
Diverse classrooms in Aarhus

“Our classroom is  really  diverse”,  the  two 14-year-olds  Myriam and Maya,  who were born in 

Denmark, explain, “but we all get along really well. It doesn’t matter where we come from.” Only 

two of their  classmates originally come from Denmark,  with everyone else having a migratory 

background from Somali or Arabic regions. This was neither a problem nor regarded negatively by 

anyone. On the contrary, friendships were formed amongst the teenagers. 

Immigration to Denmark has  exponentially increased, there being a steep incline from 2005 until 

2015 with a slight decline until 2017. In the first quarter of 2019, the number of immigrants to 

Denmark from non-western countries was elevated to a high of 350,000, while in comparison the 

numbers  of  immigrants  to  Denmark  from  western  countries  was  at  250,000.  Immigration  to 

Denmark has  exponentially increased, there being a steep incline from 2005 onwards until 2015 

where numbers lowered slightly again until two years later on. 
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While Denmark has been in the news recently due to incidents of discrimatory hate crimes and a 

rise in far-right nationalism, Foreign Policy reported that immigration was not the key campaign 

during 2019.  Politicians focused on the public’s  worries  about  climate change and the state  of 

Denmark’s welfare system instead. With classrooms being more diverse now, the anti-immigration 

stance that has been taken by parts of Denmark’s population can finally be overcome in future. 
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P r o v i d i n g 

education  that 

doesn’t only teach 

real-time facts, but 

that  includes  and 

v a l u e s  t h e 

diversity  brought 

to its classrooms is 

a first step. Young 

adults like Myriam 

and Maya are certainly doing their bit. 

Effects of Globalisation are noticable, says public in Aarhus

Facebook, international brands, friends from all over the world: The world is more connected than 

ever   -  and  the  term  Globalisation  is  often  used  -  but  what  does  this  actually  mean  for  the 

inhabitants of Aarhus? 

Quite a lot, as it turns out – even when the effects of globalization are considered as quite normal. 

“I don’t think about globalization very much. I’m used to being around other people from all kind 

of  countries”,  a  woman said  after  asked  about  the  effects  of  globalization.  When asked  about 

whether globalisation affected their personal lives, people questioned at City Vest in Aarhus mostly 

confirmed  this:  globalisation  was  noticable  when  shopping  for  groceries,  in  the  diversity  of 

classrooms, available entertainment  options and a multicultural society. Further, it was regarded as 

something beneficial to Denmark, especially for children who were exposed to different cultures. 

Being able to travel and live abroad were other effects of globalisation that were judged positively. 

A Danish woman talked about how she had lived in California for three years. 

Nana, who is from Aarhus herself, mentionend that conflict potential between Danish and other 

cultures could be increased by xenophobia, but Denmark was a place where there was room for 

different cultures and religions to be part of society simultaneously. 

“We can accept that we’re different in the world.”, she laughs. She goes on to say that in an ideal 

world, Denmark could open its borders and take in as many refugees as wanted to come to the 

country, but that the state might struggle with the challenges that came along and realistically this 



just  wasn’t  possible in her opinion.  Considering Denmark’s shrinking population,  she might be 

wrong about that. Nana stated that she tries to shop locally to protect the environment. So there is 

another downside to globalization: the international trade and its impacts on the environment.


