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15 local tips

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life for me, as I am married to a defence officer. I have a penchant
for architecture, art, and culture and am an avid vegetarian foodie. I am also an educator and have briefly worked in the corporate sector.
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LOCAL TIPS

See the setting for a great love story

 

The British (or Koti) Residency near the crowded bus stop was once a footnote in history and

is now a restored gem.  

 

Today the building is part of the Women’s College at Koti, but it was the backdrop for an 18th-

century love story. The residency was built in 1798 for the British lieutenant colonel James

Achilles Kirkpatrick who is infamous for his penchant for Mughal style costumes, hookah, and

betel nuts. The heritage structure boasts of a fusion architecture with Palladian-styled north

facade and an Indian-styled south front with long latticed corridors. Kirkpatrick has been

immortalized by William Dalrymple in his popular novel "White Mughals: Love and Betrayal in

Eighteenth-Century India," as the protagonist around whom the story is built. Kirkpatrick fell in

love with a Hyderabadi noblewoman, Khair un Nissa, faced the ire of the British Empire,

converted to Islam to marry her, and built the mansion for his bride. Unfortunately, he died a

few years later.  

 

Visitors can marvel at the neoclassical architecture style, 40 feet high Corinthian pillars, an

opulent marble staircase, chandeliers believed to be procured from King William IV's palace

and its close resemblance to the White House. 

SELF-GUIDED GOOD FOR DATES

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

Mornings and a�ernoons.

Best to visit over the weekends.

How much does it cost?

It's free.

Do you have any tips?

For avid readers, there are o�en book sellers hawking second-hand novels

outside the Residency.

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from

Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life for me, as I am

married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for architecture, art, and culture and am an avid

vegetarian foodie. I am also an educator and have briefly worked in the corporate sector.

Map data ©2019Report a map error

Main Rd
Esamiya Bazaar, Koti, Hyderabad,

Telangana

View larger map

DDAbernethy (CC BY-SA 2.0) Wikimedia

Commons

Hyderabad ̕ ̾



LOCAL TIPS

Bite into crisp Irani samosas

Gorge on Irani samosas (a triangular stuffed delicacy) from a conical paper

wrapper, just like a Hyderabadi. 

 

The onion samosas, which are the most popular variant of Irani samosas in

Hyderabad, are made with a stuffing of chopped onions and flattened rice

flakes. There are no potatoes used in this relatively small and crispy samosa,

unlike the bigger aloo version. These delectable snacks are typically sold by

the dozen and are available in most tea stalls and bakeries. 

 

Alpha Hotel near Secunderabad railway station is an especially popular

place to try them, taken alongside hot chai. 

SELF-GUIDED LESS THAN AN HOUR

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

Mornings, a�ernoons, evenings, and nights.

How much does it cost?

About INR2 - INR20.

Usually , these samosas are bought by the dozen

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from

Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life

for me, as I am married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for

architecture, art, and culture and am an avid vegetarian foodie. I am also an

educator and have briefly worked in the corporate sector.

Map data ©2019Report a map error

Alpha Hotel

Secunderabad Railway Station Road,
opposite to Railway Station, Shivaji
Nagar, Secunderabad, Telangana
500003  

Directions

3.8  10,951 reviews

View larger map

Amy CC-BY-2.0

Hyderabad ̕ ̾



LOCAL TIPS

Bite into noodle-topped aloo toasts

At the Pot Market, known for its stalls selling accessories, Rajasthani

chaat (snack) vendors sell an item that has its origins in Hyderabad: aloo

toast.  

 

The snack is made with slices of dried bread stuffed with potato filling;

these are roasted, smeared with various sweet and spicy chutneys, then

sprinkled on top with spices. It is served topped with a generous mixture

of chopped onions, coriander leaves, and sev (small pieces of thin

crunchy noodles made from chickpea flour paste), giving it a distinctive

look. 

 

Uncommon in other parts of India, aloo toast is a must-try in Hyderabad. 

 

SELF-GUIDED LESS THAN AN HOUR

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

Evenings.

How much does it cost?

About INR20 - INR45.

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from

Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life

for me, as I am married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for

architecture, art, and culture and am an avid vegetarian foodie. I am also

an educator and have briefly worked in the corporate sector.

Map data ©2019Report a map error

Pot Market
Monda Market, Shivaji Nagar,

Hyderabad, Telangana 500003  
Directions

View larger map

PolkaJunction

Hyderabad ̕ ̾



LOCAL TIPS

Dig into a 'happy heart' dessert

Dilkhush, which translates to “happy heart,” is a South Indian dessert that
consists of a large bun stuffed with coconut, “tutti frutti” (minced candied
papaya), raisins, cashews, and cream mixed with leftover cake crumbs.
Typically cut into triangular slices, It’s one of a number of popular
Hyderabadi bakery items – including the Osmania biscuit, Chand biscuit,
and sheermal – that have Iranian and British influences.  
 
Golden Bakery, adjoining the 200-year-old Sri Ganesh temple near
Secunderabad railway station, makes a perfect dilkhush in a few varieties.
With a minced sweet dough, this bakery item is a delicacy that shouldn’t be
missed. They make scrumptious cake-biscuits and cream rolls too. 

SELF-GUIDED INDOORS LESS THAN AN HOUR

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

Mornings, a�ernoons, and evenings.

How much does it cost?

About INR12 - INR20.

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from
Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life
for me, as I am married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for
architecture, art, and culture and am an avid vegetarian foodie. I am also an
educator and have briefly worked in the corporate sector.

Map data ©2019Report a map error

Golden Bakery
10-3-681,Station Road,Near Ganesh
Mandir,Secundrabad., Secunderabad,
Telangana 500025  

Directions

4.1  76 reviews

View larger map

Vivek Lakshmanan

Hyderabad ̕ ̾



LOCAL TIPS

Give the kids a rich intro to science

The Birla Science Centre, perched high on the Naubath Pahad (Drum Beat Rock), offers a

multifaceted experience. The complex is dedicated to the late Shri Braj Mohan Birla, a captain of

industry whose family is referred to as the Rockefellers of India. 

 

The Science Museum at the complex houses the Dinosaurium, with its fossil of Kotasaurus, as well

as an interactive science hall with puzzles, optical illusions, and other exhibits based on physics.

Also here is the Archaeology and Dolls Museum, which exhibits some of the findings from

excavations at Veerapuram, dating from the early Neolithic period to 400 AD; stone sculptures,

divided into Buddhist, Jain, and Hindu sections; and palm-leaf manuscripts in Sanskrit, Telugu, and

other languages. 

 

A separate facility holds an observatory and the 3D Universe exhibit, which delves deep into the

ocean. Finally, a planetarium offers several shows per day in its Sky Theatre. 

 

 

SELF-GUIDED INDOORS GOOD FOR KIDS

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

Mornings.

The planetarium is closed the last Thursday of every month, and children under 4 are

not allowed.

How much does it cost?

About INR30 - INR200.

Do you have any tips?

There is a joint ticket for all the a�ractions. Tickets for individual a�ractions are also

available.

Is there an o�cial website?

Yes, you can visit www.birlasciencecentre.org

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from

Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life for me, as I am married

to a defence officer. I have a penchant for architecture, art, and culture and am an avid vegetarian

foodie. I am also an educator and have briefly worked in the corporate sector.

Map data ©2019Report a map error

B.M. Birla Science Museum
Near Birla Mandir, Saifabad, Adarsh

Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana 500004

4.3  4,192 reviews

View larger map

Meenakshi J.

Hyderabad ̕ ̾



LOCAL TIPS

Gorge on sandwiches like a local

Tucked away in the by-lanes of the happening MG Road is Sri Narsing

Bhelpuri & Juice Centre. 

 

Despite the name, it’s famous for its grilled vegetarian sandwiches, which

temper the hunger pangs of the merchants, businesspeople, and

shoppers who throng the place on weekdays. Grilled to perfection with a

wide variety of chutneys, these non-Subway sandwiches are perfect take-

away eats as you shop in the nearby General Bazaar. 

 

One of the city’s early entrants into the sandwich business and still very

popular in Secunderabad, this affordable option is a must-try. 

 

SELF-GUIDED INDOORS LESS THAN AN HOUR

Answers from the local expe�

How much does it cost?

About INR30 - INR100.

Do you have any tips?

Best for a take-away

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from

Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life

for me, as I am married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for

architecture, art, and culture and am an avid vegetarian foodie. I am also

an educator and have briefly worked in the corporate sector.

Map data ©2019Report a map error

Ram Gopalpet Police Station
Mahatma Gandhi Rd, Near Fly Over,

General Bazaar, Ramgopalpet,

Secunderabad, Telangana 500003  

Directions

3.2  10 reviews

View larger map

Vivek Lakshmanan

Hyderabad ̕ ̾



LOCAL TIPS

Grab a slice of pizza

You may be surrounded by incredible local cuisine, but sometimes you just

have to have a slice. Pizza Den is the one of the best-kept secrets of

Secunderabad. This hole in the wall dishes out some of the tastiest – and

easiest on the pocket – vegetarian pizzas in the twin cities. 

 

There are traditional options such as a basic cheese or mushroom pie, while

Desi Masala, Spicy Paneer, and Hot ’n’ Spicy Mexican varieties keep things

interesting. Also try the delicious house-made soft ice creams. 

 

Pizza Den gives stiff competition to branded pizza outlets. Local families

flock here on weekends – the lack of space does nothing to deter them from

their pizza. 

SELF-GUIDED LESS THAN AN HOUR

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

Evenings.

Weekdays are ideal, with less crowds

How much does it cost?

About INR160 - INR200.

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from

Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life

for me, as I am married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for

architecture, art, and culture and am an avid vegetarian foodie. I am also an

educator and have briefly worked in the corporate sector.

Map data ©2019Report a map error

Pizza Den
Shop No-7, Paradise Complex, PG

Road, Railway O�cer Colony,

Secunderabad, Telangana 500006  

Directions

4.4  3,231 reviews

View larger map

Vivek Lakshmanan

Hyderabad ̕ ̾



LOCAL TIPS

Gulp a minty-fresh pudina paani

Come summer, the streets of Hyderabad are lined with pushcarts decked

out as mini-herbariums. Lined with red cloth and adorned with mint leaves

and fresh lemons, the carts are filled with huge cauldrons of pudina paani.  

 

Made from lemons, mint, fennel seeds, pepper, cumin seeds, neem paste,

and carom (caraway) seeds mixed in water with a dash of jaljira powder (a

spice mix), this cheap and chilled beverage is much sought-after in the twin

cities of Hyderabad and Secunderabad.  

 

The stretch from Tarnaka to Mettuguda metro stations has plenty of these

vendors. You can quench your thirst with this delicious Hyderabadi

beverage, which is much cheaper – and healthier – than sodas. 

SELF-GUIDED LESS THAN AN HOUR

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

A�ernoons and evenings.

It's best in the summer

How much does it cost?

About INR10 - INR20.

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from

Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life

for me, as I am married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for

architecture, art, and culture and am an avid vegetarian foodie. I am also an

educator and have briefly worked in the corporate sector.

Map data ©2019Report a map error

Keshav Nagar Colony
Secunderabad, Telangana  Directions

View larger map

Keerthi Vydyula

Hyderabad ̕ ̾



LOCAL TIPS

Lick up handmade fruit ice cream

Famous Ice Cream has been selling its wares from under the arches of the
Moazzamjahi Market since 1951. 
 
This shop is extremely popular for its handmade fruit flavors, which feature
local, seasonal ingredients like muskmelon, mango, lychee, and custard
apple. Made with just the fruit plus milk and sugar, the ice creams are not as
creamy as some other varieties but are extremely refreshing and flavorful.
They have no added preservatives or colorings. 
 
Famous continues to draw crowds due to its quality and tradition. It's a great
spot for mingling with local families, who throng the place after dinner. 

SELF-GUIDED LESS THAN AN HOUR

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

Evenings and nights.

It's best in the summer

How much does it cost?

About INR20 - INR250.

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from
Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life
for me, as I am married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for
architecture, art, and culture and am an avid vegetarian foodie. I am also an
educator and have briefly worked in the corporate sector.

Map data ©2019Report a map error

Famous Ice Cream
No.3-4-350, Nampally Station Road,

Inside Clock Tower, Mozzamjahi

Market, Abids, Hyderabad, Telangana

500001  

Directions

4.2  4,671 reviews

View larger map

PolkaJunction

Hyderabad ̕ ̾



LOCAL TIPS

Meet up with a mummy

One of the oldest and largest parks in the twin cities is the Bagh-e-Aam,
popularly known as the Public Gardens, which was opened to the public in
1864 by the Nizams. The sprawling premises house many Indo-Saracenic
structures of importance, including the Telangana State Archaeological
Museum. This rich repository of bygones is the oldest museum in
Hyderabad, and its most famous citizen is the Egyptian mummy of Princess
Naishu, reportedly brought to the city in 1920 after being purchased for
1,000 pounds.  
 
After you’ve visited the 4,500-year-old princess, one of only six Egyptian
mummies in India, explore the rest of the Public Gardens, including the
monumental statue of Mahatma Gandhi in prayer posture. 

SELF-GUIDED

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

Mornings and evenings.

The museum is closed Fridays

How much does it cost?

About INR20 - INR50.

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from
Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life
for me, as I am married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for
architecture, art, and culture and am an avid vegetarian foodie. I am also an
educator and have briefly worked in the corporate sector.

Map data ©2019Report a map error

Telangana State Archaeology …
5-10-193, I Floor, H A C A Bhavan, P G

Road, Near Control Room,

Hyderabad, Telangana 500004  

Directions

4.2  567 reviews

View larger map

Adityamadhav83 / CC BY-SA 3.0

Hyderabad ̕ ̾



LOCAL TIPS

Savor a sweet Turkish treat

Certified by the last Nizam, Hameedi Confectioners was the official sweet

shop of the erstwhile rulers of Hyderabad. Located opposite the legendary

Moazzamjahi Market, this place has been in the confectionery business for

more than 100 years, doling out rare Nizami sweets with Turkish origins.  

 

Jauzi halwa (or halva), containing the Turkish spice jauzi (nutmeg) and

decorated with silver foil topped by almonds and cashews, is the shop’s

signature delicacy. Be sure to also try the Ashrafi, which is yellow (from

saffron), the royal color of the Nizams, and has Arabic impressions on its

surface.  

 

 

SELF-GUIDED INDOORS LESS THAN AN HOUR

Answers from the local expe�

How much does it cost?

About INR100 - INR1,500.

Is there an o�cial website?

Yes, you can visit hameediconfectioners.com

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from

Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life

for me, as I am married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for

architecture, art, and culture and am an avid vegetarian foodie. I am also

an educator and have briefly worked in the corporate sector.

Map data ©2019Report a map error

Hameedi Confectioners

5- 5-513, Mozamjahi Market,
Telangana 500001  

Directions

4.4  444 reviews

View larger map

Hameedi Confectioners

Hyderabad ̕ ̾



LOCAL TIPS

Spy birds at a city lake

In the middle of Safilguda Lake (aka Nadimi Cheruvu) there is a breeding
ground for migratory birds. Nadimi Bird Island is home to more than 50
species, including kingfishers, pond herons, teals, cuckoos, parrots, and
storks. The best time to see birds is in the winter, when the water levels
are highest. 
 
The 5-acre lake was restored in 2000, but be warned: There are signs that
it is becoming polluted. Still, it's a pretty spot, and many birds can be
seen from around the circumference, which has a well-laid pathway and
lush greenery. It’s a popular place for city residents to jog and take
evening strolls.  

SELF-GUIDED

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

Mornings.

The best time to see bird activity is before 9 AM

How much does it cost?

It's free.

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from
Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life
for me, as I am married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for
architecture, art, and culture and am an avid vegetarian foodie. I am also
an educator and have briefly worked in the corporate sector.

Map data ©2019Report a map error

Sa�lguda Lake
Secunderabad, Telangana 500047  Directions

4.0  180 reviews

View larger map

Meenakshi J.

Hyderabad ̕ ̾



LOCAL TIPS

Stroll along the Nizams' shopping

arcade

Glossy modern malls pale in comparison to the beautifully built, semi-circular
Moazzamjahi Market. This granite shopping plaza, built in 1936, was
influenced by Indo-Saracenic architecture, complete with a watchtower by Mir
Osman Ali Khan (the last Nizam of Hyderabad), and named after his second
son, Moazzam Nawab Jah Bahadur. 
 
MJ Market (as it is known) spreads over 1.77 acres. It’s home to almost 120
shops selling groceries, produce, pottery, and other goods. A walk around the
market while feeding the pigeons that gather in the courtyard of the semi-
circular arcade is a glimpse into Hyderabadi culture. With its beautiful
archways, vibrant wooden doors, and spiral stone staircases, the market is a
trip back to the Nizam era.  
 
 

SELF-GUIDED

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

It's best in the winter

How much does it cost?

It's free.

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from
Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life for
me, as I am married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for architecture, art,
and culture and am an avid vegetarian foodie. I am also an educator and have
briefly worked in the corporate sector.

Map data ©2019Report a map error

Chandra Vihar
Old Kattal Mandi, Abids, Hyderabad,
Telangana 500001  

Directions

View larger map

PolkaJunction

Hyderabad ̕ ̾



LOCAL TIPS

Take in Cheriyal street art

Street art is most often associated with graffiti, but the ancient Cheriyal paintings
across the metro pillars of Secunderabad debunk that notion. 
 
Cheriyal paintings are miniature scroll paintings originating from a village of that name
on the outskirts of Hyderabad. These paintings are often compared with the
Pattachitra works of Odisha and Bengal; however, Cheriyal paintings have their own
ethos, with themes woven around earthy topics, rather than mystical. They are rooted
in everyday traditions and happenings and in the beauty of presumably “unfanciful”
professions. 
 
Roughly 10 street-art versions of Cheriyal paintings can be seen in Secunderabad,
starting with the metro pillar opposite Apollo Hospitals near Sangeet Theatre Junction
on St. Johns Road and continuing north, then heading west toward the YMCA on
Sardar Patel (SP) Road. 

SELF-GUIDED LESS THAN AN HOUR

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

Mornings.

How much does it cost?

It's free.

Do you have any tips?

You may also visit Cheriyal village to experience the a�ists working on

miniature scroll paintings

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from
Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life for me, as I
am married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for architecture, art, and culture and
am an avid vegetarian foodie. I am also an educator and have briefly worked in the
corporate sector.

Map data ©2019Report a map error

Apollo Hospitals

School, Pollicetty Towers, St. John's

Road, Bhagyanagar Colony Beside

Keyes High, Secunderabad,

Telangana 500003  

Directions

3.9  471 reviews

View larger map

polkajunction.com

Meenakshi J.

Read more

Take in Cheriyal street a� ̕ ̾



LOCAL TIPS

Visit a digitally active ancient temple

Situated beside a mosque and near the Secunderabad railway station is the highly
revered Sri Ganesh temple, where the presiding deity is Lord Ganesh, the elephant god. 
 
The idol here is supposedly unique, with one of the four hands of Lord Ganesh resting on
his right thigh and the others holding various weapons. According to legend, this idol was
found in 1862 by the Madras Regiment as they dug a well for potable water. The sepoys,
who found the year “1824” engraved under the idol, installed it in a temple built according
to ancient architectural plans. Later, additional shrines for various deities were
constructed, expanding the temple premises. Thus, this 200-year-old temple has been a
witness to the Nizam rule, the Colonial rule, and the Indian Freedom Movement.  
 
But Sri Ganesh temple also has impressive modern attributes: It’s the first Telangana
temple to have online capabilities that facilitate booking tickets for daily pujas (acts of
worship) and prasadam (divine offerings), among other services.  

SELF-GUIDED INDOORS LESS THAN AN HOUR

Answers from the local expe�

When is the best time to visit?

Mornings and evenings.

Best to visit in the morning when it is less crowded

How much does it cost?

It's free.

Is there an o�cial website?

Yes, you can visit www.ganeshtemplesec.telangana.gov.in

Location

About the local expe�

Local recommendation from
Meenakshi J.

I am a travel blogger, travel writer, and book reviewer. Travel is a way of life for me, as I
am married to a defence officer. I have a penchant for architecture, art, and culture and
am an avid vegetarian foodie. I am also an educator and have briefly worked in the
corporate sector.

Map data ©2019Report a map error

Regimental Bazar Main Rd
Railway O�cer Colony, Botiguda,
Bhoiguda, Hyderabad, Telangana
500003  

Directions

View larger map

Vivek Lakshmanan

Hyderabad ̕ ̾


