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Bae Watch: King Vader
If you live for the ‘gram, chances are you probably already know and love King Vader. Born 

Dominique Barrett, the 23-year-old’s notoriety started on Vine. His laugh-out-loud funny content 
quickly garnered millions of views per clip. Not long after Vine shut down in 2017, the Maryland 
native seamlessly transitioned to Insta and YouTube, where he now writes, edits, produces, and 
directs original content for 3.5 million followers across both platforms. For instance, his parody 

music video featuring famous horror movie villains getting their groove on to Travis Scott’s 
“Sicko Mode” racked up 1.5 million views alone. On the quest to become the greatest director 
his generation has ever seen, the YouTuber loves playing video games, reading comics, draw-

ing, and boxing, but he also let us in on what his plans for world denomination look like. 
By Princess Gabbara

The Story Behind the Name
When I was a kid, I was obsessed with the 
character Darth Vader to the point where I’d 
go around and have people call me “Vader.” 
Once I got to Vine, I saw this dope creator 
who inspired me to want to be a dope creator, 
too. His name was King Bach and I told my-
self, “If  he can be a King, so can I.” 

Staying Focused
I try to achieve consistent quality. I tell 
myself, “My next video will be my best 
video.” At the end of  the day, I look at my 
YouTube channel as a collection, and since 
I’ve set such a high standard, I just want to 
raise the bar higher and higher. 

A Goal-Getter
I have a goal to become one of  the greatest 
directors of  all time. It’s not something that 
will happen overnight, so I’m willing to put 
in the work to back it up. Since I was a kid, 
I always felt different getting older, and hav-
ing more than 5 million people support me 
worldwide to me is a sign that I’m heading in 
the right direction toward making my goal a 
reality … I just want to change the world; I 
want to inspire people and let them know the 
impossible is possible.

Wise Guy
I had to understand that everybody won’t believe 
in you at first, so you have to make them believe. If  
you do the work [and] back up the talk, the haters 
will eventually turn into supporters. Haters are just 
your biggest fans in disguise.  

Bae Criteria
I love a woman with drive, someone who wants to 
do something and make a difference in this world. 

Taking Chances
I couldn’t ask for a more supportive family … At 
first, they wanted me to do something else like play 
sports and go to college, which is normal because 
at the end of  the day, they want the best for you. 
But once I showed my mom I was serious about 
this, that was the moment she started to trust 
me. Now we are living out in California, and it’s 
because I had the ambition to follow my dreams 
and that’s a great feeling. 

Making the Connection
I absolutely love my subscribers; I feel like I have 
the greatest support system in the world. I love tak-
ing pictures and having conversations with them. 
I’ll run into fans at events, where they’ll give me 
gifts; it’s the sweetest thing in the world. I love ev-
ery single person who supports me. I work so hard 
at what I do, so even if  I just make one person 
smile, that’s good enough for me.
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