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About me

I’m a storyteller with 10 years of experience in 
communications, journalism, PR, and education. I believe in 
transcending borders to connect people through smart and 
emotionally-effective messaging in order to achieve social 
justice.

I was born in New York, grew up in New Jersey, lived overseas 
for seven years, love hiking, and can’t wait to work with you.
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CIANA Blog 

“A Life in Limbo, Kept Buoyant by Hope”
June 28, 2019
Maria Eliades

When it came time to wait for her green card, Mervat 
Wahba could deal with her life being on hold, as 
difficult as that was. The worst part of it all was that 
her daughter was afraid.
 
The Egyptian immigrant and her nine year old 
daughter, Miriam, had joined her husband, a religious 
asylee, in 2015 after four years of separation. Wahba 
immediately applied for a green card, but one year 
of waiting turned to three and Miriam worried about 
what would happen if the family had to return to 
Egypt.
 
Back home, friends and family spoke of continued 
persecutions against Christians.

“Miriam was afraid of even going to church that 
somebody might stop her, beat her up, because in 
Egypt, as a Christian, that could happen,” Wahba 
says. “Here we feel we can go to church and we can 
be free.”
 
Her fears were not unfounded. Persecution of 
Christians in Egypt is at an unprecedented high, with 
several attacks on churches in the past year. A week 
after the end of Ramadan, despite a speech by 
Egyptian President Abdul Fatah al-Sisi encouraging 
tolerance toward Christians, a mob destroyed cars 
and property in the town of Samalot during the 
celebration of a Coptic Christian woman’s conversion 
to Islam, and in an unrelated incident in the village of 
Ishnien Al Nasara three Coptic homes were 
destroyed due to rumors on Facebook that Copts 
had “insulted religion.”

Read the full article on CIANA’s blog.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jan/10/christians-egypt-unprecedented-persecution-report
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jan/10/christians-egypt-unprecedented-persecution-report
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/christians-in-egypt-attacked-by-civilians-twice-in-one-week/
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/christians-in-egypt-attacked-by-civilians-twice-in-one-week/
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/christians-in-egypt-attacked-by-civilians-twice-in-one-week/
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/christians-in-egypt-attacked-by-civilians-twice-in-one-week/
https://www.cianainc.org/single-post/2019/06/27/A-Life-in-Limbo-Kept-Buoyant-by-Hope


The Ploughshares Blog 

“The American Dream in The Man in the White 
Sharkskin Suit”

August 5, 2019
Maria Eliades

Lucette Lagnado’s family didn’t start off as public 
charges and refugees. Before coming to the United 
States from Cairo, the Jewish family had money. 
They lived in a good district. Lucette and her siblings 
were sent to private schools. The family had maids 
and ate out at European-style restaurants and 
patisseries. Before the fall of King Farouk, Lucette’s 
father, Leon, was a businessman who was fluent in 
seven languages, including English, which allowed 
him to act as a go-between with the then-colonial 
rulers of Egypt and the rest of Cairo, despite the fact 
that he was Jewish.

Leon’s family had come to Cairo from Aleppo, where  
they had, for hundreds of years, been known for 

their many rabbis and scholars. Leon experienced a 
similarly high status in Egypt. In Cairo, he wore an 
array of “expensive, hand-tailored suits,” including 
one made of white sharkskin, which was “all the rage 
among Cairo’s privileged classes” in the 1940s and 
1950s, according to Lucette’s 2007 family memoir, 
The Man in the White Sharkskin Suit: A Jewish Family’s 
Exodus from Old Cairo to the New World. His 
wardrobe also included tailored suits in linen, 
Egyptian cotton, tweed, vicuna, and silk imported 
from India. When the family left Cairo after the 
overthrow of the monarchy, amidst the expulsion 
and exodus of many Jewish people from Egypt, with 
only $212, they also took with them 26 suitcases and 
duffel bags full of clothes, many of which they never 
wore. This was the only way for them to take some of 
their wealth with them. 

Read the full article on The Ploughshares Blog.

http://blog.pshares.org/index.php/the-american-dream-in-the-man-in-the-white-sharkskin-suit/
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