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Photowalkers Taiwan is a group 
that loves to get out and take 

photographs in a range of genres: 
street, architecture, culture, 

history, landscape. We host our 
events and share our photography 

through our Facebook group. 

For November's issue of Centered 
on Taipei, we recently interviewed 

Amaris Woo to find out how she 
manages to be an active member 
of Photowalkers. Despite not living 
in Taiwan, she hasn’t let that stop 

her attending since 2017. Her most 
recent photowalk, in September, 

was her tenth!

Where are you from? How did you find out about Photowalkers?
I’m from the Bay Area in Northern California. Before my trip to 

Taiwan in the summer of 2017, I was curious if there were any local 
photography groups. That's when I stumbled across Photowalkers 
Taiwan.

How did you get started taking photographs in Taipei and in general?
I became interested in photography in 2012 when I used a cheap 

point-and-shoot camera during a family trip. I have been taking it more 
seriously since 2017, especially after my trips to Taipei, where I met 
Photowalkers. 

How did you get involved with Photowalkers?
During that 2017 trip, I decided to attend a photowalk and meet 

some new people. After having a blast, I resolved to attend more 
photowalks during my future Taiwan trips.

What advice would you have for new Photowalkers?
Bring your gear, comfortable shoes, and enjoy a new experience. 

You’ll come away with more than just good photos. With every 
photowalk I go on, I gain more appreciation for the world around me - 
each location’s beauty, history and significance - and have an amazing 
time bonding with new and old friends.

What walks were especially memorable for you? Why?
They’re all very special to me! A couple stand out, such as the Daxi 

Old Street Photowalk in December 2018 led by Josh Ellis, and the 
Presidential Office Photowalk in January 2019 led by Kenneth Dickson. 
In Daxi, we explored so many old streets, where I took some of my 
favorite photos. During the Presidential Office Photowalk, our small 
group went to the presidential palace for a rare chance to photograph 
the interiors. We even met President Tsai Ing-wen briefly. 

What keeps you coming back to Taiwan and to Photowalkers?
I think Taiwan is a beautiful and underrated place. I want to 

show that it has so many stories worth telling. I always come back 
to Photowalkers because of the friendships I’ve made, and every 
photowalk is guaranteed to be a great time. I like that, aside from taking 
photos, there’s always great conversation about the temple we’re 
visiting, or life in general.

How would you describe your photography style and inspiration?
My style has changed over the years and I’m still finding what’s best 

for me. I try to make most of my work cinematic now, often shooting 
scenes that seem like they could be from a movie. I pay close attention 
to color, light, and depth, and I’m often inspired by films and emotions. 
But both Photowalkers and Taiwan have encouraged me to get into 
street photography and portraiture as well.

Amaris 
Woo
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Photowalkers Taiwan 

This group is for photowalkers 
with a connection to Taiwan! 
We all enjoy getting out and 
taking great photos in Taiwan in 
any genre: street, architecture, 
culture, history, landscape, and 
more. 
Find us at: https://www.
facebook.com/groups/
photowalkerstaiwan/

Amaris Woo, active member 
since 2017

Amaris is a photographer from 
the San Francisco Bay area. She 
usually shoots travel and street 
photography. Recently graduated, 
she is exploring photography as a 
career.

She has posted a lot more of 
her street and photowalking 
photography at 
https://www.amariswoo.com/
city-and-street
Her website: https://www.
amariswoo.com/
Her IG: https://www.instagram.
com/amariswoo/

A COLORFUL SHOP IN DAXI

DETAILS AT AN INDOOR MARKET IN KEELUNG
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