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LOCAL TIPS

Take selfies with movie stars

Marina Beach is the go-to place for a morning jog or relaxing evening. A
visit to India’s longest urban beach could be combined with a stop-over
at the Victoria War memorial and a climb to the top of the lighthouse, with
its spectacular views of the promenade, heritage buildings on Marina
road, and azure waters of the Bay of Bengal. 
 
Meanwhile, make sure to take a snap alongside a movie star. Life-size
cutouts of Indian stars adorn the entrances to the handful of photo
studios on the beach. You can click outside or go inside for a more
professional look. Fancy a click with Tamil megastar Rajinikanth? Pay
₹100, and pose as you please. 
 

SELF-GUIDED LESS THAN AN HOUR

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

A�ernoons and evenings.

How much does it cost?

About INR100 - INR200.

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from
Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of
life for me, as I am married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for
architecture, art, and culture and am an avid vegetarian foodie. I am also
an educator and have briefly worked in the corporate sector.
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Marina Beach
Triplicane, Chennai, Tamil Nadu  Directions

View larger map

Eswaran Anantharaman
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LOCAL TIPS

Experience the Maargazhi music festival

The Maargazhi music and dance festival happens on a large scale throughout Chennai during the Tamil holy
months of December and January. The Tamil month of Maargazhi is a period of heightened spiritual and
cultural pursuits across the state of Tamil Nadu.  
 
The modern version of the Maargazhi festival was started to showcase India’s rich culture and to revolt
against the imposition of Christian festivals by the colonists. In Chennai, it’s a season of frenetic dance,
drama, and musical shows across the city. 
 
If you want to witness the ancient way of Maargazhi celebrations, head to the Mada Streets (the four streets
that surround ancient temples) in Mylapore before dawn during Maargazhi. You will see women with wet
hair waiting outside their homes while men walk down the street, singing bhajans (devotional songs) and
playing ancient drums. 
 
Approximately 3,000 concerts take place across Chennai at various locations during this month-long
festival season, the major hub being The Music Academy, Madras. 
 

SELF-GUIDED

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

Mornings, a�ernoons, and evenings.

The festival season sta�s at the onset of the Tamil month of Maargazhi (usually mid-

December)

How much does it cost?

It's free.

Witnessing the traditional Maargazhi street festivities is free. However, to see a show at The

Music Academy or other pe�ormance venue, you'll need to purchase a ticket.

Do you have any tips?

Some temples host classical carnatic music and bharatanatyam dance conce�s, free of

charge

Is there an o�cial website?

Yes, you can visit musicacademymadras.in

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from
Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life for me, as I am married to a
defence officer. I have a penchant for architecture, art, and culture and am an avid vegetarian foodie. I am
also an educator and have briefly worked in the corporate sector.
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Pudupet
Gopalapuram, Chennai, Tamil Nadu

View larger map

polkajunction.com

Meenakshi J.

Read more

Chennai ̕ ̾



LOCAL TIPS

Enter a state of wedded bliss

Sri Vadapalani Murugan Temple (or Vadapalani Andavar temple), dedicated to Lord Muruga,
is considered a sacred and auspicious place for marriages and other religious ceremonies. 
 
It is widely believed that the main idol blesses newly married couples with health and
prosperity. Around 7,000 marriage ceremonies are estimated to take place every year at the
temple, and it claims a record of having conducted the most weddings – 105 – in a single
day. Stop in and chances are good that you might see the rituals of a Tamil ceremony for
yourself. 
 
This temple, a popular stop for tourists, has a large courtyard from which one can admire the
108 gestures of the classical dance form of Bharatanatyam chiselled onto the 40-meter-high
eastern tower. 
 
 

SELF-GUIDED INDOORS LESS THAN AN HOUR

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

Mornings and evenings.

How much does it cost?

It's free.

Do you have any tips?

The temple may get crowded during festivals

Is there an o�cial website?

Yes, you can visit vadapalaniandava�emple.tnhrce.in

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from
Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life for me, as I am
married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for architecture, art, and culture and am an
avid vegetarian foodie. I am also an educator and have briefly worked in the corporate
sector.
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Palani Andavar Koil St
Vadapalani, Chennai, Tamil Nadu
600026

View larger map

L.vivian.richard at English Wikipedia (CC BY-
SA 3.0)
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LOCAL TIPS

Admire saris among frenzied shoppers

The stretch from North Usman Road to Ranganathar Street in T. Nagar is lined with both

permanent shopping outlets and mobile kiosks.  

 

Window shop as you make your way down Ranganathar Street. Be aware that frenzied crowds

descend on the streets of T. Nagar to shop at the umpteen wholesale and retail outlets on

weekends during the festival season. Record crowds have been witnessed over the years,

making it a big spectacle for tourists. 

 

One of the most popular textile showrooms is Kumaran Silks. If you are looking to buy

Kanjeevaram silk saris as souvenirs, this is where to go. Families from across Tamil Nadu

consider Kumaran Silks to be their lucky charm and have shopped here for generations,

especially for the bridal trousseau. 

 

 

SELF-GUIDED

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

Evenings.

How much does it cost?

It's free.

Pure Kanjeevaram silk saris sta� at about ₹3000

Do you have any tips?

Beware of pickpockets among the crowds

Is there an o�cial website?

Yes, you can visit www.kumaransilksonline.com

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from

Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life for me, as I am

married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for architecture, art, and culture and am an avid

vegetarian foodie. I am also an educator and have briefly worked in the corporate sector.
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Ranganathan St
Postal Colony, T. Nagar, Chennai,
Tamil Nadu 600017

View larger map

Eswaran Anantharaman
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LOCAL TIPS

Celebrate the festival of 63 saints

The Tamil month of Panguni falls between mid-March and mid-April. The
Kapaleeswarar Temple in Mylapore celebrates the onset of this season as Panguni
Peruvizha (Spring Festival). It’s a dazzling 12-day celebration, with shifting dates
each year, when devotees throng the temple and the makeshift shops and eateries
that crop up around the temple premises.  
 
The highlight of the festival is the Arubathimoovar Peruvizha (or procession of the 63
saints) on the eighth day, which draws major crowds. The saints were proponents of
Saivism and ardent devotees of Lord Shiva and were also involved in the Bhakti
movement, which created a wave of devotion in South India. All 63 Nayanmar idols
follow the Kapaleeshwarar idol on this procession in a ritual glorifying the role of
these saints. The imposing procession of palanquins carrying the bronze idols in a
rhythmic movement is truly a majestic sight.  

SELF-GUIDED

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

Mornings.

How much does it cost?

It's free.

Is there an o�cial website?

Yes, you can visit www.mylaikapaleeswarar.tnhrce.in

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from
Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life for me,
as I am married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for architecture, art, and
culture and am an avid vegetarian foodie. I am also an educator and have briefly
worked in the corporate sector.
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Arulmigu Kapaleeswarar Tem…
Kapaleesvarar, Kesava Perumal
Sannathi St, Vinayaka Nagar Colony,
Mylapore, Chennai, Tamil Nadu
600004

4.7  10,194 reviews

View larger map

Jothi Balaji/CC-BY-SA-3.0
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LOCAL TIPS

Get close to crocodiles

The Madras Crocodile Bank Trust is a place to get closer to these reptiles in their natural

environment. Established in 1976 to secure breeding populations of the three species of Indian

crocodile – the mugger, the saltwater, and the rare gharial – the facility is now one of the largest

crocodile sanctuaries in Asia. 

 

Today, it is home to 17 species, three of which are listed as critically endangered and another

three listed as threatened. Apart from crocodiles, the sanctuary attracts up to 60 species of

birds, thanks to its ponds and rich natural vegetation, and includes a secure nesting beach for

the Olive Ridley sea turtle. 

 

The park is also home to the Irula Snake Catchers’ Industrial Cooperative Society, one of the

only approved snake-venom extraction centers in India, which holds daily extraction shows for

visitors. 

SELF-GUIDED

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

The center is closed Mondays

How much does it cost?

About INR30 - INR200.

Entry is ₹30 for children and ₹60 for adults. Night safaris cost ₹100 for children

and ₹200 for adults.

Do you have any tips?

Arrive early to avoid large crowds

Is there an o�cial website?

Yes, you can visit www.madrascrocodilebank.org

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from

Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life for me, as I am

married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for architecture, art, and culture and am an avid

vegetarian foodie. I am also an educator and have briefly worked in the corporate sector.
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The Madras Crocodile Bank Tr…
Post Bag No 4, Mahabalipuram, Tamil
Nadu 603104

4.4  10,605 reviews

View larger map

Sumit Bisht/CC BY-SA 4.0 Wikimedia Commons
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LOCAL TIPS

Get hip to 'mess' culture

Mylapore is famous for its “mess” culture: eateries favored by bachelors, students, and
backpackers that offer fresh vegetarian fare at affordable prices.  
 
Popular among the locals for its traditional Tamil snacks is Rayar's Mess. Family-run
since 1935, the mess opens at 7 AM to a long queue of customers waiting to dig in to
their breakfast. The place gets filled quickly, as it accommodates just 16 people. 
 
You can savor hot idli (steamed rice cakes), vada (fritters), and pongal (a spicy rice dish
with lentils), served on banana leaves, often with sambar (a tangy, lentil-based vegetable
stew) and chutneys as accompaniments. All are delectable and easy on the pocket. 
 
After you eat, have a cup of filter coffee on the porch while waiting for one of the family
members to tally the bill. Be sure to remember exactly what you had, as billing here is
based purely on trust. 
 

SELF-GUIDED INDOORS

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

Mornings and evenings.

The eatery is open 7–10 AM for breakfast and 3–6:30 PM for snacks. It's

closed Sundays.

How much does it cost?

About INR10 - INR50.

Some accompaniments may have extra charges.

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from
Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life for me, as I
am married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for architecture, art, and culture and
am an avid vegetarian foodie. I am also an educator and have briefly worked in the
corporate sector.
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31, Arundale St
31, Arundale St,
Madhavaperumalpuram, Mylapore,
Chennai, Tamil Nadu 600004

View larger map

Eswaran Anantharaman
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LOCAL TIPS

Take part in a celebration of dolls

Bommai Golu (or Navaratri Golu) is the nine-day doll festival of Tamil Nadu. It is celebrated
during Navratri in September and October across Tamil households and is an occasion for
families and friends to get together and introduce Indian culture to younger generations. 
 
The clay and wood dolls displayed during Bommai Golu represent mythological characters,
celestial beings, and the Hindu pantheon. They are traditionally displayed on a series of steps. 
 
The best place to glimpse the vibrant festivities associated with Golu is in a household. Many
residents, especially in Mylapore, welcome unknown guests with open arms. The ancient
temples of Chennai also display their collections of dolls. 
 
The North Mada Street is ideal to experience the frenzy of Golu shopping and displays of dolls
for sale. The Venkatesa Agraharam area in Mylapore celebrates Golu with all its traditions and is
the best area to witness the festivities in a household. 
 
Alternatively, visit the Kapaleeswarar Temple in Mylapore to witness Golu celebrations built
around sustainability and socialization. 

SELF-GUIDED INDOORS

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

Evenings.

The festivities ramp up a�er 6 PM

How much does it cost?

It's free.

Do you have any tips?

Leave your footwear at the door when visiting a household during Bommai Golu

Buy fruits and �owers as o�erings when visiting homes and temples

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from
Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life for me, as I am
married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for architecture, art, and culture and am an avid
vegetarian foodie. I am also an educator and have briefly worked in the corporate sector.
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Venkatesa Agraharam
Mylapore, Chennai, Tamil Nadu

View larger map

polkajunction.com

Meenakshi J.

Read more
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LOCAL TIPS

Let humanoids serve you lunch

Have a meal from the future at Robot, helmed by a team of humanoid waitresses. 
 
As you enter the premises, collect a token at reception, then wait to be escorted
inside by human staff. Read the menu and place your order through tablets on
each table. When the order is ready, the robots bring the dishes to the table (with
human help when needed). The robots move on a specified magnetic trail and are
installed with proximity sensors. Don’t worry about spillage – they don’t typically
serve beverages. 
 
The restaurant serves both vegetarian and non-vegetarian Thai and Chinese fare.
The fried momo dumplings and Shanghai fried rice are quite popular. 
 

SELF-GUIDED INDOORS

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

A�ernoons and evenings.

How much does it cost?

About INR100 - INR1,000.

Is there an o�cial website?

Yes, you can visit robotrestaurant.in

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from
Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life for me,
as I am married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for architecture, art, and
culture and am an avid vegetarian foodie. I am also an educator and have briefly
worked in the corporate sector.
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208
3, Old Mahabalipuram Rd, Kamaraj

Nagar, Semmancheri, Chennai, Tamil

Nadu 600119

View larger map

Ontwerpe
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LOCAL TIPS

Visit the oldest book store in India

Abel Joshua Higginbotham, a British seaman, founded his bookstore in 1844,

selling religious texts. Now India’s longest-running bookstore, Higginbothams

carries a huge range from its iconic Victorian-Gothic building, a landmark on

Mount Road, and was appointed as the official bookseller to His Royal

Highness, the Prince of Wales, during the latter’s visit to India in 1875. 

 

Apart from its wide collection of books in all genres, the store provides a visual

treat to readers with its charming old interiors, featuring a checkered Italian

marble floor, wooden staircase, and vibrant stained glass. 

 

SELF-GUIDED INDOORS

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

Mornings, a�ernoons, and evenings.

How much does it cost?

It's free.

Do you have any tips?

There is a rich collection of books on Tamil literature

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from

Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life for

me, as I am married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for architecture, art,

and culture and am an avid vegetarian foodie. I am also an educator and have

briefly worked in the corporate sector.
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Higginbothams Private Limited

LIC Building, 116, Anna Salai, near

Regional Passport O�ce, Anna Salai,

Triplicane, Chennai, Tamil Nadu

600002

4.3  2,050 reviews

View larger map

Ravichandar84 (CC BY-SA 3.0 )

Wikimedia Commons
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LOCAL TIPS

Visit the Westminster Abbey of the East

St. Mary’s Church is said to be the oldest Anglican church in Asia and the oldest British
building in India. It was built in 1680 with voluntary contributions from the English as a
place of worship for those who lived inside Fort St. George. The foundation was laid on
the Annunciation day of the Virgin Mary. 
 
The building consists of a nave and two aisles with a polished lime finish. The
neoclassical tower that is synonymous with the church is a later addition, from the 18th
century. Don’t miss the gigantic pipe organ that stands in an alcove to the left, as well as
a painting of “The Last Supper” that hangs on a window.  
 
Many personalities have been married here, including Elihu Yale (after whom Yale
University was named) and Robert Clive, the controversial British military leader who
oversaw the British East India Company. 
 
 
 

SELF-GUIDED INDOORS LESS THAN AN HOUR

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

Mornings.

How much does it cost?

It's free.

Do you have any tips?

Sunday Mass in English is held at 8:30 AM and 6 PM

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from
Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life for me, as I
am married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for architecture, art, and culture and
am an avid vegetarian foodie. I am also an educator and have briefly worked in the
corporate sector.
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Rajaji Rd
Fort St George, Chennai, Tamil Nadu

View larger map
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