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Quaint home on Happy Avenue East
seeks ‘right’

| BY CHARLENE CHIN |

n Happy Avenue East, off Macpherson

Road, there is a home that peeks over

its two-storeyed neighbours. Adorned

with a red roof, gently curved, the

house boasts a facade of floor-to-ceil-
ing windows on the first and attic level, and a
brick exterior on the second floor. “Very un-
assuming”, is how Eric Chiam, owner of the
home describes it.

Chiam was charmed by the neighbourhood
of terrace homes in the Happy Avenue enclave
as it was “untouched”, he says. Both he and
his wife, Lisa, found it “really nice and quaint
because the area has the character of the old,
and the name ‘Happy’ has a nice ring to it”,
Chiam says. “Down here, unlike other newer

The house has a facade of floor-to-ceilin
second floor

owiner

estates, you get 80% of the homes in this es-
tate which are quite old.”

The original house was a double-storey
terrace, which Chiam tore down and rebuilt
to its current glory. He had purchased the
home in June 2013. Construction happened
four months later, and the new house was
ready within 16 months. “We actually built
it all the while with plans to put it on the
market, but in the end decided to keep it for
a season.” He now plans to sell it at a guide
price of $3.38 million.

House with character

The most noticeable feature of the house on
Happy Avenue East is how raw it looks. The
interior of the ground floor is made of off-form
concrete, which gives off an industrial vibe. For

added interest, the concrete flooring is embed-
ded with a colourful array of wine bottle chips.
“We collected about 10 garbage bags of wine
bottles, smashed them, and mixed them into
the concrete,” Chiam shares.

He recounts that construction was a “very
painful” process: “The floor was actually built
thick, ground down about 2-3 centimetres, and
polished.” Over the long run, the areas that are
frequently walked on are already smoother than
the rest of the floor, which Chiam holds to be
the “charm of concrete”.

There are three tiny plots carved out for
plants on the living room floor. These spots are
completely uncovered, says Chiam, “You can
[plant] a half-indoor-half-outdoor kind of tree
as there is light in the house,” he adds.

Next to the living room, a maid’s room
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marks the centre of the ground floor, and be-
yond that, the space leads to an open Kkitchen
with full-height windows. If the windows in the
living room and kitchen are opened up togeth-
er, wind can be funnelled from one end of the
house to the other.

Using natural light

Another draw is how the design allows natu-
ral light to shine in, a feature that is commonly
tricky for terrace homes. To achieve this, Chi-
am commissioned Ling Hao, award-winning
architect of the eponymous Linghao Architects
to design the house. Ling is behind Satay by
the Bay, a project he co-designed with Shang-
hai-based architecture firm KUU. The project
won Singapore’s President’s Design Award in
2013. Ling’s designs are known for accentuat-

There are three tiny plots carved out for plants on the living room floor — one of the ways to fully utilise the
natural light allowed into the house
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