed & Farm Supply, are 
no strangers to a sustainable lifestyle.
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(Above) A diverse and carefully chosen selection of plants suitable for the local environment are always available at 
Mountain Feed and Farm Supply.

(Above) Instead of presenting hit tunes, a 
vintage jukebox serves up chicken feed at 
Mountain Feed & Farm Supply.

counters with jewelry and crafts she 
buys locally and around the greater San 
Francisco Bay Area.

“I do all the talking, but Andi actually 
drives this thing. Especially these days,” 
Jorah said. “She’s totally integral as are 
all the great people we’ve worked with 
over the years. It’s always been a major 
collaborative effort.”

The age of online consumerism 
and Amazon, which has rocked the 
nation’s brick-and-mortar landscape, has 
also sown its seeds in Mountain Feed’s 
garden. 

“In the beginning, we were the only 
place to buy a pressure canner, food 
dehydrating supplies, or cheese cultures. 
We did pretty well for a long time. But 
now you can go online and have it 
delivered to your doorstep,” Jorah said. 
“How do you compete with that? There’s 
no longer any margin for error.”

Of course, you can’t wander through 
a farm supply market on a windblown 
Sunday afternoon if you’re shopping 
online. You can’t get your hands dirty 
learning how to prune a fruit tree or 
maintain a hive during winter online. You 
can’t feel the heft of an orchard ladder 
or see all the greenhouse supplies in one 

place or peer into a storage container full of 
surplus beekeeping supplies online. You can’t 
let your dog sniff a rawhide online or meet 
the bees and hens who made your honey and 
eggs. 

“The best part of this has always 
been the customer interactions, building 
community, seeing familiar faces come 
through the door,” said Andi. “Getting to know 
people over the years.” ❧

Grow for It!

Mountain Feed and Farm Supply
Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 6:00. p.m. 
Monday-Sunday 
             10 a.m. - 5: p.m. on Sunday
Where: 9550 Highway 9
                Ben Lomond
Info: (831) 336-8876
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