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FUNNY GUY
Home grown comedian Frankie Boyle was planning 

on being a teacher before he stumbled into stand-

up. He lets us in on the joke…

“Don’t do it! It’s rubbish!” chuckles 
Frankie Boyle when we ask him 
what advice he’d offer to any young 

aspiring comedians who might be reading this. 
Ok, so with a regular gig as a panellist on TV’s 

Mock the Week and a sell-out tour currently 
underway, we know Frankie’s yanking our 
chain – being a comedian, it’s what he does 
best. But there’s no chance Frankie Boyle 
thinks his line of work is rubbish. 

Live stand-up is a daunting idea for most 
people, but Glasgow-born Frankie takes it 

all in his stride. And why shouldn’t he? He 
started doing comedy gigs while at teacher 
training college in Edinburgh, and we 

reckon standing up in front of a class of 16-
year-olds is harder work than telling jokes to 

an audience of hundreds. “The teenagers 
were a lot harder,” he agrees. 

“They haven’t paid to get 
in.” What’s more, we 

imagine Frankie’s 
brand of comedy 
would have had him 
sacked by the head 
teacher in about 30 
seconds. After all, 
he’s not afraid to 

be controversial and 
wind folk up – in fact 

he seems to revel in it. 
The best thing about the job? 

“I get to tell people what I think of 
them every night,” he laughs.

But surely there are downsides to the 
job too… the tour buses, the sound 

checks, the hecklers? Strangely enough, 

Frankie says that obsessive fans are his main 
problem. “The stalkers are the worst thing about 
being a comedian,” he says. “I often look at my 
MySpace friends and think about how one day 
one of them will kill me.” We’re pretty sure  
he’s joking. 

Is this man ever serious? Actually, yes. Given his 
performances on Mock the Week, he’s clearly an 
intelligent guy, spending his spare time reading 
books about politics and watching the news. So 
smart in fact, that in 10 years’ time, rather than 
assuming a human form he believes he’ll be 
“travelling the galaxy as a cloud of living data.” 
Yes, quite. But we guess that’d make sense – 
especially since, when he looks in the mirror, 
Frankie says he sees Sam from Quantum Leap. 

Being slightly bonkers obviously helps when 
you’re a comedian, but Frankie claims his pre-
gig ritual – doing sit-ups – also helps. We’re not 
convinced. His big break came when writing for 
Reverend Obadiah Steppenwolfe III. “He really 
opened my eyes to what it was all about,” admits 
Frankie. He’s also got writing credits for a bunch 
of other stuff like Dead Ringers, 8 Out of 10 
Cats and They Think It’s All Over. It seems that 
looking like one of the Proclaimers hasn’t put  
a dampener on Frankie’s success, from  
winning the Daily Telegraph Open Mic  
Award back in 1996 to his latest venture as  
a newspaper columnist. 

For now, we’ll leave Frankie to get on with his 
53 date UK tour, but we’re sure we’ll be seeing 
plenty more of him in the future. There’s still 
time for one last question though, so how does it 
feel to have sold out yet another tour? “It makes 
me feel rich!” We bet he’s not joking either.
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