
tips and tricks

Learn basic techniques to shoot l ike a
pro with your phone.

Fun photo projects

Put your knowledge into practice with 10
creative photo exercises.

Share

Join a community of other passionate
phone photographers.  Share your
photos and win prizes.
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SHOOT LIKE A PRO

Phone

photography

doesn’t have to

be scary or

overwhelming. 

Learn how to use your phone’s
camera as best you can to get
impressive shots. It’s not as
complicated as you may think. A
few tips and tricks, some practice,
and you’re on your way to shooting
like a pro with your smartphone.

Get out of auto mode and use your camera’s
manual features to gain control of your
photos. 
 
Have you heard about the exposure triangle?
We’ll get into it and break it down for you so
you can understand it easily.
 
Photos should tell stories. It’s not simply
pressing a button. Learn the power of
composition and how it affects your photos.
 
Light! You can’t take photos without light. 
Learn how to use natural and artificial light. 
 
What’s HDR? How do you use filters? We’ll
explain some of the main features of your
phone.
 
Get practicing. We’ve designed some fun
photo projects for you to put all your new
knowledge to good use.
 

“The best thing
about a picture is
that it never
changes, even
when the people
in it do.”
— Andy Warhol
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GET OUT OF AUTO MODE

 

 

Shooting in automatic mode is the standard for most
people who take photos with their phones. Cameras
are pretty good at detecting light and points of
interest and do a fairly good job at taking well-
exposed photos.
 
But what if you took control and told your camera
exactly where to focus and how to handle light? What
if you wanted to get more creative and do some cool
shots? This is where it becomes important to
understand the manual features on your phone. 
 
Photography is made up of three essential
components. ISO, shutter speed, and aperture. They all
work together to provide a perfectly exposed shot.
 

Understanding the EXPOSURE
TRIANGLE is essential if you want
to understand photography.

LEARN MANUAL FEATURES

            ISO

SHUTTER SPEED

       APERTURE
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E X P O S U R E
T R I A N G L E
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Aperture: Also called f-stop, controls the
depth of field. Ever see those blurry
backgrounds? This is achieved with a small f-
stop number, f2 for example. The higher the
number, the less separation with the
background.

Shutter speed: This is the function that tells your
camera how fast to take the photo. You'll see
numbers like 1/200, for example. The lower the
number the slower the speed. This is great for
capturing trail lights and smooth flowing water.
Remember that when the shutter speed is slow,
the camera needs to be stabilized. This is where a
tripod comes in very handy.

ISO: This is the number you use to tell the
camera how much light to let in. The lower the
number, the less sensitive it is - Good for bright
light situations (100). Nighttime or indoor photos
need a higher ISO number(400+).

PLAY WITH THE MANUAL
SETTINGS!

https://www.kobratech.com/collections/all/products/triflex-mini-tripod


Raise the ISO number when the
light is not sufficient.

Slow the shutter speed if you
want to achieve smooth flowing
water or light trails.

The smaller the f-stop number,
the less depth of field and more
blurry background.

Example: ISO 1600 when inside
with low light.

 

Example: 4 seconds to create
smooth water.

 

Example: f2 for portraits
 

Camera +2
VSCO
ProCamX
Moment Pro Camera
Open Camera

How do you apply this to your
phone?
 
Your phone may have manual
modes already, or you may have
to download a third-party app
to have access to these
features.
 
Here are a few apps to let you
put your phone into manual
mode and let you change the
ISO, shutter speed, and
aperture.
 

 

 

 

 

 

HELPFUL TIPS

2 0 0 9

TR ICK :  
 

DON’T  FORGET  TO
FOCUS !  

 
A  SUREF IRE  WAY
TO GET  SHARP
PHOTOS IS  TO

LEARN  TO  SET  THE
FOCUS .  T E L L

YOUR  CAMERA
WHERE  TO  FOCUS
BY  TAPP ING  THE
SCREEN  WHERE
YOU WANT  THE
FOCUS  TO  BE .
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COMPOSITION IS KEY
 

You can aquire all the essential technical
knowledge about photography, but if you don’t
compose a good shot you will not produce
excellent photos. 
 
Simply put, composition is how you arrange the
objects in your photo, how you use light, and
how you decide to express color.
 
 

 

 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY IS A LOT

MORE THAN SIMPLY

PRESSING A BUTTON. 

 

LEARN A FEW

COMPOSITION

TECHNIQUES TO TELL A

STORY WITH YOUR

PHOTOS.
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“There are always two
people in every picture:
the photographer and

the viewer.”
 

— Ansel Adams
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01
Rule of Thirds
This is the go-to composition
technique that is used to
help ease the viewer’s eye
across an image and place
the elements into
perspective. Putting your
subject slap-dab in the
middle of the photo doesn’t
always provide the best
image.

02
Leading Lines
Use lines to direct the
viewer’s eye on your photo.
Bridges, fences, rivers,
roads, and other objects
make great leading line
compositions.

03
Symmetry
You create symmetry when
you perfectly balance your
photograph. Look for
occasions when you can
create a symmetrical
composition.

COMPOSIT ION  TECHNIQUES
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04
Negative Space
Sometimes less is more.
Leave a larger space in your
composition for minimal color
and objects and your photo
will get a different feeling.

05
Frames
You can use objects to frame
your object. Look for rock
formations, tunnels,
windows, or anything else
that you can use to contour
your main subject in your
photo.

06
Reflections & Shadows
Look for bodies of water or
glass where you can grab a
reflection. Also, observe how
the sun creates shadows on
objects.

Tip: Browse through
Instagram regularly to

get inspiration from
photographers. Observe

how they are
composing their photos
and get creative with

your own photographs.

 

 



Photography is made from light. There is no photo if there is no light.
Light can come from a natural source, like the sun, or from an artificial
source like a flash or LED.
 
Natural light is constantly changing and it’s important to observe the
light throughout the day. Early morning and early evening is a great time
to get soft golden lighting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Try to avoid using the flash on your phone as it usually casts hard
shadows and blows out certain areas of a photo. 
 
Use a ring light or other external fixed lighting source when you want
more light or when you are indoors.
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No LIGHT, No Photo

https://www.kobratech.com/collections/all/products/new-milite-10-ring-light-stand-set?variant=31288676286552
https://www.kobratech.com/collections/all/products/milite-selfie-light-ring-for-phone


01
HDR
HDR stands for High Dynamic Range.
Dynamic range in photography refers
to the difference between the
lightest elements and the darkest
elements in a photo. The HDR feature
on your phone is a process where
your camera snaps several shots at
different exposures and then stacks
them to create a more vivid and
color-accurate photo.
 
HDR is good for landscape
photography where some parts are
bright and others are shaded. HDR is
also good for backlit shots and
sometimes low lit situations.
 
HDR is not good for vivid and high-
contrast scenes. This can give an
unreal feel to the photo and also
reduce the contrasts between light
and dark. Also, because using HDR
slows down the speed at which the
photo is taken, action shots are not
recommended with HDR.
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Special Features
Smartphones have come a long way and we now have access to features that
can make our photos professional looking with a few simple clicks.

02
PORTRAIT MODE
One of the fun features to use to
separate your subject from the
background and to create the blurry
background effect is to use Portrait
Mode on your phone.



page 12

03
FILTERS
Filters can be used to create special
effects and moods for your photos.
Your phone has integrated filters
that you can use, but you can also
use third-party apps to gain access
to more options. Most filters offer a
slider to add as much or as little
filter effect that you want.
Remember, over-filtered photos will
look fake and over-edited.
Sometimes less is more.

04
PHOTO EDITORS

Snapseed
Lightroom
VSCO

You can download editing apps to
get even more creative with your
photos. Most editing apps will let
you adjust the white balance,
exposure, and also customize
highlights and tones. You can also
remove objects or repair certain
parts of your photos.
Some editing apps that we like are:

05
RAW
The newest phones give the option
to shoot in RAW format. This is a file
format that allows you to tweak
your photos more in-depth during
the editing process. Remember that
RAW files are heavier than JPGs
and will take more space on your
phone.
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Get Creative
1 0  P H O T O G R A P H Y  E X E R C I S E S
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Go for a Photowalk
Go for a walk in your city or town expressly to take photos. Observe as
you walk and take photos of what you like. This exercise helps to train
your eye to explore things you normally wouldn't. The ordinary fire
hydrant can become a source of inspiration to create a unique photo.

One Thing for One Day
Choose an object or a color and photograph it for an entire day. Take
photos of everything red you see that day, for example. This will help
you to notice things around you more.

01

02
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Shoot at Different Angles
Pick a scene or object and shoot it from different angles. It’s easy to
keep our cameras at eye level when we photograph. Often, when we
change the perspective, we change the feel of the photo altogether.
Get down on the ground or stand on a table, try several different
angles and see what happens to your images.

Negative Space Photos
Often, we tend to want to fill our frame with a lot of colors or objects.
While this can make interesting photos, it can also be overwhelming
and confusing for the viewer. Try thinking the other way around. For
this exercise, look for a solid color or simple texture. Fill your
composition with most of this empty space and put your object off in a
corner. This type of photo can evoke mysteriousness and peacefulness.

03

04
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Black & White
Shoot a whole day in black & white with your phone. Look at things in a
different light. Notice the daily things around you and what they would
look like in monotone. Shoot as much as you can and convert your best
shots into black & white.

Light Trails
Find a moving light source like a busy intersection, preferably evening
or night. Set your camera to a slow shutter speed (4 seconds or more),
secure it on a tripod and photograph cars as they drive by.06

05

https://www.kobratech.com/collections/all/products/triflex-mini-tripod
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Still Life
Set up a still life composition in your home or outside and do a photo
shoot with your creation. It can be as simple as a few apples on your
dining room table to an elaborate scene. Try shooting your set-up from
different angles, with different lighting, and apply different filters.

Shoot Patterns
We often take for granted things around us. We can find interesting
patterns when we take a closer look. Observe around you and notice
that patterns are all around us and they can provide great
opportunities for some pretty cool shots. These can be in nature or
man-made.

08

07
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Get Close
Choose an object and take photos of it up close. Look at all the details
in your object. If you choose a car, for example, take photos of the
door handle and other small parts of the bigger whole.

Landscape or Portrait
Change your photo orientation mode for a day. Shoot in portrait mode
for a day if you are usually shooting in landscape mode. Observe how
much you need to change your perspective and composition. Notice
how your photos change.10

09



 

                          -Henri Cartier Bresson

"YOUR FIRST 10,000
PHOTOGRAPHS ARE

YOUR WORST."

 

Famous photographer, Bresson, may have exaggerated, but the point is
that photography needs practice. The more you invest time and effort in
your photography, the better you will get.  It's important that you get out
there and shoot. Experiment with your camera and with your creativity.
 
 
Want to share your photos with like-minded people and learn in a
friendly community setting? 
 
Join our Facebook group
facebook.com/groups/shootlikeaprowithyourphone
 
Follow us 
 
For some awesome gear that will help you improve your photography
check out our website 
www.kobratech.com
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/shootlikeaprowithyourphone/
https://www.kobratech.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/shootlikeaprowithyourphone/
https://www.facebook.com/kobratechofficial/
https://www.instagram.com/kobratech/

