
5G HAS WELL AND TRULY ARRIVED, BUT WILL IT REALLY CHANGE THE WORLD? 
THOMAS HOBBS INVESTIGATES ITS POTENTIAL

LOOK INTO OUR CRYSTAL BALL...

IMPROVED HEALTHCARE

FASTER 
CONNECTIVITY

Forget the buffering wheel 
of death, 5G has the 

potential to download 
gigabits in
 seconds.

Data transfer on the 5G network has  
near to no lag time, and responses  

are almost instant. As a result, doctors 
could perform surgery without 
being in the same room as their 
patients using a VR headset and 
an engineered glove to control  

a robotic arm that would 
perform the actual 

operation.

SLICKER VIRTUAL 
REALITY AND AI

Augmented and virtual-reality 
games could become  

slicker, more responsive 
and thus more 

immersive. 

SMARTER SOCIETIES

Driverless cars will be able to 
read and react to hazards and 

traffic signals in real time, 
helping autonomous cars 

integrate into 
mainstream

 living. A movie could 
be downloaded  
in six seconds, 
compared with 
seven minutes 

on 4G.

Voice technology should also 
improve, with AI assistants 

responding in real time. You 
and Alexa could have a legit 
back-and-forth conversation.

5G-enabled smart gas 
and electricity grids 
could drive dynamic 

energy pricing, saving 
households money.

per year could be 
saved by councils with 

the introduction of 
smart lighting and 

smart refuse 
collection.

•  

Large files, such  
as MRI scans, will  

be transferred 
quicker, thus 

reducing patients’ 
diagnosis wait 

times.

hours of GP time could 
be saved with 

improved digital 
patient monitoring 

and digital 
appointments.

UP TO 
1 MILLION

£1.891 
BILLION

a day could be 
saved downloading 

social-media 
content using 5G, 
rather than 4G.

OVER 2 
MINUTES

At its  
quickest, 5G is

 times faster 
than 4G.
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