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From Eastenders to Bollywood 
blockbusters, Broadstairs is a 
hot spot for film and TV makers. 
We speak to the lady who helps 
make the movie magic happen
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What do Danny Dyer and 
Dame Maggie Smith 
have in common?  
Not Downton Abbey 

perhaps, although Dyer once 
announced his acting chops were 
good enough for the ITV flagship’s 
consideration. The answer, my dear,  
is Broadstairs. Both actors are part of 
a rich history of film and television 
filming in one of the country’s most 
scenic and cinematic settings.

From Victoria Gardens to Viking 
Bay, Broadstairs has attracted 
location managers and film crews 
for decades. But its high-speed rail 
link to London has accelerated 
the region’s growth as a uniquely 
desirable backdrop. From Only Fools 
and Horses (1989) to Ricky Gervais’  
Derek (2013), from the Tony Hancock 
biography Hancock and Joan (2008) 
to WWII drama Hurricane (2018), 
Broadstairs has evolved over time as 
a versatile shooting star in its own 
right.

Sharon Kelley has been film and 
communications officer for Thanet 
District Council for ten years, and 
facilitates everything from Harper’s 
Bazaar fashion shoots to Bollywood 
blockbusters. Permission to film on 
the area’s picturesque sandy beaches 
is a common request.

“From London, if you go along 
the north Kent coast, it’s all shingle, 
so the biggest thing we have is our 
sandy beaches,” she says. “We have 
Botany Bay, which is completely 
unspoilt and can be any decade, 
any century. Then you have Viking 
Bay, which is the quintessential 
British holiday destination, with its 
ice creams and beach huts.” Botany 
Bay doubled as munitions-riddled 
Normandy in Dan Snow’s 2012 BBC 
recreation of the D-Day landings; 

Viking Bay hosted the Maggie Smith 
vehicle The Lady in the Van in 2015. 
“I spent some time talking to one of 
the producers, and he said Viking 
Bay was so cinematic because of the 
horseshoe shape, so filming it was 
lovely,” says Kelley. “It just has such a 
great perspective.”

Two of the most high-profile recent 
productions to exploit the locality’s 
distinctive visual character have 
been the Nick Hornby adaptation 
Juliet, Naked (2018), which filmed at 
Morelli’s ice cream parlour (a firm 
location favourite for many years), 
and the Stan’s Ashes (2015) episode 
of Eastenders, which featured Danny 
Dyer’s Carter family mourning 
the loss of the family patriarch in 
Victoria Gardens and Stone Bay. 

“That was like some sort of MI5 
operation,” she says. “It had its 
own codename - Days of Our Lives 
- because we knew it was going to 
attract attention. It was very under 
the radar.”

These are busy times for 
Broadstairs on film. The BBC Films 
project True Things About Me, starring 

Ruth Wilson, begins production in 
the coming weeks, and the story of 
city trader turned charity Everest 
climber David Tait, Sulphur and 
White, shot at various locations 
across the Kent coast, held its 
premiere in early March.

Broadstairs was especially 
enamoured by Sky TV’s Landscape 
Artist of the Year. The crew “fell in 
love with the area, and they came 
and did two heats in 2018. That was 
quite something.” But the filming 
of the Len Goodman BBC nostalgia 
show Holiday of my Lifetime, in which 
Goodman revisits treasured holiday 
destinations with a celebrity guest, is 
one of Kelley’s personal favourites.

“This particular episode featured 
Gyles Brandreth, and both of 
them actually used to holiday in 

Broadstairs in the summer,” she says. 
“Len Goodman’s grandmother used 
to live in a house by the station, and 
Gyles Brandreth used to come for 
the whole six weeks with his mum. 
Just walking around Broadstairs with 
those two was a highlight, because 
they were incredibly entertaining, 
and had such fond memories.”

She reveals that not everyone is 
a fan of Broadstairs most alluring 
feature - it turns out both Goodman 
and Brandreth detest the feeling  
of the beach between their toes. 
“They were saying: ‘We’re so glad 
we’ve got shoes on! We hate the 
sand!’”

 
For more information about  
filming in Kent please contact 
filmoffice@kent.gov.uk

“Broadstairs 
has evolved 
over time as 
a versatile 
shooting star  
in its own right”
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Eastenders filmed at Morellis. Image credit BBC The Lady in the Van filmed at Viking Bay

Holiday of my Lifetime filmed at Viking Bay


